
Unit 17  Oswald and Ben 

Introduce the book and word list
Read the title with children. Have them 
identify Oswald in the picture. Explain that 
the smaller boy is Oswald’s younger brother, 
Ben. Discuss what brothers are. (two boys with 
the same parents) Ask children if they think 
Oswald and Ben like being brothers (yes) and 
how they can tell. (The boys have their arms 
around each other and are smiling in the picture.) 
Explain that in the book, Oswald and Ben do 
lots of things together, but one of them can 
do everything better than the other one can. 
Ask children who they think will be able to 
do things better and why. (probably Oswald 
because he’s older) Then have them discuss 
things they can do now that they weren’t able 
to do when they were younger. 

Read the word list with children. Ask what it 
means if someone can’t do something as well 
as you can. (You do it better than the other person 
does.) 

Guide reading
Listen and give support as individuals read the 
book in a small group. Pause every few pages to 
ask comprehension questions.

Page 1  Who is taller, Oswald or Ben? 
Oswald Point to the tape measure. How 
will Oswald use it to measure his height? 
He’ll measure from the floor to the mark 
his head came up to on the wall. [Explain 
and demonstrate.] (Use pictures and prior 
knowledge)

Page 3  What can Ben and Oswald both do? 
run and hit the drums Who can run faster? 
Oswald Who can hit the drums better? 
Oswald (Compare and contrast)

Page 4  What is Oswald doing? standing on 
his hands (a handstand) Should your legs be 
straight or bent when doing a handstand? 
straight (Draw conclusions) 

Page 5  Who is stronger, Ben or Oswald? 
Oswald How can you tell? Oswald lifts one 
bag with each hand. Ben needs both hands to 
lift one bag. (Draw conclusions) 

Page 6  Look at the math problems. How 
is Oswald better at adding than Ben is? He 
wrote the correct answer for a harder problem. 
Ben has the wrong answer for an easier 
problem. (Compare and contrast)

Page 7  What did Oswald and Ben make? 
paper snowflakes Do you think Oswald’s 
snowflake is better than Ben’s? Why or why 
not? Most will say Oswald’s snowflake is better 
because it’s prettier. (Use pictures; give and 
support opinions)

Key vocabulary: brothers, as well as, tape 
measure, handstand, bent, stronger
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Page 9  Why do you think Oswald is better 
at digging than Ben is? He’s stronger and can 
use a bigger shovel. How is Oswald better 
at scrubbing than Ben is? He scrubs a real 
car. Ben scrubs a small toy car. (Use pictures; 
compare and contrast)

Page 10  What can Ben do just as well as 
Oswald can? hug How can you tell they like 
hugging each other? Oswald says, “Let’s hug,” 
and they both look happy hugging each other 
in the picture. (Understand characters) 

Discuss the book after reading it
1.  What does the ending of the book show 

is the most important part of being 
brothers? loving each other Why is this 
more important than being able to do 
everything better than a little brother? 
Answers will vary. (Understand a story’s 
lesson)

2.  Look at Ben in the pictures throughout 
the book. How does it look like he’s 
feeling? happy Why do you think he’s 
happy? probably because he likes doing 
things with his big brother and doesn’t care 
that he can’t do them as well as Oswald can 
(Understand characters)

3.  Would you like Oswald as an older 
brother? Would you like Ben as a younger 
brother? Why or why not? Answers and 
reasons will vary. (Connect text to self)

Focus on the pattern in a story
Tell children that some stories follow a pattern 
in how they’re told. Have them turn to pages 2 
and 3 of Oswald and Ben. Read the two pages 

and help children recognize this pattern: The 
first sentence on each page tells something 
Oswald and Ben can do; the second sentence 
says Ben can’t do it as well as Oswald can. 
Read pages 6 and 7 and have children confirm 
that they follow the same pattern. Then read 
page 10 and ask how the pattern changes. 
(The second sentence says Ben can do something, 
hug, just as well as Oswald can.) Point out that 
by changing the pattern, the author gets us 
to pay attention to this last page that tells the 
most important thing about Oswald and his 
brother—that they love each other.

Independent Activities

•  Have children reread the book several 
times for fluency practice. 

•  On Practice 
Page 17, have 
children cut apart 
the sentences 
and glue them 
in the boxes to 
complete the 
pattern and 
tell about the 
pictures. 

•  Oswald does 
lots of things well. Have children draw 
a picture and write or dictate a sentence 
to tell about something they can  
do well. 

Ben cannot dig as well 
as I can.

Ben CAN hug as well 
as I can.

Ben cannot run as fast 
as I can.

Ben cannot cut as well 
as I can.

1.

Ben and I can run.

2.

Ben and I can cut.

3.

Ben and I dig.

4.

Ben and I hug.

Directions: Have children cut apart the sentences below and glue them in the boxes to complete the pattern and tell about the pictures.
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