
Opening Hymn  412 The People That in Darkness Sat 
1 The people that in darkness sat 

    A glorious light have seen; 

The light has shined on them who long 

    In shades of death have been, 

    In shades of death have been. 
 

2 To hail Thee, Sun of Righteousness, 

    The gath’ring nations come; 

They joy as when the reapers bear 

    Their harvest treasures home, 

    Their harvest treasures home. 
 

3 To us a Child of hope is born, 

    To us a Son is giv’n, 

And on His shoulder ever rests 

    All pow’r in earth and heav’n, 

    All pow’r in earth and heav’n. 
 

4 His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 

    The Everlasting Lord, 

The Wonderful, the Counselor, 

    The God by all adored, 

    The God by all adored. 
 

5 His righteous government and pow’r 

    Shall over all extend; 

On judgment and on justice based, 

    His reign shall have no end, 

    His reign shall have no end. 
 

D 6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 

    And make us Thine alone, 

Who with the Father ever art 

    And Holy Spirit, one, 

    And Holy Spirit, one. 
Text: Public domain 
 

L O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia. 



Psalm Psalm 72:1–15 

P Give the king Your justice, O God, 

C and Your righteousness to the royal son! 

P May he judge Your people with righteousness, 

C and Your poor with justice! 

P Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, 

C and the hills, in righteousness! 

P May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the children of 

the needy, 

C and crush the oppressor! 

P May they fear you while the sun endures, 

C and as long as the moon, throughout all generations! 

P May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 

C like showers that water the earth! 

P In his days may the righteous flourish, 

C and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 

P May he have dominion from sea to sea, 

C and from the river to the ends of the earth! 

P: May desert tribes bow down before him 

C and his enemies lick the dust! 

P May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render him tribute; 

C may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts! 

P May all kings fall down before him, 

C all nations serve him! 

P For he delivers the needy when he calls, 

C the poor and him who has no helper. 

P He has pity on the weak and the needy, 

C and saves the lives of the needy. 

P From oppression and violence he redeems their life, 

C and precious is their blood in his sight. 

P Long may he live; may gold of Sheba be given to him! 

C May prayer be made for him continually, and blessings invoked for him all the 

day! 

ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen 
 

397 As with Gladness Men of Old 
1 As with gladness men of old 

Did the guiding star behold; 

    As with joy they hailed its light, 

    Leading onward, beaming bright; 

So, most gracious Lord, may we 

Evermore be led by Thee. 
 



2 As with joyful steps they sped, 

Savior, to Thy lowly bed, 

    There to bend the knee before 

    Thee, whom heav’n and earth adore; 

So may we with willing feet 

Ever seek Thy mercy seat. 
 

3 As they offered gifts most rare 

At Thy cradle, rude and bare, 

    So may we with holy joy, 

    Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, 

Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King. 
 

4 Holy Jesus, ev’ry day 

Keep us in the narrow way; 

    And when earthly things are past, 

    Bring our ransomed souls at last 

Where they need no star to guide, 

Where no clouds Thy glory hide. 
 

5 In the heav’nly country bright 

Need they no created light; 

    Thou its light, its joy, its crown, 

    Thou its sun which goes not down; 

There forever may we sing 

Alleluias to our King. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 60:1–6 
1Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2For behold, darkness shall 

cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen 

upon you. 3And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 4Lift up your eyes 

all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your 

daughters shall be carried on the hip. 5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6A 

multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 

         P  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

      C  Thanks be to God 

 

Epistle Reading Ephesians 3:1–12 
1For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2assuming that you have heard 

of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3how the mystery was made known to me by 

revelation, as I have written briefly. 4When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of 

Christ, 5which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his 

holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the 

same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7Of this gospel I was made a 

minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his power. 8To me, though 



I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 

Christ, 9and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all 

things, 10so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 

authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ 

Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. 

         P  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

      C  Thanks be to God 

 

Holy Gospel Reading Matthew 2:1–12 
1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east 

came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose 

and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 
4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be 

born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in 

the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler 

who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from 

them what time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for 

the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9After 

listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before 

them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced 

exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell 

down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and 

myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another 

way. 

 P  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

      C  Thanks be to God 
 

Responsory LSB 230 

L Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth. 

C Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

L Unite my heart to fear Your name that I may walk in Your truth. 

C Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
 

Sermon 
 

399 The Star Proclaims the King Is Here 
1 The star proclaims the King is here; 

But, Herod, why this senseless fear? 

For He who offers heav’nly birth 

Seeks not the kingdoms of this earth. 
 

2 The eastern sages saw from far 

And followed on His guiding star; 

And, led by light, to light they trod 

And by their gifts confessed their God. 
 



3 Within the Jordan’s sacred flood 

The heav’nly Lamb in meekness stood 

That He, of whom no sin was known, 

Might cleanse His people from their own. 
 

4 And oh, what miracle divine, 

When water reddened into wine! 

He spoke the word, and forth it flowed 

In streams that nature ne’er bestowed. 
 

D 5 For this Thy glad epiphany 

All glory, Jesus, be to Thee, 

Whom with the Father we adore, 

And Holy Spirit evermore. 
Text: Public domain 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Canticle 

L Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 

C and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 

Magnificat LSB 933 My Soul Rejoices 
1 My soul rejoices, My spirit voices— 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

    For God my Savior Has shown me favor— 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

    With praise and blessing, Join in confessing 

    God, who is solely Mighty and holy— 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

    His mercy surely Shall rest securely 

    On all who fear Him, Love and revere Him— 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
 



2 His arm now baring, His strength declaring— 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

    The proud He scatters, Their rule He shatters— 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

    Oppression halted; The meek exalted. 

    Full are the hungry; Empty, the wealthy— 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

    Here is the token All that was spoken 

    To Abr’ham’s offspring God is fulfilling— 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110005896 

 

Offering 
Place your offering in the plate as they are passed between the pews.  Please fill out the 

attendance cards (white for members, yellow for guests) and place them in the offering plates as 

well.  Thanks! 
 

Order of Prayer 
Kyrie LSB 233 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Collects 

L O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C And let my cry come to You. 
 

Collect of the Day 

P O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the 

Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your 

divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

Additional Prayers 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 



Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give 

to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be 

set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 

our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 234 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction LSB 234 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
 

398 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
1 Hail to the Lord’s anointed, 

    Great David’s greater Son! 

Hail, in the time appointed, 

    His reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 

    To set the captive free, 

To take away transgression 

    And rule in equity. 
 

2 He comes with rescue speedy 

    To those who suffer wrong, 

To help the poor and needy 

    And bid the weak be strong; 

To give them songs for sighing, 

    Their darkness turn to light, 

Whose souls, condemned and dying, 

    Were precious in His sight. 
 

3 He shall come down like showers 

    Upon the fruitful earth; 

Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, 

    Spring in His path to birth. 

Before Him on the mountains 

    Shall peace, the herald, go; 

And righteousness in fountains 

    From hill to valley flow. 
 



4 Kings shall fall down before Him 

    And gold and incense bring; 

All nations shall adore Him, 

    His praise all people sing. 

To Him shall prayer unceasing 

    And daily vows ascend; 

His kingdom still increasing, 

    A kingdom without end. 
 

5 O’er ev’ry foe victorious, 

    He on His throne shall rest, 

From age to age more glorious, 

    All blessing and all-blest. 

The tide of time shall never 

    His covenant remove; 

His name shall stand forever— 

    That name to us is Love. 
Text: Public domain 
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Soli Deo Gloria 

 


