
Unit 20  Twins 

Introduce the book and word list
Read the title with children. Discuss what 
twins are (two sisters, two brothers, or one of 
each, born at the same time) and how they 
sometimes look. (like each other) Have children 
identify the two girls on the cover. (Tic and 
Toc) Point out that they’re not twins or even 
sisters, but in this book they make believe 
they are. Ask how Tic and Toc look like twins 
in the picture. (They have on the same colored 
clothes.) Explain that twins might look similar, 
but no two people are alike in every way. Have 
children discuss how they’re similar to and 
different from their family or friends.

Read the word list with children. Ask what it 
means if someone pretended to like something. 
(The person acted like she liked something when 
she really didn’t.)

Guide reading
Listen and give support as individuals read the 
book in a small group. Pause every few pages to 
ask comprehension questions.

Page 1  Why do you think Tic and Toc 
decide to dress up like twins? They think it 
will be fun. (Draw conclusions)

Page 3  How are Tic and Toc dressed alike? 
They’re wearing red shirts, tan pants, and red 
sandals. How do they act alike? They both 
hop on one foot. (Compare and contrast)

Page 5  Flop can mean to fall over or to not 
do well. How is Toc’s handstand a flop? It’s 
not good, and she falls over. What’s a split? a 
way of sitting with one leg straight forward and 
one leg straight back (Develop vocabulary)

What is Toc thinking? A handstand is not 
fun. What is Tic thinking? A split is not 
fun. Can they hear each other’s thoughts? 
No, the thoughts are only in their heads. 
(Understand characters and text features) 

Page 7  Does Toc like the banana? no Why 
does she pretend to like it? She thinks she 
has to like the banana because Tic likes it 
and they’re acting like twins. (Understand 
characters) 

Page 9  How do the girls differ on these 
pages? Toc likes Coconut the cat. Tic likes 
dogs, not cats. (Compare and contrast)

Page 10  Why does Toc think “Help!” when 
Tic asks her to put ribbons in her hair? She 
does not want to wear ribbons and wishes 
someone would help her so she wouldn’t have 
to. (Understand characters)

Key vocabulary: twins, pretended, 
flop, split, unique  
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Page 13  Why is Toc about to leave? She 
doesn’t want to wear ribbons or act like a twin. 
What does Tic do? She stops Toc and says 
they can dress like twins but don’t have to act 
alike. (Determine cause and effect) 

Page 14  Why are the girls happy? They’re 
each acting like themselves. (Understand 
characters)

Discuss the book after reading it
1.  Everyone is unique, which means there’s 

only one of each person and no one is 
exactly alike. How does the book show 
Tic and Toc are unique? They like and 
are good at different things. (Develop 
vocabulary) 

2.  Do you think Tic and Toc should have 
told each other when they didn’t like 
doing something the other liked doing? 
Why or why not? Answers and reasons will 
vary. (Give and support opinions)

3.  Would you like to dress up as a twin with 
one of your friends? Would you want to 
do the same things as each other? Why 
or why not? Answers and reasons will vary. 
(Connect text to self)

Focus on a story’s lesson
Tell children sometimes the characters in 
a book learn something that we as readers 
can learn too. Remind children that at the 
beginning of Twins, Tic and Toc have fun 
dressing up as twins. Discuss what happens 
when the girls try to act like twins by doing 

everything alike. (They each end up doing 
things they don’t like to do. They both stop having 
fun.) Ask what the girls learn by the end of 
the book that makes it fun for them to play 
together again. (They learn they don’t have to 
like and do the same things as each other. They 
are happiest when they each act like themselves.) 
Have children discuss how knowing what Tic 
and Toc learned can help them get along better 
with their own friends.  

Independent Activities

•  Have children reread the book several 
times for fluency practice. 

•  On Practice Page 
20, have children 
cut apart the 
boxes and glue 
them in the 
chart to show 
which things Tic 
likes and which 
things Toc likes.

•  Have children 
use pictures and 
words to make a list of their favorite 
things (favorite animal, toy, color,  
game, and so on). Have partners share 
their lists and discuss how they like 
some of the same things and some 
different things.

Directions: Have children cut apart the boxes below and glue them in the chart to show which things Tic likes and which things Toc likes.

Tic likes . . . Toc likes . . .

bananas cats splits

dogs handstands plums
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