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Mind Your Own Busyness
“Contentment consists in not adding more fuel, but in taking away some fire.” Thomas Fuller
In what seems a lifetime ago, when I was a much younger man, I was in a Bible study/
prayer group in Minneapolis. At one of our meetings, during our prayer time, one of the
members of the group began praying in tongues. It was the first time I had been exposed to
this. Harold had been sharing about how busy and stressed he was and then he began
uttering things I had never heard and did not understand. I was a little unsettled. When he
was done speaking a woman in the group was able to share what he had said in his prayer.
I remember her exact words. “My son, I love you. But you are doing so much more than
even I expect.” It was a word from God to a stressed out person. I will never forget the
power of that moment.
Last night at Bible study we looked at Psalm 63. The psalmist is feeling separated from
God and described the experience this way, “I thirst for you, my whole being longs for you,
in a dry and parched land where there is no water.” Have you ever felt that way? Where is
God? You hunger and thirst for an answer to that question that will nourish your famished
soul.
The psalmist goes on to remember the times when there was no separation from God. “I
have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory. Because your love is
better than life, my lips will glorify you. I will praise you as long as I live, and in your name I
will lift up my hands.” This is the language of worship. And it speaks to the value of
worship, of gathering with others to give praise to God and to experience again God’s power
and glory. The irony is that worship is the one thing that goes missing in our busyness.
Friends, God is not found in your busyness. I wonder how many of us are like my friend
Harold. You’re busy and are trying to deal with the accompanying stress. Have you ever
stopped to think that you, and your family, are busier than God wants you to be? And in
your busyness have you been cutting out the very things that connect you to the source of
love, peace, joy, and strength? If God is distant in your life, who moved?
God’s economy is set up to reward the one who is looking for God. “Ask and it will be given
to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who
asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be
opened.” God is not hiding. Rather, God is waiting for you.
Every day you make choices about what will fill your life. And the life of your family. Your
choices have the power to bring you closer to God or farther away from God. God spoke
clearly to Harold and it was life changing for him. What is God saying to you? How you
spend your time matters. Mind your own busyness.
Pastor John

October 4 Peanut Butter Sunday
October 9-10 - Elder Retreat
October 11 - Trivia Night

October 18 - 90+ Birthday Party
October 25 - Trick or Treat for
Canned Goods
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Trick or Treat for
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Treasure Seekers 3:30 p.m.
Choir 7 p.m.
Worship 10 a.m.
Fellowship 11 a.m.
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Youth 6:30 p.m.
Movie Night
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PW Quilters 9:00 a.m.
Worship 10 a.m.
Fellowship 11 a.m.
90+ Birthday Party
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Trivia Night 6:00 p.m.
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Deacons 6 p.m.
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Worship 10 a.m.
Fellowship 11 a.m.

Peanut Butter Sunday

11

12

Hospitality 7 p.m.

Treasure Seekers 3:30 p.m.
Dinner 5:30 p.m.
Youth/Adult Bible Study 6 p.m.
Choir 7 p.m.
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Treasure Seekers 3:30 p.m.
Property & Finance 6 p.m.
Choir 7 p.m.
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Treasure Seekers 3:30 p.m.
Youth - Concert 4:20 p.m.
Dinner 5:30 p.m.
Adult Bible Study 6 p.m.
Choir 7 p.m.
Fidelity Circle 9:30 a.m.
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Youth - Haunted House Trip
(details to follow)
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Leadership Retreat
Leadership Retreat
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Sat
Fri
Thu

Worship 10 a.m.
Fellowship 11 a.m.
Youth Group 6:30-8 p.m.

Leadership Retreat – Annually leaders from our church have been gathering
with leaders of the Bettendorf and West Liberty churches to worship,
fellowship, and grow as leaders. Our retreat is the weekend of October 9-10.
Pamela Mumm will be our facilitator and will be talking with us about
improving our communication skills. This retreat is a great incubator of
ideas. Melody Malek came away from our last retreat with the idea for
Community Garden, which is now in place and a great success in its first
year.
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Hospitality Committee
Our annual 90th Birthday Party Celebration is being held on Sunday,
October 18, during worship. There will be a reception immediately following
the service in the fellowship hall. This is our special opportunity to honor the
lives of some very special people.
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Community Life Committee
Our next Trivia Night is on Sunday, October 11, at 6 pm. We ask everyone to bring an appetizer to
share and contribute $5 towards that evening’s project. Our project this time is our HOT (Help Our
Teachers) program. This program has been very active as school has started. We have been assisting
teachers with classroom essentials that budgets do not cover. From ear buds to notebooks, Kleenex to
dry erase boards, we partner with teachers to help educate our children.

Wed

Also, on the first and third Wednesday each month at 6 pm we have an Adult Bible Study and a Youth
Bible Study. Pastor John is leading the adults and Kathy Eilers is leading the youth. The adults will be
starting a new study, “Advent Of A Savior” on October 7th. Prior to the Bible studies at 5:30 pm a light
supper is available for anyone who would like to come.
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Spiritual Life Committee
Our fall programming is up and running. Treasure Seekers has resumed on Wednesdays after school
from 3:30 to 5 pm. We have a wonderful group of young people and volunteers. We can always use
more volunteers! If you would like to be a part of the Treasure Seekers team contact the office or Kathy
Eilers.

Mon

October News
and
Notes

O C TO BE R 2015

P AGE 3

Sun

O C TO BE R 2015

    

P AGE 2

