
Unit 19  Golly and the Flip-Flop Flap 

Introduce the book and word list
Read the title with children. Ask what a flip-
flop is. (a kind of shoe) Explain that in the title, 
flap means a problem that causes confusion or 
trouble. Discuss what seems to be the problem 
with the flip-flop in the picture (A frog is sitting 
on it.) and who is upset about it. (Golly) Point 
out that it’s Lily’s flip-flop and Golly is trying to 
keep it safe or protect it. Have children discuss 
what they think Golly might do to protect 
Lily’s flip-flop from the frog. (bark at the frog or 
chase it away) Then have them tell about dogs 
they know or have heard about that protect 
people and people’s things. 

Read the word list with children. Ask what 
makes the sound ribbit (a frog) and what can 
make the sound plop. (something dropping in 
water) Have children identify the names with 
an apostrophe s (Frits’s and Ettabetta’s) and 
discuss what this means. (They own something.) 

Guide reading
Listen and give support as individuals read the 
book in a small group. Pause every few pages to 
ask comprehension questions.

Page 1  Where are the Superkids? on the 
bus What time of year is it? probably summer 
How can you tell? The sun is very hot, and 
the kids are wearing shorts and flip-flops. 
(Identify setting)

Page 3  Why do you think Lily says the 
pond is fantastic? She probably likes the 
feeling of the cool water after being so hot. 
What does Ettabetta mean when she says, 
“I bet it is!” She thinks Lily is right about the 
pond being fantastic. (Draw conclusions)

Page 5  Do you think the Superkids like 
looking at the frog on the log? yes Why do 
they get mad at Golly? He barks at the frog 
and scares it away. Why do they make Golly 
sit on the grass? Maybe they’re hoping the 
frog will come back if Golly is not in the pond. 
(Understand characters) 

Page 7  Where does the frog land? on 
Ettabetta’s flip-flop Why does Golly tug on 
the flip-flop? to make the frog get off the flip-
flop and go back to the pond (Determine cause 
and effect) 

Page 9  What happens when Golly taps 
Frits’s flip-flop? The frog hops off. Where 
do you think it will land next? maybe in the 
pond or maybe on Lily’s flip-flop (Determine 
cause and effect; make predictions)

Key vocabulary: flip-flop, flap, 
protect, I bet, fed up 
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Page 11  Where does the frog land? on Lily’s 
flip-flop What does it mean that Golly is fed 
up? He’s tired of trying to get the frog off the 
flip-flops. (Confirm predictions; understand 
characters)

Page 13  What happens when Golly lands 
in the pond? The flip-flops and the kids fall in 
the pond too. (Determine cause and effect) 

Page 14  Why is Golly glad? His problem is 
solved—the frog is back in the pond. Are the 
kids upset about falling in the pond? no How 
can you tell? They’re laughing in the picture. 
(Understand characters)

Discuss the book after reading it
1.  Look at the picture on page 14. Why is it 

good that the shoes in the pond are flip-
flops and not another kind of shoe? The 
flip-flops float on the water. Other kinds of 
shoes might sink and get lost in the pond. 
Also, flip-flops are made to dry quickly. (Use 
pictures; draw conclusions)

2.  The kids went to the pond to cool off. 
What do you do to cool off on a hot day? 
Answers will vary. (Connect text to self)

3.  Do you think Golly was being a bad dog 
or a good dog at the pond? Why do you 
think so? Answers and reasons will vary. 
(Give and support opinions)

Focus on beginning, middle, end
Tell children they can understand and 
remember a story better by thinking about 
what happened in the beginning, middle, and 
end. Have children look at the pictures on 

pages 1–3 of Golly and the Flip-Flop Flap and 
discuss how the story starts. (The kids are hot, 
so they go to the pond with Golly. They see a frog.) 
Ask what happens on pages 4 and 5 when 
Golly sees the frog. (He barks at it, and the kids 
make Golly sit on the grass.) Have children 
look at pages 6–10 and summarize what the 
frog and Golly do in the middle of the story. 
(The frog hops from one flip-flop to another. Golly 
barks and tugs on the flip-flops to get the frog off.) 
Then ask them to look at pages 11–14 and tell 
what happens to end the book. (Golly grabs the 
blanket and runs. Golly, the flip-flops, and the kids 
fall in the pond.)

Independent Activities

•  Have children reread the book several 
times for fluency practice. 

•  On Practice Page 
19, have children 
use a word from 
the top of the 
page to complete 
the sentence in 
each box. Then 
have them draw 
the missing part 
to complete 
each picture.

•  Have children draw a picture 
and write or dictate sentences about 
something they do to cool off on a  
hot day.

Reproducible Page ©
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blanket        pond        frog        flip-flop
 1.  The kids spot a 

 on a log.

2.  The frog lands on a

 .

 3.  Golly grabs the 

 and runs.

4.    The kids land in the 

 .

Directions: Have children use a word from the top to complete the sentence in 
each box. Then have them draw the missing thing to complete each picture.

Name
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Practice Page 19
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