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Each year our church, and most
Presbyterian churches, participate in
the Christmas Joy Offering. This
offering annually raises about $1.7
million. For more than 80 years
Presbyterians have given generously
at Christmas to lift up those who’ve
devoted their lives to the mission of
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The
offering is administered by the
Assistance Committee of Board of the
Pensions of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.). Our generosity assists church
workers, active and retired, with
various needs and emergencies they
encounter. For me this is more than
just a great program. It’s more
personal than that.
I have the privilege of serving on the
Board of Directors of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.). There are 34 of us on
the Board of Directors. The Board of
Pensions has the responsibility of
running and overseeing the medical
plan for ministers and lay employees
in our churches. In addition it handles
the retirement program for ministers
and oversees over $8 billion in investments. The Board also administers
the death and disability program for
clergy. But, the Board does other
things. Specifically through the
Assistance Committee the Board of
Pensions cares for church workers,
active and retired, with needs and
emergencies. This is where it gets
personal for me. I chair the
Assistance Committee of the Board of
Pensions.

I started my first four year term on the
Board in July of 2008. I was reelected
to another four year term in July of
2012. I will rotate off the Board in
July of 2016. For that entire time I
have served on the Assistance
Committee. And it has been most
gratifying to be a part of something
that so positively impacts the lives of
those who serve the church. I have
met many wonderful people who have
helped me grow personally and
professionally. It always feels good to
give of your time and energy to
something worthwhile. But I feel like
mine has been the greater blessing in
all that I have learned and the
relationships I have formed with staff
and other Board members. The Board
meets three times a year. Twice in
Philadelphia where the offices are
located and once in October at an offsite location. All of my expenses for
attending any Board function are
covered 100% by the Board.
This year we raised $728 for the
Assistance Program of the Board of
Pensions. I can assure you it gets to
people who can use the help. I can
guarantee you that your gift matters
and makes a difference in someone’s
life.
“You will be enriched in every way so
that you can be generous on every
occasion, and through us your
generosity will result in thanksgiving
to God.” (2 Cor. 9:11)
Pastor John
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3:30 pm - Treasure Seekers
7 pm - Choir
10 am - Worship
11 am - Fellowship

25

6:30 pm - Youth Group
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6:30 pm - Youth Group

6:00 pm Community Life
at Bill’s

9:00 am - PW Quilters
10 am - SAHM’S
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3:30 pm - Treasure Seekers
6:00 - Adult Bible Study
7 pm - Choir
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10 am - SAHM’S
10 am - Worship
11 am - Fellowship/Brunch
Annual Congregational Meeting
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6:00 pm - Trivia Night
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Newsletter
Deadline

1:00 Red Cross Blood
Drive (Until 6 pm)

9:00 am - PW Quilters
10 am - SAHM’S
6:30 pm - Spiritual Life
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3:30 pm - Treasure Seekers
7 pm - Choir
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6 pm - River Arts
Meeting
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10 am - Worship
11 am - Fellowship
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Leadership Seminar
until 4 pm

3:30 pm - Treasure Seekers
6:00 - Adult Bible Study
7 pm - Choir
9:30 am - Fidelity Circle
10 am - SAHM’S
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7:00 pm - Hospitality
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6:30 - Youth Group
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Leadership Seminar
5 pm

10

3

Sat
Fri
Thu

10 am - Worship
11 am - Fellowship
Unhanging of the Greens

In December of 2001 our Congregational Life Committee
“adopted” three families that could use a little extra help at
Christmas with gifts and needed items for their children.
This was done in partnership with our friends at the
Independence Community School District. The next year
three families became six. Six became twelve. And so it has
gone. Because of this and so many other community
ministries we are engaged in we formed a committee that
oversees all of our activities in our community – the
Community Life Committee. And because the number of
Youth helped with our Adopt-A-Family
families has grown we also needed to identify partners in our
Christmas Program present distribution.
community that would be willing to adopt families at
Christmas. This year the Community Life Committee in partnership with ICSD identified 26 families and
84 children to adopt this Christmas. The Committee also partnered with 25 groups and individuals who
adopted one of our families. This is one of the most satisfying programs we have initiated as a church.
First, it’s Christmas. It taps into the generous spirit that resides in each of us. Second, it is not a
self-referral program. We rely on the schools each year to identify families that would benefit from this
program. In addition to receiving gifts each family receives a bag of groceries (as part of our partnership
with the Northeast Iowa Food Bank) and a ham. This is a program that does a lot of good and shares in a
tangible way the love of Jesus. And thanks to generous folks like you it will continue to do so.
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Community Life Committee:
Adopt-A-Family At Christmas

Wed

Our young people
did such a fantastic
job on their
performance of
“Just A Little
Christmas.”
Thank you to all
who helped out!

Tue

A fun-filled day of shopping, ice
skating, and Christmas lights!

Mon

This photo was taken with Kate Risk.

P AGE 3

Sun

Our youth enjoyed an evening of
caroling to our church members. We
visited the nursing homes as well as
surprising people at their homes.
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