
Unit 14  The Attic 

Introduce the book and word list
Read the title with children. Ask what an 
attic is. (space or room at the top of a house, just 
below the roof) Point out that some attics are 
large enough to play in. Have children look at 
the picture and guess who plays in an attic in 
this book (Tic, Tac, and Toc) and what it looks 
like they play with there. (hats) Explain that 
an attic is often a place where families keep 
old things or stuff they don’t use much. Have 
children discuss what they’d like to find in an 
attic and how they’d play with the different 
things. 

Have children turn to the title page. Point 
out and read the text naming the author and 
illustrator and discuss the role of each. Then 
have children turn to the word list on the next 
page. Read the list with them. Explain that a 
tassel is a decoration with many short strings 
tied together at one end. 

Guide reading
Listen and give support as individuals read the 
book in a small group. Pause every few pages to 
ask comprehension questions.

Page 1  What do the girls see out the 
window? rain What does dull mean? no fun, 
boring Why does Tac think rain is dull? They 
can’t play outside in the rain, and playing 
inside is boring. (Develop vocabulary; draw 
conclusions)

Page 3  Why do you think Tic takes her 
friends to the attic? There’s lots of stuff to 
play with in the attic. What do Tac and Toc 
dislike about the attic? It has lots of dust and 
bugs. (Draw conclusions)

Page 5  Where do the girls find the hats? 
in boxes What are they pretending with the 
cot? They’re riding in a boat. What is Toc 
holding? a paddle What is this kind of paddle 
used for? moving and steering a boat (Use 
pictures; draw conclusions) 

Page 7  What do the girls find in the trunk? 
a doll with a dog How does Toc feel about the 
toy dog? She likes it. How do you know? She 
hugs it. (Understand characters) 

Page 8  What game are the girls playing? 
table tennis How is the game played? Players 
use a small paddle to hit a ball back and forth 
over a net on a table. (Use pictures and prior 
knowledge) 

Key vocabulary: attic, tassel, dull, 
paddle, trunk, is a hit
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Page 9  What can the girls do now that the 
rain has stopped? play outside Why do you 
think Toc and Tac still sit? They’re having 
fun and want to keep playing in the attic. 
(Understand characters)

Page 10  “The attic is a hit!” Does that 
mean it’s well liked or not liked at all? well 
liked Why is Tic glad? She brought her friends 
to the attic to play and she’s happy they’re 
having fun. (Understand characters) 

Discuss the book after reading it
1.  Why did the girls feel unhappy at the 

beginning of the book? They couldn’t play 
outside because it was rainy. Why did they 
feel happy at the end of the book? They 
found lots of fun stuff to do in Tic’s attic. 
(Understand characters)

2.  Do you think Tic’s attic would be a fun 
place to play? Why or why not? Answers 
and reasons will vary. (Give and support 
opinions)

3.  What do you like to do on a rainy day? 
Answers will vary. (Connect text to self)

Focus on setting
Tell children the setting is where a story 
takes place and sometimes the setting is an 
important part of the story. Ask where the 
story The Attic takes place. (Tic’s house, mostly 
in the attic) Have children describe what Tic’s 
attic is like and what can be found there—tell 
them to look back at the pictures if they can’t 

remember. (It’s dusty with lots of bugs. It has lots 
of stuff in it, including boxes, a trunk, hats, a cot, 
a flag, a doll with a dog, a table tennis game, and 
a tea set.) Point out that all the things the girls 
do in the story are because of what they find 
in the attic. Discuss how the story would have 
been different if the attic had been empty or if 
the girls had played in Tic’s kitchen instead of 
her attic. 

Independent Activities

•  Have children reread the book several 
times for fluency practice. The book is 
available in print and online with an 
optional audio recording.

•  On Practice Page 
14, have children 
draw and write to 
tell about what 
they’d like to find 
in an attic. 

•  Have children 
make a list of 
some of the 
things the  
girls found in 
Tic’s attic.

Name

Directions: Have children complete the drawing in the box to show what they’d like to find in an attic. On the lines, have them write or dictate sentences to tell about the attic and what they’d do there. 
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