379 O Come, All Ye Faithful
1 O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him
Born the king of angels:

Refrain O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

2 Highest, most holy,
Light of Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

3 Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
In the highest: Refrain

4  Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,
Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n!
Word of the Father
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

Text: Public domain
Invocation

[P): In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
@: Amen

Confession and Absolution

[P): We celebrate on the eve of the birth of our Savior, Jesus. We know that our sin was
the reason for His coming to earth. As we reflect on our sins, we realize that Jesus came
to this earth to suffer and die on the cross. But He suffered and died so that we can be
forgiven.

@@: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.



(P): In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary so that He
could die for us and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit,

¥: Amen

Hymn of Praise: 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing V. 3
3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Text: Public domain

Collect of the Day

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P} Let us pray.
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer,
we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Children’s Message

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10-14
0Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, ““Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as
heaven.” 2But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” *And he said, “Hear then, O
house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? “Therefore the Lord himself
will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”

370 What Child Is This
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;



Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary!

2 Why lies He in such mean estate

Where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,

The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
The babe, the son of Mary!

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
The babe, the son of Mary!

Text: Public domain

Reading Micah 5:2-5a

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old,

from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then
the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. “And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the
strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LoRD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he
shall be great to the ends of the earth. °>And he shall be their peace.

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem
1 O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

2 For Christ is born of Mary,
And, gathered all above
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth,



And praises sing to God the king
And peace to all the earth!

3 How silently, how silently

The wondrous gift is giv’n!

So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heav’n.

No ear may hear His coming;
But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him, still
The dear Christ enters in.

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem,

Descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Immanuel!

Text: Public domain

Reading Matthew 1:18-25
BNow the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. **And her husband Joseph, being
a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. °But as he considered these
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to
take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2!She will bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” ?2All this took place to fulfill what the
Lord had spoken by the prophet: 2“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 2*When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife, 2°but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name
Jesus.

376 Once in Royal David’s City
1 Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

2 He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly
Lived on earth our Savior holy.



3 For He is our childhood’s pattern,
Day by day like us He grew;
He was little, weak, and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us He knew;
And He feels for all our sadness,
And He shares in all our gladness.

4 And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Through His own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heav’n above;
And He leads His children on
To the place where He is gone.

5 Not in that poor, lowly stable
With the oxen standing by
Shall we see Him, but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high.
Then like stars His children, crowned,
All in white, His praise will sound!

Text: Public domain

Reading Luke 2:1-7
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was the
first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own town.
*And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, °to be registered with Mary, his betrothed,
who was with child. ®And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. ’And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for
them in the inn.

364 Away in a Manger
1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
| love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; | ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, | pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.

Text: Public domain



Reading Luke 2:8-14
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. °And an
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear.
19And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the
people. Y*For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. *>And this will be a
sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” **And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, **Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

368 Angels We Have Heard on High
1 Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav’nly song? Refrain

3 Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain

Text: Public domain

Reading Luke 2:15-20
1>When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. *’And when they saw it, they made known
the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 3And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds
told them. °But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 22And the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

388 Go Tell It on the Mountain
Refrain Go tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and ev’rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born!

1 While shepherds kept their watching
O’er silent flocks by night,



Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light. Refrain

2 The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain

3 Down in a lonely manger

The humble Christ was born;

And God sent us salvation

That blessed Christmas morn. Refrain
Text: Public domain

Sermon

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering
Place your offering in the plate as they are passed between the pews. Please fill out the
attendance card (white for members, yellow for guests) and place in the offering plates. Thanks!

Prayers
(P): Lord, in Your Mercy.
C: Hear our prayer.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.



Lighting of the Candles:

(We light our candles from the Christ Candle. Pastor will light his candle from the Christ
Candle. The ushers will light their candles from Pastor’s candle. The ushers will then come
down the center aisle and light the congregation’s candles. Please remember the unlit candles
should be tipped toward to lit ones to avoid wax dripping on the floor or people.)

[P) Light’s importance was shown on the first day of creation.

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth

(P) And God said,

“Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was good.

(P) But then humans corrupted God’s creation with sin. We needed something greater than
created light. We needed the Light of the world to come and shine in our lives forever.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
[P): All things were made through Him, and without Him was not anything made that was made.
In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. The Light shines in the darkness,
(P) and the darkness has not overcome it.

The true Light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

(P) Christmas is the celebration that the Light of the World has come.

And all who believe in Him have eternal life.

(P) Jesus said, “I am the Light of the World.

Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

(P) Now as we celebrate His birth, we await the Light’s return.

And | saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem coming down out of Heaven from God
(P) and the city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it,

for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb.

[P) And night will be no more. They will need no light of a lamp or sun,

for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

363 Silent Night, Holy Night
1 Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 3 Silent night, holy night! -
Sleep in heavenly peace, Son_of God, love’s pure light
S|eep in hea\/emy peace. Radiant beams from Thy h0|y

_ ) _ face
2 Silent night, holy night! With the dawn of redeeming

Shepherds quake at the sight; grace,

Glori?s stream from heaven afar, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

Text: Public domain



[P): Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you!
[¥: Thanks be to God!
(P): The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
@: Amen
(Congregation may extinguish candles)

Joy to the World
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

4 He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.

Text: Public domain
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