
Unit 21  The Rotten Egg 

Introduce the book and word list
Have children identify the Superkids on the 
cover. (Frits, Icky, and Alf) Point out that the 
man is Frits’s grandpa. Ask children what they 
think the boys are doing (visiting Frits’s grandpa 
for a few days) and how they can tell. (The 
boys are carrying bags.) Then read the title with 
them and explain that it’s part of the saying 
“Last one in is a rotten egg.” Discuss what the 
saying means and why people say it. (The last 
one to do something is the rotten egg. People say it 
to get others to join an activity quickly because no 
one wants to be a rotten egg.) Explain that in the 
story, one of the boys ends up being the rotten 
egg. Have children discuss how they think 
they’d feel to be the rotten egg who didn’t 
want to or was afraid to do something with 
their friends. 

Read the word list with children. Discuss what 
it means to go underwater. (put your whole body 
and head under the water) Explain that admits 
means tells the truth about a secret.

Guide reading
Listen and give support as individuals read the 
book in a small group. Pause every few pages to 
ask comprehension questions.

Page 1  Who is Grandpop? Frits’s grandpa 
Where are the boys visiting Grandpop? at his 
cabin [Explain that a cabin is a small house, 
often out in the woods.] (Understand setting)

Page 3  Why is Alf the rotten egg? He gets 
in the water last. How do Frits and Icky get 
in the water quickly? They jump off the dock. 
[Explain that a dock is a platform built on the 
shore of a pond or lake.] Where do Frits and 
Icky go? to the bottom of the pond Where 
does Alf stay? on top of the water (Compare 
and contrast)

Page 5  What is Alf ’s problem? He doesn’t 
like to go underwater. Whom does he admit 
his problem to? Grandpop What does 
Grandpop say? He’ll help Alf. (Recognize plot: 
problem and solution) 

Page 7  What time of day is sunup? early in the 
morning when the sun is coming up Why do Alf 
and Grandpop go to the pond? so Grandpop 
can help Alf learn how to go underwater Why 
do you think they go before Icky and Frits 
wake up? Alf might not want them to know 
about his problem. (Draw conclusions)

Page 11  Look back at pages 7–11. How does  
Grandpop help Alf learn to go underwater? 
He and Alf get their faces wet and then put 
their heads under and pop up fast. Next they 
slide off the dock slowly, and then they step off 
the dock. (Understand steps in process)

Key vocabulary: rotten egg, underwater, 
admits, cabin, dock, sunup
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Page 13  What can Alf do that he wasn’t 
able to do before? run off the dock and go 
underwater How can you tell he’s happy? 
He’s smiling in the pictures. (Understand 
characters) 

Page 14  Why is Grandpop the rotten egg? 
He was last to jump in the water. Alf jumped in 
first. (Determine cause and effect)

Discuss the book after reading it
1.  Why was the pond important in the story? 

The story is about how Alf was afraid to 
swim underwater in the pond and how 
Grandpop helped him. How would the 
story have been different if it had been 
winter? The boys would not have gone 
swimming, so Alf’s problem would not have 
come up. (Understand setting)

2.  Do you like to swim underwater or would 
you like to learn how to? Why or why not? 
Answers and reasons will vary. (Connect 
text to self)

3.  Do you think Frits was being mean when 
he said, “Last kid in is a rotten egg!”? 
Why or why not? Answers and reasons will 
vary. (Give and support opinions)

Focus on characters
Remind children that characters are the people 
or animals a story is about. Tell them that 
thinking about how the characters feel and act 
in a story can help them understand the story 
better. Have children name the characters 
in The Rotten Egg. (Grandpop, Alf, Frits, and 

Icky) Ask which character is not happy at 
the beginning of the story (Alf) and why. (He 
doesn’t like to swim underwater like Frits and 
Icky do, so he’s not able to have fun playing in the 
water with them.) Ask which character helps 
Alf (Grandpop) and how. (He teaches Alf how to 
go underwater.) Discuss how Alf and Grandpop 
feel at the end of the book and why. (Alf is 
happy because he learned how to do something he 
was afraid to do, and now he can have fun in the 
water with his friends. Grandpop is happy because 
he was able to help Alf.)

Independent Activities

•  Have children reread the book several 
times for fluency practice. 

•  On Practice Page 
21, have children 
read the event 
in each box and 
circle the picture 
that shows how 
Alf felt. For the 
last event, have 
them guess how 
Alf will feel at 
the end of the 
visit.

•  Have children draw and write to tell 
about what they might see if they were 
swimming underwater in a pond, lake, 
or ocean. 

1.  Frits and Icky swam 
underwater. Alf held 
on to the raft.

2.  Alf admits his problem 
to Grandpop. 

3.  At last, Alf ran off 
the dock and swam 
underwater!

4.  Alf ran the fastest. Alf is 
not the rotten egg.

5.  Alf packs his bag. The visit 
at Grandpop’s cabin is at 
an end. 

Directions: Have children read the event described in each box and circle the picture 
that shows how Alf felt. For number 5, have them guess how Alf will feel at the end of 
the visit—either sad to leave or happy that the visit was so fun.
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