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The first week of school is complete. With the Labor Day weekend just ahead summer is almost
over. I can’t help but wonder where the time went. I started the summer with lots of plans.
Some of them I accomplished and others are now put aside for another time. I had a marvelous
Canadian fishing trip with my Dad and two sons. We gathered with over 100 Hougen’s for a
wonderful family reunion in spectacular Estes Park, CO. Jinger and I spent a few days on the
shore of Lake Superior with lousy cell phone and internet service. I struggled with technology
withdrawal but eventually was able to relax and enjoy the beauty and tranquility of a remote
location. Golfing this year was a disaster. Our golf course flooded, again. (It’s now becoming an
annual event.) As a result my golf game is more ragged than I would like it to be and I find
myself wishing I could have played more. Alas, another summer has past all too quickly.
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Now I have to turn my attention to the busy year ahead and wonder if I’m ready for what’s to
come. The rest that I craved at the beginning of the summer now seems to have slipped rapidly
away, leaving me somewhat breathlessly facing the upcoming autumn season. Plans are made
and others are in the works. Summer always provides a change of pace, a break from routine, a
much needed opportunity to be with family and friends. The challenge is moving from summer
to fall and rekindling the fire and reenergizing the passion going forward. It is made more
complicated when you don’t want to let go of the summer, at least not quite yet.
In Isaiah 43 God speaking through the prophet tells us, “Forget the former things; do not dwell
on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?” As I read
this it occurs to me that what we are to let go of is not the positives, but the negatives. The people
of Israel had been through a negative time, they were a conquered people living in a foreign land.
When life is going bad it’s easy to get focused on the negatives. This can get in the way of the
future. Why? Because when we are focused on the negatives we will fail to see the new thing
God is doing.

Dear Lord Jesus, bless the children
and youth of this nation, returning
to their schools and colleges. May
your Holy Spirit enlighten their
minds, purify their vision and
strengthen their wills. Protect
them as they learn in the
classroom and participate in
activities outside it. May they
learn to follow in
your steps, just as
you grew in wisdom
and stature, and in
favor with God and
man.
Amen.

I have many wonderful memories of the summer of 2010. These memories center around time
spent with family and friends. Those are not the things God wants me to forget. To the contrary,
our relationships become the fertile ground from which the new things God wants to do can
spring to life. What is it that has the power to rekindle my fire and reenergize my passion? My
relationships: with God and with others. Does that mean that everything in life is great? Not at
all. Life can be and is hard. But rather than getting stuck on the negatives, God encourages us to
focus on what gives us life. Because it is the very thing that gives life from which the new things
God is up to will spring forth. Even now it is happening. Can you see it?

Loving Creator, you have generously and graciously given us
blessing after blessing, gift after gift, kindness after kindness.
Your steadfast love and amazing grace abound in our lives. You
are awesome, and we are humbled and deeply grateful.

Help us, O Lord, to feel your strengthening presence with us. Help us to place our trust in you,
knowing that you will empower and enable us to serve you and others. Help us to rekindle the
fire of passion within our hearts. Help us to remember that we worship and serve an awesome
God who is worthy of our praise!

Now we give our tokens of love and appreciation to you. First,
we offer our grateful hearts, minds and souls. Receive our praise
and thanksgiving. We also offer the gifts of our labor, our
monetary offerings, and our pledge of talent, time and service.
Help us be dedicated servants for you in our daily lives so we
may be more worthy of the life you have given us. In Jesus’
name. Amen.

Pastor John
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P AGE 2

I want to show my appreciation by saying
that I had the best birthday ever! Thank
you for attending my 90th birthday Open
House and for the many lovely cards and
well wishes. I love you all!

K E RY GM A

09/06:
09/12:
09/19:
09/26:

P AGE 1 1

Labor Day weekend. No HSF.
High School Fellowship 6:30-8:00 p.m.
High School Fellowship 6:30-8:00 p.m.
High School Fellowship 6:30-8:00 p.m.

9/12:

T.J. Peters
Zach Bathen
Olivia kaiser
Chloe kaiser

Dorothy Malek

The Gene West Family thanks everyone for cards prayers,
donations and support in our time of need. We thank Pastor
John Hougen for the beautiful service. Thank you!
Gene West Family

As Presbyterian entered the Convention Center in Minneapolis for worship on Sunday, we were
pleased to see old friends from Synod School as well as our former pastor, Ward Holder, and his
wife, Ellagene. They now live in Maine. We were unable to make contact in the huge crowd
afterward after this momentous occasion.
John and Mary Klotzbach, Jeff, Sarah, and Erin Dickinson

Presbyterian Women will meet Tuesday, September 7th at 9:30 a.m. at the church. The
Hostess will be Fran Hood. Shirley Rozendaal will give the lesson. The Bible study will be the
introduction to the new study book - “Journey Through Revelation Apocalyptic Hope for
Today” by Barbara Rossing.

PW Quilters are in
need of old blankets
and flannel sheets for
padding in their
quilts. If you have
any of these items
please bring them to
the church or call
Ruth Liscum (3343515) and I will be
glad to pick them up.

The
4th
Sunday each month the Deacons
ask that you bring nonperishable
food items for the Food
Pantry. The need is GREAT, please
be generous.
The Deacons are also seeking
volunteers to pick up members for
Sunday morning service. If you are
able to assist those who cannot
drive any longer please contact
one of the Deacons.

TRIVIA NIGHT - Sunday, September 19 at
6:00 p.m. - We ask each person to donate at
least $5 and to bring an appetizer to share with
everyone. ALL the proceeds from this Trivia
Night will go to the Help Our Teachers
(H.O.T.) Program in the Independence
Schools. Wayne Seward will be our quiz
master. Form a team and join us. If you don't
have a team, then we will find you one. This is
a fun night and supports a great cause. Last
Spring, Trivia Nights supported the H.O.T. the
Mentoring Program in the Independence
Community School District.

PF Committee continues to stay busy with many different issues. Over the first half of 2010, we have approved several items
for purchase.
Electric heating coils for the church roof which should reduce the likelihood of water damage caused by snow and ice.
A new desktop computer to replace Pastor John’s 10-year old PC.
Needed parts for the church’s boiler heating system.

Fall Gathering is slated for October 2nd at West Liberty.
Quilting Sessions this month will be September 14th and 28th from 9:00 am until noon
concluding with a potluck luncheon.
A Thank You was received from Camp Wyoming for the $400 sent to support refurbishing projects.
Study Books are available through Fran Hood and everyone is welcome to join our Circle.

Replacement of deteriorated kitchen and front door sidewalk.
None of these items would have been possible without the generosity of specific gifts via our SEMC (Support Endowment
Management Committee) funds. We have received gifts directly to the “Support” fund for items such as our church’s soffit/
fascia system and concrete work, as well as to our “Endowment” fund which helps with a variety of non-budgeted expenses
that have arisen. If anyone has questions about how they may also help donate toward either of these funds, please contact a
Session member.
As we move toward the final four months of the church’s budget year, please try to ensure that if you have pledged a specific
gift for 2010 that you are current.
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9th Grade Girls Group has met 4 times this summer. All the girls really value getting to do something together that does
not involve the pressure of academics or athletics. We center our time together with prayer. Even when we head out
for shopping we pray in the van. We have gone swimming, helped pack up the middle school, gone ice skating and had
a swap and shop night all in the last three months.
The girls have made great friendships. There are three homeschooled kids in the group that feel just as welcomed and
befriended as the public school kids. As these girls start high school this fall, two of the three homeschooled kids will be
students at the high school. They are so thrilled to feel like they belong before they even set foot in the door. Also, I
know one of the girls used these activities to reach a classmate whose family was going through a divorce. She knew
the girl would feel supported and get that sense of family from this group when she most needed it. I am proud of the
girls for looking out for each other. Now they tell me they will make a deliberate effort to include the St. John girls who
are now joining them at the high school. They want to continue the activities and expand the friendships. We shall see
what their expanded high school schedules allow for. We shall also be inviting them to join our high school youth group
as often as possible.
Now my next start up group is for the current 6th and 7th grade girls to help the next wave of kids at FPC that need this
kind of programming. Club 67 will follow the same framework as the pilot group did. I have accessed families by email
and they are all excited that FPC is offering another round of activities for another crop of kids. This group of girls has
been volunteering on Mondays at Prairie Hills Assisted Living for the last two years. They have enjoyed the intergenerational friendships, and they want to continue on with this service
project. They look forward to adding the themed activities in the
youth room twice a month like “the older girls” do.
I reach out to the kids by creating flyers for St. John, the new West
Elementary, and the new Jr High School. The secretaries are very
good about announcing the events. I also email as many people as I
can access. These days kids think email is passé so I also text them
and try to create messages on facebook for them. It is a technological world, and churches like FPC are succeeding with forward thinking plans and communications.
All of these activities are supported by a three year decreasing grant
from the Eastern Iowa Presbytery. I appreciate all the support available and the wonderful space FPC has created for the youth to enjoy. The room itself is a reason for the success of this project. Thank
you for another good year.
Kate Barloon

Combined service project of 9th Grade Girls Group
and Club 67 as they gathered to rake out the new
wood chips in the new East/West elementary
playground. Jim and Shirley Rozendaal also
volunteered that day. It was a hot one.

K E RY GM A

P AGE 3

My name is Kris Martin and I was born in
Denver, Colorado. At a young age my family
moved to England, to follow my father who
was stationed there in the Air Force.
Following a few years overseas we moved to
Illinois, and finally ended up in Iowa when I
was in the third grade. I graduated from
Anamosa, Iowa in 1989. (Wow that seems
like a long time ago!) Following my graduation I enrolled at Upper Iowa University in
Fayette and majored in education and played
four years of volleyball. This is where I met
my husband Dave. We married in 1992 and
had our first daughter Brynn in 1999. We
welcomed our second daughter Reese in
2003.
About three years ago my family and I
moved to Independence. We resided in Fayette Iowa for 18 years, where I
commuted to Oelwein daily. I was the director of the Alternative High
School for 13 years, I had the enjoyment of starting the program and seeing
it grow and thrive. After 13 years, the opportunity arose within the
Independence Community School District, and I accepted a position as a
5-12 Instructional Strategist I. I currently work at the high school, and I
absolutely love it. This fall I will be coaching the 7th grade volleyball team
and also continuing with AAU volleyball coaching.
One thing I have learned since coming to Independence is that it is a
welcoming, awesome town. There are so many opportunities within the
community; we always have something to do. I never seem to have a day
where I sit home and do nothing. We have met a ton of fun friends, and are
committed to staying in this community and raising our daughters.
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DEADLINE:
Newsletter articles must be submitted to the
church office by Monday, September 20th
to be printed in the October Newsletter.
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P AGE 9

The VBS program from July 6th - 8th was a wonderful experience for so many of our youth. I wish to thank you for your
gracious monetary and donated food and craft items that made the program and dinner thereafter-such a success. I would
especially like to thank those from our congregation who gave of their time and talents and trust that this list is complete:
The Bathen family for erecting the sign promoting VBS
Winona West and Bette Butler for their assistance with the preparation of snacks
Ruth Hamilton and Jennifer Bahr in the presentation of the Bible lessons
Mari Butler, Mercedes Johnson and Melody Malek in leading the music
Janet Harms and Kelly Harms in providing great games
Jon Testrake and Kyle Harms for conducting the Science/Nature Lab

SEPTEMBER
6th
(Office will be closed)

Tammy Bathen, Cathy Butler, Avri Ruffcorn, Zach Bathen, Margaret Ownby, Michaela Geertsma, Chloe Kaiser, and
Kaylee Eilers for assisting in the daily programs
To the parents who registered their children and participated in the closing ceremonies.
Lastly a huge thank you to Fayla Cannon, who spear headed the endeavors from the Methodist Church and to her great support staff, as well. Son Rock Kids Vacation Bible School was a wonderful event because of the combined efforts of so many.
Every contribution was greatly appreciated.
The enthusiasm of the "Blessed Bees" (Kindergartners), "Caring Cardinals" (1st & 2nd graders,) and "Faithful Frogs" (3rd, 4th,
and 5th graders) was evident every day as they explored the vastness of God's love.
Thank you for making this possible!
Lynda Fiester

Beginning September 19 Pastor John will
begin preaching a series: Nurturing
Discipleship: Five practices for Thriving
Churches. After worship, pastor will also
lead the Adult Sunday School class in a discussion of the topic. There is a study book
for the class. Cost is $7. If you wish to
participate, please sign up at the table in
the Friendship Area.

www.independence.com

fpcoffice@indytel.com

Fax: 334-4134

Phone: 334-3523

Independence, IA 50644

P. O. Box 188

115 6th Ave. N.W

CHURCH

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
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10:45
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Sunday School
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(1st Day of Sunday School)

9:30 Worship
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10:45 Sunday School
6:00 Adult Trivia Night
6:00 HSF

9:30 Worship
10:30 Fellowship
10:30 Sunday School Kick Off
11:30 Potluck
6:00 HSF

9:30 Worship
10:30 Fellowship

26

19

12

5

6

27

Newsletter
Deadline

20

13

Office Closed

MON

7

9:00 PW Quilters &
Potluck

28

21

9:00 PW Quilters &
Potluck

14

9:30 Fidelity Circle

TUE

15

8

1

7:00 Choir

6:15 Bells

6:30 Nominating
Committee

29

22
1:30 Operation Backpack
Assembly
6:15 Bells
6:00 Dinner & Session
Training (Until 9:00)

6:15 Bells
7:00 Choir

7:00 Choir

1:30 Operation
Backpack
Assembly

WED

9

2

30

23

16

THU

FRI

24

17

10

3

SAT
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25

18

11
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Ushers: Co-Head Ushers: Roger Bahr, Don Mumm
5, 19, 26: Wayne & Sondra Seward, Cole & Gina Trimble
12:

T.J. Peters, Justin Hougen, Olivia Kaiser, Chloe Kaiser

Elder Greeters:
September: John Butler, Eric Smith

1

Evelyn Gray
3

Greeters:

Lucille Cottrell
Adam Nash (Rouse)
Melissa Savage

5:

Brooks & Hildegard Burkhart

12:

Juan & Keri Rodriguez Family

4

Megan Sorg

19:

Dave & Kris Martin Family

6

Tonia Weis

26:

Jon & Kim Testrake Family

9

Clarence Rouse

10

Doug Kaiser

Children’s Sermons:

Ray Reinhart

5:

Janet Harms

12:

Ryan Ruffcorn

11

19:

Mark Geertsma

12

26:

Ruth Liscum

Flowers:
5:

_______________________________________

12:

Bob & Cheryl Hanna

19:

Chuck & Audrey Conklin in Memory of
Son, Jeff Conklin

26:

Frankie Bowden in Memory of Arnie
Bowden

Lori Siglin
Lonny Bathen
Jean Ann Main
Dave Martin
13

Donna Jones

14

Roger Willey

15

Tammy Bathen

16

Jordan Geertsma

17

Alex Reinhart

19

Marcia Henderson

20

Tony Rouse
Sondra Seward

Bulletins:

21

5:

_______________________________________

Judy Olsen

The First Presbyterian Church is again working with the Northeast Iowa Food Bank to provide the BackPack
Program to the kids enrolled in Calvary Evangelistic Center School, St. Johns School, and the Independence
Community School District for the 2010-2011 school year.
If the only meals children eat are at school, what do these children eat on the days when they’re not in school?
The BackPack Program addresses this question. The goal of BackPack Program is to provide healthy,
kid-friendly foods to children who are in need. As defined by the United States Department of Agriculture,
households that are in need are uncertain of having, or unable to acquire enough food to meet basic needs of all
household members because of insufficient money or other resources.
The BackPack Program provides backpacks or bags of food to children at the end of the school week to combat
weekend hunger. The program begins this month with the Independence Lions Club helping to assemble the first
round of food bags. Assembly will continue through the 2010-2011 school year generally every other Wednesday.
The need for volunteers, groups or businesses to help set up and/or to help fill the backpack food bags is
ongoing. The next open assembly date is September 8; here are the current open assembly dates.
September - 8 & 22

Kyle Eilers

October - 6 (early out)

12:

Monte & Lillian Cue in Memory of Mother, Helen B. Nellist

23

Kathleen Snow

November - 17 (early out)

19:

Jon & Kim Testrake

24

Shirley Rozendaal

26:

Bonnie O’Brien

December - 1 (early out) & 15 (early out)

26

Alison Trimble

Assembly takes place in the Fellowship Room starting generally at 1:30. If Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. does not fit
your group or business schedule, we have Tuesday open as well and can be flexible with the start time.

Fellowship Treats:
5:

_______________________________________

12:

_______________________________________

19:

Jon & Kim Testrake Family

26:

Trimble Family in Honor of Alison’s Birthday

Coffee Preparation/Clean Up:
5:

Frankie Bowden, Margaret Ownby

12:

Wayne & Sondra Seward

19:

John & Kim Testrake

26:

Lonny & Tammy Bathen

3

Dale & Yvette Siglin

4

Mark & Leah Geertsema

9

Doug & Audra Kaiser

“You can never have too many volunteers”, so said Jon Holland, BackPack Program Coordinator. “It is
absolutely amazing watching how engaged the people are that come to help, there are smiles on their faces and
much conversation making the time go very quickly. We have had the help from Independence Rotary Club,
Independence Athletic Boosters, Geater Machining & Manufacturing and other various church and school
groups”, Holland went on to say.

10 Tony & Dawn Rouse
15 Roger & Karen Bahr
28 Dick & Susan Watkins
29 Kevin & Pam Peterson

Jon would like you to call him at 319-361-3126 or email at jholland@indytel.com or call the church at 334-3523 to
help.

