
First Presbyterian Church 

115 - 6th Ave. NW 

P.O. Box 188 

Independence, Iowa  50644 

Come and See!    

- John 1:46 

Phone:   319-334-3523 

Fax: 319-334-4134 
 

Email:    fpcoffice@indytel.com 

Website:  fpcindependence.com 

KERYGMA 

 

The Wapsipinicon River rose and is now   

on its way down.  Thankfully it did not get 
close to the predicted levels.  As the waters 
rose, so did people's anxiety.  Cries for help 
went out as those who were in the waters 
path worked to salvage all they could.  And 
these cries for help did not go unheeded.   

A lot of folks put their day on hold and 
turned to helping their neighbors.        
Someone once said, "Adversity doesn't 
build your character.  Adversity reveals 
your character."  In the last few days the 
true character of our small town was      

revealed.  The predictions were off.  But  

the people were right on. 

 

The power of community.  I would not 

want to even imagine life without my 
friends and family.  Or even the stranger 
who stops to help.  We want to be self-
sufficient.  The reality is always something 
else.  When the river is rising and people 
need help we realize what God has known 

from the beginning.  We are better         
together than we are by ourselves.  When 
things are at their worst we so often find 
ourselves at our best.  Why?  Because we 
come together.  The true nature and power 

of our community is revealed. 

 

In 1 Corinthians 12 Paul writes, "Now to 
each one the manifestation of the Spirit is 
given for the common good...Just as a 

body, though one, has many parts, but all 
its many parts form one body...If one part 
suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part 
is honored, every part rejoices with it… 
Now you are the body of Christ, and each 

one of you is part of it."  

 

God has created us for community.  When 

God said its not good for anyone to be 

alone it reflects God's understanding that 
we need relationships in our lives.   As Paul 
notes this is not just about having backup 
in a crisis, it is the sharing of joys as well.  
We need people with whom we can share 
life - the hard times, the good times, and all 

the times in between.  In my mind this is 
one of main reasons the church exists.     
We are a faith community and in our             
community we share the love of Jesus with 
each other and with the world around us.  

It is our most powerful witness. 

 

As the flood waters rose our community 
came together.  We looked not just to our 
own interests, but also to the interests of 

others.  It is a beautiful thing to see.  But 
soon the waters will recede.  Life will return 
quickly to normal.  I sometimes wonder 
why it takes a crisis to bring people          
together.  Does the true power of our   
community lie dormant until the next test 

comes to reveal it?  As we return to normal 
I hope we do so with a renewed sense of 
what we look like at our best.  People in 
relationship, working together, to           
positively impact our world.  And in the 
church we add doing all that in the name 

of Jesus and to the glory of God. 

 

Relationships, with God and others, matter.  
Don't wait for the crisis.  Nurture your    

relationships.  Take time for them.  And be 
thankful.  Thank God for the wonderful 
people in your life.  And don't forget to 
thank them.  We have a wonderful        

community.  Thank you for being a part    

of it. 

                          Pastor John 
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Presbyterian Women meetings resume Tuesday, September 3rd at 9:30 a.m. with Ruth Liscum as the 
Hostess.  Shirley Rozendaal will introduce our new Horizon’s study book, “An Abiding Hope” - The 
Presence of God in Exodus and Deuteronomy. 
 

Help was given to Camp Wyoming Scholarships, Camp Courageous, Church Life and the General 
Fund for supplies.   
 

All women of the church are welcome to join Presbyterian Women - help with Funerals and Dinners is 
always appreciated.  Anyone interested in contributing feel free to help serve.  Also, PW Quilters meet 
every 2nd & 4th Tuesdays.  (July 9th & 23rd, August 13th & 27th) Come join them even if you do not 
know how to sew.    

PRESBYTERIAN 

WOMEN 

Newsletter articles must be submitted to the church office by Tuesday, August 20th to 
be printed in the September/October Newsletter. 

We will kick off our Hay Day VBS and 
have a splash at the  Independence pool 
on Sunday, August 4th from 6-7:30 p.m.  
VBS will be on Monday, August 5th & 
Tuesday, August 6th from 6-8:30 p.m. at 
our church.  On Wednesday, August 7th 
from 6-7:30 p.m. is our Family Night.  
Registration forms will be available at 
the church in July. 

PARKINSON’S SUPPORT GROUP 

JULY 17TH & AUGUST 21ST  

The Buchanan County Area Parkinson’s       

Support Group will meet on Wednesday, July 

17th & August 21st at 10:30 am.  For further 

information contact Judy Hess at  334-2969 or 

jahess@indytel.com.  Meetings are open to those 

who have  been diagnosed with Parkinson’s, 

their caregivers, their families or those who have 

questions about Parkinson’s disease. 

Clarence & Jean Rouse          
celebrated 50 years together 

on June 22nd.   
CONGRATULATIONS! 

The Mary Paisley’s family says many thanks for the memorial service and helpful ladies in 

the kitchen.  Special thanks to Kathy in the church office for her creativity. 

Our thoughts of heartfelt sympathy are with the following families: 
 

John Risk - Entered Eternal Life on May 10, 2013  

Mary Paisley - Entered Eternal Life on May 21, 2013  

Gerald Snow - Entered Eternal Life on June 10, 2013  
 

Please continue to keep these families in your prayers. 

Another year is gone and another Relay For Life of Buchanan County has been completed.  Once again we 

can be very proud of what was raised for the fight against cancer.  There were the high points, an             

inspirational speech by a cancer survivor, Laurie Yearous, a two year survivor and the presence of a 50 

year survivor, Marilyn Weber.  
 

We celebrated the 100th birthday of the American Cancer Society and listened while 4 young ladies, one of 

them also a cancer survivor, read the message of Hope while the letters were being lit across the football 

field.  Georgi Good was that survivor along with Amanda Shonka, Janna Priebe and Calla Priebe. 
 

We watched as the most successful “silent auction” we have ever had took place as generous caring         

individuals bid on items, not to get a good buy, but to donate to a great cause. 
 

Today, as I sit and write this article, I do so with the sadness of the knowledge that our fight is far from 

over.  That there remains much work to be done but also with the knowledge that we are up to that        

challenge. 
 

Last week I returned from a trip to learn that a friend I started hunting with over 60 years ago had lost his 

battle with cancer.  My memories will always be of a strong young man that I will truly miss, not that of a 

person who has lost this fight. 
 

There was also a message from a close friend’s daughter who came to the realization that she had no other 

options to continue her fight.  She has taken all of the chemo treatments available to her and some of those 

have made her so sick she could not get out of bed.  She has made that decision that makes you realize 

what a strong person she was. She has decided on quality of life.  She will be taking no more chemo treat-

ments and to make it easier on her family, all of her arrangements have been made.  
 

And it doesn’t end there.  Every one of us knows at least one individual who is fighting their battle against 

this disease that has no boundaries.  Young and old, boys and girls, young men and young women and      

senior citizens.  We each need to ask ourselves, is there anything that we can do? 
 

I want to say thank you to the 20 individuals who walked on our team, the Presbyterian Walkers, and for 

donating your time and efforts!  We will see you all next year. 
 

Donald Mumm, Team Captain      

          

29 oz can peaches, 29 oz can pears, 15-20 oz can pineapple chunks, 11 oz. can mandarin oranges 
 

Drain fruit reserving 3 cups juice.  Mix juice with:   3 oz box tapioca pudding mix 

      3 oz box vanilla pudding mix (not instant) 
 

Cook until thick.  Cool.  Add fruit and refrigerate. 

May also add grapes, strawberries, mini marshmallows, cherries, or bananas. 
 

Keeps well if bananas are not added until ready to serve.  Fruit may be varied according to family’s taste. 

FRUIT SALAD RECIPE 
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Ushers:  Co-Head Ushers:  Roger Bahr, Don Mumm 

 7, 14, 21, 28:  Karen Bahr, Jennifer Bahr, Dave Harms, Kelly Harms 
 

Greeters:         Elder Greeters: 

 7: Worship in the Park    July:  Janet Harms, Judy Olsen 

 14: _________________________________ 

 21: _________________________________ 

 28: _________________________________ 
 

Children’s Sermons: 

 7:     Amber Krusey 

 14:   John Butler 

 21:   Mark Geertsema 

 28:   Ruth Liscum 
 

Flowers: 

 7: Worship in the Park - No Flowers 

 14: Frank & Sandy Sauer 

 21: _______________________________ 

 28:  _______________________________ 
 

Bulletins:  (Sign up at the Hospitality Center)  
 

Fellowship Treats:  (Sign up at the Hospitality Center)

  

Coffee Prep/Clean Up: 

 7: Worship in the Park   

 14: ________________________________ 

 21: Jon & Kim TeStrake 

 28: Tammy Steenbock 

  

If we’ve missed your birthday or anniversary, 

please contact the church office at  334-3523. 

1 Dean & Deb Weis 

3 David & Donna Jordening 

4 Dustin & Michael Bathen 

10 Brandon & Amber Krusey 

14 John & Cathy Butler 

18 Dave & Kris Martin 

22 Tim & Ruth Duritsa 

 Rick & Connie Sorg 

28 Larry & Kelly Johnson 

29 Steve & Amy Copenhaver 

31 Dave & Janet Harms 

1 Jon TeStrake 

3 Mary Kay 
Handy 

4 Rowan    
Adams 

6 Kim TeStrake 

7 Alexis 
TeStrake 

8 Darwin    
Johnson 

 Dave       
Jordening 

 Marcia  
Stoneman 

9 Roger      
Barloon 

 Daryl Johnson 

10 Helen 
 Broshar 

12 Dustin 
Bathen 

15 Lori Johnson 

18 Louis Risk 

 Reese Martin 

20 Marty Brown 

 Bob Hanna 

 Jon Blin 

23 Weiler    
Johnson 

 Casen     
Rodriguez 

24 Monte Cue 

25 Kristin 
Maynard 

 James Kelley 

26 Randy Blin 

 Jacob Diers 

 Pastor John 
Hougen 

 Nicholas 
Maynard 

27 Chloe Kaiser 

 Ruth Stilwell 

28 John Malek 

29 Rob Scott 

30 Audra Kaiser 

31 Don Adams 

Ushers:  Co-Head Ushers:  Roger Bahr, Don Mumm 

 4, 11, 18, 25:  Steve & Beth Diers, Bill & Mary Burkett 
 

Greeters:         Elder Greeters: 
 4: _________________________________ August:  Melody Malek, Judy Olsen

 11: _________________________________ 

 18: The Adams’ Family 

 25: _________________________________ 
 

Children’s Sermons: 

 4:      Pastor John 

 11:    Lynda Fiester 

 18:    Janet Harms 

 25:    Melody Malek 
 

Flowers: 

 4: Ron & Judy Hess 
 11: Melody Malek & Ben In Honor of Dorothy’s 93rd 

  Birthday 

 18: Mary Klotzbach In Memory of Bill 

 25:  John & Jinger Hougen In Honor of their Anniversary 
 

Bulletins: 

 4: _______________________________ 

 11: _______________________________ 

 18: The TeStrake Family 

 25:  Lee & Linda Bowden   
 

Fellowship Treats:  (Sign up at the Hospitality Center)  
 

Coffee Prep/Clean Up: 

 4: Margaret Ownby, Frankie Bowden  

 11: ________________________________ 

 18: Jon & Kim TeStrake 

 25: Tammy Steenbock 

1 Tristan & Christi Sauer 
 Joyce 

2 Bill & Mary Burkett 

 Mike & Kelly Loveless 

4 Don & Lucille Cottrell 

6 Jim & Sally Peters 

7 Rob & Alicia Scott 

9 Jon & Kim TeStrake 

10 Cole & Gina Trimble 

20 John & Jinger Hougen 

24 Frank & Sandy Sauer 

1 Bob Hummel 

2 Audrey 
Conklin 

 Dean Weis 

3 Gabe       
Kennicker 

 Lyda        
Kennicker 

4 Steve        
Copenhaver 

7 Wayne    
Seward 

 Rick Sorg 

8 Dorothy  
Malek 

10 Mary Winder 

11 Kaylee Eilers 

12 Connie 
Maynard 

15 Carrie     
Hamilton 

 Olivia Rae 
Bathen 

17 Teresa 
Rathbun 

19 Katie       
Henderson 

22 Deb Blin 

23 Linda     
Bowden 

24 Anna       
Ruffcorn 

26 Connie Sorg 

27 Brooks 
Burkhart, Sr. 

31 Brianna 
 Krusey 
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Women enjoyed a wonderful breakfast (prepared by the men) and time with family on Mother’s Day this 

year.  They were also given a plant to take home with them.  (See below on left.) 

Proverbs 31:28  
Her children arise and call her 

blessed; 
    her husband also, and he 

praises her... 
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THE 2013 WILLIAM J. HANDY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP WAS AWARDED TO 

ZACH STEENBOCK 
 

Charles Handy              

presented the award       

to Zach                             

on Graduation Sunday,    

May 26, 2013. 

Pictured above from left to right: Pastor John, 

Zach Steenbock, Chloe Kaiser. 

Left: Our youth leader, Kathy Eilers presented them with gifts 

from the congregation.  

Right: Janet Harms had an opportunity to speak at the service. 

WHEREVER YOU GO... 
Graduations bring a commencement, or beginning, of new things.  
 

In 1990, Dr. Seuss published Oh, the Places You’ll Go! This popular graduation gift tells in Seuss’ 

inimitable style of all life’s possible ups and downs, twists and turns. There will surely be excitement 

and slumps, fun and loneliness, purpose and confusion. And, yes, fear: “There are some [things], 

down the road between hither and yon, that can scare you so much you won’t want to go on.”  
 

The sheer determination of the storybook’s life-traveler moves him beyond trouble and fear. But God’s children don’t 

have to go it alone. Life cannot take us anywhere God hasn’t been first.  Furthermore, he walks beside us on every 

winding path and around every corner.  
 

Graduates — and all Christians — can trust in the promise of Joshua 1:9 (NIV): “Be strong and courageous … for the 

LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”  
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YOUTH CAMPFIRE 
AT THE EILER’S 

HOME ON  
JUNE 19th! 

Our youth worked at Relay Iowa & had a car wash to help fund their mission trip this summer. 

Working at Relay Iowa... 

CAR 

WASH 

FUN! 

Mission Trip…. Here we come!! 

Pictured above from left to right: 
Kathy, Kaylee, Janelle, Avri, Brian, 
Kate, Tia, Brynn, Melody, & Ericka. 


