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Everyone seems to have at least one resolution that 

seems impossible to keep.  And that can become 

very discouraging.  
 

The prophet Jeremiah, who had his own reasons to 

feel down, wrote, “The steadfast love of the LORD 

never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning; great is your       

faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:22-23).  
 

God refuses to give up on us.  When we lose hope, 

when we fail and fall short, his mercy never runs 

out.  Tomorrow is full of promise and our Lord’s 

unceasing love. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CFIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHHURCHHURCHHURCH    

Journeys.  They are fundamental to the Christmas story.  Joseph and Mary journey Journeys.  They are fundamental to the Christmas story.  Joseph and Mary journey Journeys.  They are fundamental to the Christmas story.  Joseph and Mary journey Journeys.  They are fundamental to the Christmas story.  Joseph and Mary journey 

to Bethlehem.  The Son of God journeys from heaven to a manger.  Shepherds to Bethlehem.  The Son of God journeys from heaven to a manger.  Shepherds to Bethlehem.  The Son of God journeys from heaven to a manger.  Shepherds to Bethlehem.  The Son of God journeys from heaven to a manger.  Shepherds 

journey to find Jesus there.  Later, magi journey to find this new king.  Joseph, journey to find Jesus there.  Later, magi journey to find this new king.  Joseph, journey to find Jesus there.  Later, magi journey to find this new king.  Joseph, journey to find Jesus there.  Later, magi journey to find this new king.  Joseph, 

Mary, and Jesus must journey to Egypt to escape the anger of Herod.  And once Mary, and Jesus must journey to Egypt to escape the anger of Herod.  And once Mary, and Jesus must journey to Egypt to escape the anger of Herod.  And once Mary, and Jesus must journey to Egypt to escape the anger of Herod.  And once 

Herod dies they journey back to their home.  Journeys are a part of the Christmas Herod dies they journey back to their home.  Journeys are a part of the Christmas Herod dies they journey back to their home.  Journeys are a part of the Christmas Herod dies they journey back to their home.  Journeys are a part of the Christmas 

story.  They are a part of our stories.story.  They are a part of our stories.story.  They are a part of our stories.story.  They are a part of our stories.    

    

The truth is we are all on journeys.  They are a part of living.  You will have some The truth is we are all on journeys.  They are a part of living.  You will have some The truth is we are all on journeys.  They are a part of living.  You will have some The truth is we are all on journeys.  They are a part of living.  You will have some 

individual journeys you will go on.  Other journeys involve traveling companions.  individual journeys you will go on.  Other journeys involve traveling companions.  individual journeys you will go on.  Other journeys involve traveling companions.  individual journeys you will go on.  Other journeys involve traveling companions.  

We are about to embark on a journey together at FPC called 2012.  What will this We are about to embark on a journey together at FPC called 2012.  What will this We are about to embark on a journey together at FPC called 2012.  What will this We are about to embark on a journey together at FPC called 2012.  What will this 

journey entail?  That’s a great question.journey entail?  That’s a great question.journey entail?  That’s a great question.journey entail?  That’s a great question.    

    

A few things our journey together will entail include:A few things our journey together will entail include:A few things our journey together will entail include:A few things our journey together will entail include:    

    

A new Youth Director.  We are pleased to have Kathy Eilers on our team to A new Youth Director.  We are pleased to have Kathy Eilers on our team to A new Youth Director.  We are pleased to have Kathy Eilers on our team to A new Youth Director.  We are pleased to have Kathy Eilers on our team to 

assist us in ministering to our youth.assist us in ministering to our youth.assist us in ministering to our youth.assist us in ministering to our youth.    

A renewed emphasis on hospitality.  This came out of our visioning process.  A renewed emphasis on hospitality.  This came out of our visioning process.  A renewed emphasis on hospitality.  This came out of our visioning process.  A renewed emphasis on hospitality.  This came out of our visioning process.  

Keep an eye out for the Hospitality Team.Keep an eye out for the Hospitality Team.Keep an eye out for the Hospitality Team.Keep an eye out for the Hospitality Team.    

A new ministry team.  We will be forming a Discipleship Team to assist our new A new ministry team.  We will be forming a Discipleship Team to assist our new A new ministry team.  We will be forming a Discipleship Team to assist our new A new ministry team.  We will be forming a Discipleship Team to assist our new 

Youth Director with our youth and Christian education programs as well as Youth Director with our youth and Christian education programs as well as Youth Director with our youth and Christian education programs as well as Youth Director with our youth and Christian education programs as well as 

new small group opportunities.new small group opportunities.new small group opportunities.new small group opportunities.    

    

What other things might our journey involve?  There is always a mystery to the What other things might our journey involve?  There is always a mystery to the What other things might our journey involve?  There is always a mystery to the What other things might our journey involve?  There is always a mystery to the 

journey.  There are unexpected turns.  Things can change.  New opportunities can journey.  There are unexpected turns.  Things can change.  New opportunities can journey.  There are unexpected turns.  Things can change.  New opportunities can journey.  There are unexpected turns.  Things can change.  New opportunities can 

arise.  One thing that is always certain.  We will end the journey different than we arise.  One thing that is always certain.  We will end the journey different than we arise.  One thing that is always certain.  We will end the journey different than we arise.  One thing that is always certain.  We will end the journey different than we 

were at the beginning.  were at the beginning.  were at the beginning.  were at the beginning.      

    

There is one other thing that is always certain about our journeys.  God is with us.  There is one other thing that is always certain about our journeys.  God is with us.  There is one other thing that is always certain about our journeys.  God is with us.  There is one other thing that is always certain about our journeys.  God is with us.  

As we enter into 2012 consider how you will be a part of our journey together at As we enter into 2012 consider how you will be a part of our journey together at As we enter into 2012 consider how you will be a part of our journey together at As we enter into 2012 consider how you will be a part of our journey together at 

FPC.  God has been and will be at work in our midst.  And God is always looking FPC.  God has been and will be at work in our midst.  And God is always looking FPC.  God has been and will be at work in our midst.  And God is always looking FPC.  God has been and will be at work in our midst.  And God is always looking 

for partners.  In our journeys God is present to lead us and to give us strength.  for partners.  In our journeys God is present to lead us and to give us strength.  for partners.  In our journeys God is present to lead us and to give us strength.  for partners.  In our journeys God is present to lead us and to give us strength.  

Our 2012 journey together has begun.  There are signs of hope and new life all Our 2012 journey together has begun.  There are signs of hope and new life all Our 2012 journey together has begun.  There are signs of hope and new life all Our 2012 journey together has begun.  There are signs of hope and new life all 

around us.  around us.  around us.  around us.      

    

I look forward to journeying with you in 2012 as we make plans and plan for the I look forward to journeying with you in 2012 as we make plans and plan for the I look forward to journeying with you in 2012 as we make plans and plan for the I look forward to journeying with you in 2012 as we make plans and plan for the 

unexpected.  I encourage you to participate as you are able.  The journey has    unexpected.  I encourage you to participate as you are able.  The journey has    unexpected.  I encourage you to participate as you are able.  The journey has    unexpected.  I encourage you to participate as you are able.  The journey has    

always been about people, about relationships, and about making a positive       always been about people, about relationships, and about making a positive       always been about people, about relationships, and about making a positive       always been about people, about relationships, and about making a positive       

difference in people’s lives in the name of the one who journeyed to be with us, difference in people’s lives in the name of the one who journeyed to be with us, difference in people’s lives in the name of the one who journeyed to be with us, difference in people’s lives in the name of the one who journeyed to be with us, 

Jesus.  Welcome to what God is up to in 2012.Jesus.  Welcome to what God is up to in 2012.Jesus.  Welcome to what God is up to in 2012.Jesus.  Welcome to what God is up to in 2012.    

                                             Pastor John             Pastor John             Pastor John             Pastor John    

RRRReeeevvvv....    JJJJoooohhhhnnnn    HHHHoooouuuuggggeeeennnn    
Home:  (319) 334-5175 

Email: pastorjohn@indytel.com 

 

CCCChhhhuuuurrrrcccchhhh    OOOOffffffffiiiicccceeee    
Phone:  (319) 334-3523 

Fax:  (319) 334-4134 

Office:  8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 

 

Website 
www.fpcindependence.com  

 

SSSSttttaaaaffffffff    
Kathy Eilers 

Youth Ministry Coordinator 

 

Kathy Smith 
Secretary 

Email: fpcoffice@indytel.com 

 

George Hemmer 
Custodian 
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Newsletter articles must be 

submitted to the church office 

by Thursday, February 16th 

to be printed in the 

March/April Newsletter. 

JANUARY 

6TH 

ORDINATION  &                       

INSTALLATION OF ELDERS 

& DEACONS  

for the Classes of 2014 will 

be Sunday, January 15th. 

Wednesday, January 25th at 

6:30 p.m. Dinner is at 5:30 p.m. 

COMMITTEE  

CHAIRPERSONS -  

Annual Report               

Information must be   

submitted to the church 

office by Thursday,      

January 12th  

Our thoughts of    Our thoughts of    Our thoughts of    Our thoughts of    
heartfelt sympathy heartfelt sympathy heartfelt sympathy heartfelt sympathy 

are with the following are with the following are with the following are with the following 
family:family:family:family:    

 

Ray TemeyerRay TemeyerRay TemeyerRay Temeyer    

Entered Eternal Life 
on October 12th 

    

Please continue to keep Please continue to keep Please continue to keep Please continue to keep 
this family in your this family in your this family in your this family in your 

prayers.prayers.prayers.prayers.    

TRIVIA 

NIGHT 

JANUARY 

15TH 

6:00 P.M. 

The Mark Geertsma family would 

like to thank everyone for their 

thoughts and prayers during 

Mark's dad’s illness and passing.  

The outpouring of  sympathy was 

appreciated.  We are thankful for 

our church friends/family. 

Thank you for your prayers for the 
family, the cards, the flowers, and the 
memorial gifts for my sister, Donna 
Norton Jones.  They were all              
appreciated very much.    

                 Carole Mumm 

SPECIAL NOTE SPECIAL NOTE SPECIAL NOTE SPECIAL NOTE ––––    The 2012 per capita is $31.63 per member. 

A HUGE THANK YOU to all those that A HUGE THANK YOU to all those that A HUGE THANK YOU to all those that A HUGE THANK YOU to all those that 
responded to my request for yarn.  responded to my request for yarn.  responded to my request for yarn.  responded to my request for yarn.  
Your donations went way beyond my Your donations went way beyond my Your donations went way beyond my Your donations went way beyond my 
expectations.expectations.expectations.expectations.     I have completed two  I have completed two  I have completed two  I have completed two 
blankets already for our Little          blankets already for our Little          blankets already for our Little          blankets already for our Little          
Creations Ministry and I am working Creations Ministry and I am working Creations Ministry and I am working Creations Ministry and I am working 
on a third.on a third.on a third.on a third.     Some of the yarn will be  Some of the yarn will be  Some of the yarn will be  Some of the yarn will be 
used to tie quilts.used to tie quilts.used to tie quilts.used to tie quilts.     Our quilt group  Our quilt group  Our quilt group  Our quilt group 
can still use old blankets and can still use old blankets and can still use old blankets and can still use old blankets and 
sheets, so please keep this in mind sheets, so please keep this in mind sheets, so please keep this in mind sheets, so please keep this in mind 

as you replace these items.as you replace these items.as you replace these items.as you replace these items.                

        THANK YOU,THANK YOU,THANK YOU,THANK YOU,

                 Ruth Liscum         Ruth Liscum         Ruth Liscum         Ruth Liscum    

 

I sincerely appreciate the lovely Prayer I sincerely appreciate the lovely Prayer I sincerely appreciate the lovely Prayer I sincerely appreciate the lovely Prayer 

Quilt and your thoughtfulness in        Quilt and your thoughtfulness in        Quilt and your thoughtfulness in        Quilt and your thoughtfulness in        

remembering me during my breast cancer remembering me during my breast cancer remembering me during my breast cancer remembering me during my breast cancer 

“adventure”.  “adventure”.  “adventure”.  “adventure”.      

                               Miriam Ownby                       Miriam Ownby                       Miriam Ownby                       Miriam Ownby    

In many ways I feel I’m one of the luckiest 
people in the world.  In spite of the most 
painful experience of my life, I have a new 
appreciation for my church and all of my 
wonderful friends who are there and have 
been so thoughtful and kind to write and 
visit me.  All of this has helped my          

recovery.   Thank you,  

         Dorothy Burhkhart 

Every gesture of outreach with    
comforting words, cards, prayers and 
time spent during the visitation and 
Mass for Agnes Fiester was very 
meaningful and greatly appreciated 
by all of her family.  Having lost both 
parents in six months has been a  
difficult time that your love has 
helped to soften.   

 THANK YOU VERY MUCH!   

           Lynda and Mark Fiester 
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Ushers:  Co-Head Ushers:  Roger Bahr, Don Mumm 

 5, 12, 19, 26:  Norm & Norma DeJong, Ruth Duritsa, Winona West 

  

Greeters:   Elder Greeters: 

 5:  ___________________________ Feb: Melissa Savage, Cole Trimble 

 12: Mary Klotzbach, John Klotzbach 

 19: ___________________________ 

 26: ___________________________   

  

Acolytes:      

 5, 12: Brynn Martin, Avri Ruffcorn 

 19, 26: Sean Geertsma, Brian Smith 

     

Children’s Sermons: Nursery: 

 5: Youth 5:   Mickey Geertsma, Kate Savage 

 12: Lynda Fiester 12:  Chloe Kaiser, Brian Smith 

 19: Janet Harms 19:  Hannah Butler, Avri Ruffcorn 

 26:  Melody Malek 26: Rachel Barloon, Brynn Martin 

   

Flowers: 

 5: ___________________________________________ 

 12: Ruth Hamilton in Memory of James & Celia      
  Hamilton 

 19: Richard & Earlene Pint In Memory of Evelyn & 
  “Bucky” Buckingham 

 26:  Dorotha Sundquist In Memory of Grant 

  

Bulletins: 

 5: Jon & Kim TeStrake 

 12: ____________________________________________ 

 19: Monte & Lillian Cue In Memory of Mother, Leola Forsythe 

 26:  ____________________________________________ 

  

Fellowship Treats:    Coffee Prep/Clean Up: 

     5: _____________________________ 5:   Margaret Ownby  

 12: Larry Thompson 12:  Wayne & Sondra Seward 

   19: _____________________________ 19: Jon & Kim TeStrake 

   26: _____________________________ 26: Tammy Bathen 

  

  1 Eileen Herzog 

 Cathy Butler  

  3 Marilyn Oline 

  4 Norm DeJong 

 Courtney Rouse 

  5  Jinger Hougen 

  7 Angie Bonefas 

 Charlie Conklin 

 Neal Rathbun 

10 Jenna Smith 

12  Mary Klotzbach 

13  Kaleb Clendenen 

14 Pam Fitzgerald 

 Larry Johnson 

 Donna Jordening 

15 Jorja Cue 

 Brynn Martin 

16  Frank Sauer 

 Kate Savage 

17 Lauren Stilwell 

18  Dale Siglin 

 Ben Copenhaver 

19 Jo Willey 

20 Roger Bahr 

22 Carole Mumm 

24 Olivia Kaiser 

26  Sandra Johnson 

27  Beth Ownby 

29 Jeff Frye 

  7 Juan & Keri Rodriguez 

10 Marty & Julie Brown 

14  Chuck & Audrey Conklin 

 Leonard McClenathan & 

 Mildred Hicks 

21 Ken & Kathy Partridge 
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1 Sandy Hood 

 Diane Yeager 

 Jenny Peters 

3 Katelyn Van Buren 

5 Travis Weis 

6 Sean Geertsema 

7  Margaret Ownby 

 William Burkett 

12 John Butler 

 Ben Malek 

15 Jacob Sorg 

16 Hannah Butler 

17 Sandra Sauer 

 Tom Butler 

19 Ken White 

 Jessi Kennicker 

20 Carroll Conklin 

 Janet Harms 

 Kris Martin 

22 Ashley Conklin 

23 Linda Hanna 

27 Zachary Cue 

29  Dick Siglin 

30  Katelyn Trimble 

31 Bob Blakesley 

1 Darwin & Mary Jean 

 Johnson 

29 Bud & Marian Hare 

Ushers:  Co-Head Ushers:  Roger Bahr, Don Mumm 

 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Lee Bowden, Gary Humes, Howard Miller, Don Mumm 

  

Greeters:   Elder Greeters: 

 1:  __________________________ Jan: John Klotzbach, Don Mumm 

 8: Don & Lucille Cottrell 

 15: Wayne & Sondra Seward 

 22: __________________________ 

 29: __________________________  

  

Acolytes:      

 1: Sean Geertsma, Brian Smith 

 8, 15: Kaylee Eilers, Kate Savage 

 22, 29: Joseph Kaiser, Kyle Eilers 

     

Children’s Sermons: Nursery: 

 1: Janet Harms 1:   Mickey Geertsma 

 8: __________________________ 8:  Rachel Barloon, Brynn Martin 

 15: Mark Geertsma 15:  Chloe Kaiser, Avri Ruffcorn 

 22:  Ruth Liscum 22: Zach Bathen, Brian Smith 

 29: John Butler 29: Hannah Butler, Erica Barloon 

   

Flowers: 

 1: Dorotha In Praise for New Year 

 8: Kate Risk In Memory of Loved Ones 

 15: Frank & Sandy Sauer 

 22:  Leonard McClenathan & Mildred Hicks In Memory 
  of Loved Ones 

 29: Mary Klotzbach for February Birthdays 

   

Bulletins: 

 1: __________________________________________ 

 8: __________________________________________ 

 15: Margaret Ownby 

 22:  __________________________________________ 

 29: __________________________________________ 

 

Fellowship Treats:    Coffee Prep/Clean Up: 

     1: _____________________________ 1:   Margaret Ownby  

 8: BRUNCH - Church Life 8:  Wayne & Sondra Seward 

   15: The TeStrake Family 15: Jon & Kim TeStrake 

   22: _____________________________ 22: Tammy Bathen 

   29:  _____________________________ 29: Norm & Norma DeJong 
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I grew up in a small town near Springfield, Ohio that would 

make Otterville look like a metropolis.  Our house had three 

bedrooms with NO doors.  No kidding!  The oldest of four 

kids, our family was very active in church activities and we 

were raised in a Baptist church. 
 

I joined the Air Force after high school and was stationed in 

England, where I met Tim and we were married.  A year 

later, we ended up in Las Vegas.  Being in the military         

enabled me to do quite a bit of traveling, which was           

wonderful.  Tim and I moved to Iowa from Las Vegas to be 

closer to our families.  We have two children; Kaylee (13) and 

Kyle (11).  We lived in Iowa City for four years and moved to 

Independence in 2002 for Tim’s job.  We chose Independence 

because of it’s outstanding special needs programs for our son 

Kyle who was diagnosed with autism. 
 

After leaving the Air Force, I was able to be a stay-at-home 

Mom and eventually started working in the school system 

shortly after moving to Independence.  For the past 5 years, 

I’ve been the interventionist at East Elementary, working with children on behavior issues.  I’ve 

also been able to work with special needs children and help them adapt to daily school activities.  

I have enjoyed getting to know many of you over the past few years and consider many of the 

FPC family as close friends. 
 

I am very excited to become the FPC Youth Ministry Coordinator.  I am looking forward to     

developing programs for both the FPC and Independence youth.  

Presbyterian Women met Tuesday, January 3, at 9:30 a.m.  Our hostess was Marian Conklin.  
The Bible Study was on Lesson #4 - “Greatly Honored are Those Who Are Famished and 
Parched for Justice!”.  The meeting in February will be held on Tuesday, February 7th.  
 

Presbyterian Women transferred $500 to “Support & Endowment” to aid in the up-keep of 
our church.  A family was adopted for the December Christmas Meeting. 
 

Quilters meet Tuesday at 9 a.m. January 10th & 24th. 
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This year our church was able to help 27 families thanks to the           

following businesses or groups: BankIowa, BankIowa Bookkeeping 

Dept., Beta Sigma Phi, Buchanan County Health Center, BCHC     

Morning Work Out Group, BCHC Silver Sneakers, First Presbyterian 

Church, First Presbyterian Church Bible Study Group, First            

Presbyterian Church Fidelity Circle, First Presbyterian Church -

Uncorked, Russ and Kim Hansen and family, Independence Area   

Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors, Independence Federal Bank for 

Savings, Independence Fire Department, Independence Schools - East 

Elementary, Independence Schools - Food Service, Independence 

Schools - HS Honor Society/Student Council, Independence Schools - 

West Elementary, Laree's, Lions Club, Dr. Rick and Alicia McCormick 

and family, Medical Associates, Q3 Innovation, Red Hats, Rotary Club, 

and the Rowley Presbyterian Church. 
 

The Community Life Committee thanks everyone who participated in the 2011 effort.  A special thank you to 

Julie Rouse, ICSD Elementary Guidance Counselor and the ICSD Elementary teachers for making this possible.  

The families that were chosen really appreciated being part of the Adopt-A-Family program this year. 
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The Youth gathered at homes to sing Christmas Carols in December.  The Youth gathered at homes to sing Christmas Carols in December.  The Youth gathered at homes to sing Christmas Carols in December.  The Youth gathered at homes to sing Christmas Carols in December.  
Don Adams was sure glad they made a visit to see him.Don Adams was sure glad they made a visit to see him.Don Adams was sure glad they made a visit to see him.Don Adams was sure glad they made a visit to see him.    


