
658 Preserve Your Word, O Savior 
1 Preserve Your Word, O Savior, 

    To us this latter day, 

And let Your kingdom flourish; 

    Enlarge Your Church, we pray. 

O keep our faith from failing; 

    Keep hope’s bright star aglow. 

Let nothing from truth turn us 

    While living here below. 

 

2 Preserve, O Lord, Your honor, 

    The bold blasphemer smite; 

Convince, convert, enlighten 

    The souls in error’s night. 

Reveal Your will, dear Savior, 

    To all who dwell below, 

Great light of all the living, 

    That all Your name may know. 

 

3 Preserve, O Lord, Your Zion, 

    Bought dearly with Your blood; 

Protect what You have chosen 

    Against the hellish flood. 

Be always our defender 

    When dangers gather round; 

When all the earth is crumbling, 

    Safe may Your Church be found. 

 

4 Preserve Your Word and preaching, 

    The truth that makes us whole, 

The mirror of Your glory, 

    The pow’r that saves the soul. 

Oh, may this living water, 

    This dew of heav’nly grace, 

Sustain us while here living 

    Until we see Your face. 

 

5 Preserve in wave and tempest 

    Your storm-tossed little flock; 

Assailed by wind and weather, 

    May it endure each shock. 

Stand at the helm, our pilot, 

    And set the course aright; 



Then we will reach the harbor 

    In Your eternal light. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005896 

 

L O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia. 

 

Psalmody 

L Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

C O come, let us worship Him. 
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C O come, let us sing to the Lord, 

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 

Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving, 

let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise. 

  

For the Lord is a great God 

and a great king above all gods. 

The deep places of the earth are in His hand; 

the strength of the hills is His also. 

  

The sea is His, for He made it, 

and His hand formed the dry land. 

O come, let us worship and bow down, 

let us kneel before the Lord, our maker. 

  

For He is our God, 

and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand. 

  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

L Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

C O come, let us worship Him. 

 



Psalm Psalm 85:8–13 

P  Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 

C  for He will speak peace to His people, to His saints; 

   but let them not turn back to folly. 

P  Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, 

C  that glory may dwell in our land. 

P  Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 

C  righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

P  Faithfulness springs up from the ground, 

C  and righteousness looks down from the sky. 

P  Yes, the LORD will give what is good, 

C  and our land will yield its increase. 

P  Righteousness will go before Him 

C  and make His footsteps a way. 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

682 God of the Prophets, Bless the Prophets’ Sons 
1 God of the prophets, bless the prophets’ sons; 

    Elijah’s mantle o’er Elisha cast. 

Each age its solemn task may claim but once; 

    Make each one nobler, stronger than the last. 

 

2 Anoint them prophets, men who are intent 

    To be Your witnesses in word and deed, 

Their hearts aflame, their lips made eloquent, 

    Their eyes awake to ev’ry human need. 

 

3 Anoint them priests, strong intercessors they, 

    For pardon and for love and hope and peace, 

That, through their pleading, guilty sinners may 

    Find Jesus’ mercy and from sin release. 

 

4 Anoint them kings, yes, kingly kings, O Lord. 

    Anoint them with the Spirit of Your Son. 

Theirs not a jeweled crown, a bloodstained sword; 

    Theirs, by sweet love, for Christ a kingdom won. 

 

5 Make them apostles, heralds of Your cross; 

    Forth let them go to tell the world of grace. 

Inspired by You, may they count all but loss 

    And stand at last with joy before Your face. 
Text: Public domain 

 



Readings 
Old Testament Amos 7:7–15 

 7This is what [the Lord God] showed me: behold, the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a 

plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I 

said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, 

“Behold, I am setting a plumb line 

 in the midst of my people Israel; 

 I will never again pass by them; 
9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 

 and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 

 and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 

 10Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired 

against you in the midst of the house of Israel. The land is not able to bear all his words. 11For thus 

Amos has said, 

“‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 

 and Israel must go into exile 

 away from his land.’” 

12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, and eat bread there, and 

prophesy there, 13but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of 

the kingdom.” 

 14Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I was no prophet, nor a prophet’s son, but I was a 

herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs. 15But the LORD took me from following the flock, and the 

LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’” 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Ephesians 1:3–14 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption as sons 

through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which 

he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 
9making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a 

plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him 

who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in 

Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the 

guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 6:14–29 
 14King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some said, “John the Baptist has been 

raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15But others said, “He is 

Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16But when Herod heard of 

it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 17For it was Herod who had sent and seized John 

and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because he had married her. 



18For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19And 

Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. But she could not, 20for Herod feared 

John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was 

greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 

 21But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and military 

commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22For when Herodias’s daughter came in and danced, she 

pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will 

give it to you.” 23And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my 

kingdom.” 24And she went out and said to her mother, “For what should I ask?” And she said, “The head 

of John the Baptist.” 25And she came in immediately with haste to the king and asked, saying, “I want 

you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26And the king was exceedingly sorry, 

but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his word to her. 27And immediately the 

king sent an executioner with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison 28and 

brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 29When his 

disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 

L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 

L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 

 

Sermon 
 
656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

    A trusty shield and weapon; 

He helps us free from ev’ry need 

    That hath us now o’ertaken. 

The old evil foe 

Now means deadly woe; 

    Deep guile and great might 

    Are his dread arms in fight; 

On earth is not his equal. 

 

2 With might of ours can naught be done, 

    Soon were our loss effected; 

But for us fights the valiant One, 

    Whom God Himself elected. 

Ask ye, Who is this? 

Jesus Christ it is, 

    Of Sabaoth Lord, 



    And there’s none other God; 

He holds the field forever. 

 

3 Though devils all the world should fill, 

    All eager to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no ill; 

    They shall not overpow’r us. 

This world’s prince may still 

Scowl fierce as he will, 

    He can harm us none. 

    He’s judged; the deed is done; 

One little word can fell him. 

 

4 The Word they still shall let remain 

    Nor any thanks have for it; 

He’s by our side upon the plain 

    With His good gifts and Spirit. 

And take they our life, 

Goods, fame, child, and wife, 

    Though these all be gone, 

    Our vict’ry has been won; 

The Kingdom ours remaineth. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Offering  
        Place your offering in the plate as they are passed between the pews.  Please fill out the attendance card 

(white for members, yellow for guests) and place them in the offering plates as well.  Thanks! 
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C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

 



Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collects 

L O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C And let my cry come to You. 

 

Collect of the Day 
O Lord, You granted Your prophets strength to resist the temptations of the devil and 

courage to proclaim repentance. Give us pure hearts and minds to follow Your Son 

faithfully even into suffering and death; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Additional Prayers 

A Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

Collect for Grace 

L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought 

us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and 

grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all 

our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 228 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction LSB 228 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

  



924 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 
1 Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, 

    Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

Let us each, Your love possessing, 

    Triumph in redeeming grace. 

O refresh us; O refresh us, 

Trav’ling through this wilderness. 

 

2 Thanks we give and adoration 

    For Your Gospel’s joyful sound. 

May the fruits of Your salvation 

    In our hearts and lives abound. 

Ever faithful, ever faithful 

To Your truth may we be found. 

 

3 Savior, when Your love shall call us 

    From our struggling pilgrim way, 

Let not fear of death appall us, 

    Glad Your summons to obey. 

May we ever, may we ever 

Reign with You in endless day. 
Text: Public domain 

 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 
 
 
Acknowledgments 

Matins from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 


