
4th Sunday in Advent 
Today’s Service – December 20, 2020 

Worship Service One p. 1 from our black binders. 
  

Song:     Light One Candle              WF 37A 

1. Light one candle for hope, one bright candle for hope, 

  He brings hope to ev'ry heart, He comes! He comes! 

2. Light one candle, for peace, one bright candle for peace, 

  He brings peace to ev'ry heart, He comes! He comes! 

  Light one candle for joy, one bright candle for joy, 

  Ev'ry nation will find salvation in Bethl’em's baby boy. 

3. Light one candle for love, one bright candle for love, 

  He brings love to ev’ry heart, He Comes! He comes! 

  He brings love to ev'ry heart, He Comes! He comes! 

 

INVOCATION: 

P:  O Lord Jesus Christ, You have come to redeem and save all people. 

C: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

P: O Lord Jesus Christ, You have come to bring us peace and the glory 

of Heaven. 

C: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

P: O Lord Jesus Christ, You have called us to worship You always with 

joy and excitement in our hearts and lives. 

C: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 

CONFESSION:  Lord God, Heavenly Father, we confess to You that 

we have not always been what You wanted us to be.  Because of our 

sinful nature, we often do and say those things of which You do not 

approve.  But we come to You asking for Your mercy and 

forgiveness, believing in Jesus Christ as our only atoning Lord and 

Savior. 

P: I wish to once again inform you and remind you for our Lord’s sake 

that Jesus Christ went to Jerusalem to suffer and die upon the cross of 

Calvary to redeem you from all your sins and make you His own that 

you might truly be the children of God.  Praise the Lord! 

C: Lord Jesus Christ, You have had mercy upon us and You forgive 

us.  We thank and praise You for the forgiveness of our sins.  Amen 
 

INTROIT 

P: This is the day the Lord has made. 

C: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 



P: Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. 

C: He is risen indeed. 

P: Like as Christ is risen from the dead. 

C: We also shall walk in newness of life. 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray.   

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that 

the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and 

mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Old Testament Reading:      2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
 1Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest 

from all his surrounding enemies, 2the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See 

now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3And 

Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with 

you.” 

 4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell 

my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell 

in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel 

from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my 

dwelling. 7In all places where I have moved with all the people of Israel, did I 

speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd 

my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of 

cedar?”’ 8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says 

the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that 

you should be prince over my people Israel. 9And I have been with you 

wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I 

will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 

earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so 

that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent 

men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed 

judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. 

Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. . . . 

 16And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. 

Your throne shall be established forever.’” 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 



Epistle Reading          Romans 16:25-27 
25Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 

preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was 

kept secret for long ages 26but has now been disclosed and through the 

prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the 

command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27to the 

only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Reading:             Luke 1:26-38 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 

named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of 

the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and 

said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly 

troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might 

be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 

favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son 

of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 

David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.” 

 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 

will be called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in 

her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who 

was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary 

said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 

word.” And the angel departed from her. 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sermon Hymn:    What Child Is This     WF 18B 

1. What child is this, who laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

  Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are 

keeping.  This, this, is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and 

angels sing. Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

2. Why lies He in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding? 

  Good Christian fear, for sinners here, the silent Word is pleading. 



Nails, spears, shall pierce Him though, The cross be borne, for me for 

you. Hail, hail, the Word made flesh,  The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

3. So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, come peasant king to own 

Him. The King of Kings, salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone 

Him. Raise, raise, the song on high, The Virgin sings her lullaby, 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

 

Sermon          Rev. Matthew Gehrke 

 

Rite of Early Communion  

 

Prayers  

P: Lord, in Your mercy. 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not  

into temptation, but deliver us from evil, For Thine is the  

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution       
 

Pax Domini         

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  Amen 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
You will be dismissed by individual pews.  When dismissed, you may come 

forward to the altar railing, but do NOT kneel.  We will commune you while 

you are standing up. 

Distribution Hymns: 

Angels We Have Heard on High      WF 8B 

1.  Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains,  

And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains. Chorus 

 

Chorus Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

2.  Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong? What 

the gladsome tidings be  Which inspire Your heav’ly song  Chorus 



3. Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; Come, 

adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  Chorus 

 

Do You Hear What I Hear        WF 30A 

1. Said the night wind to the little lamb "Do you see what I see? Way up 

in the sky, little lamb Do you see what I see? A star, a star, dancing in 

the night With a tail as big as a kite, With a tail as big as a kite". 

2. Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy "Do you hear what I hear? 

Ringing through the sky, shepherd boy Do you hear what I hear? A song, 

a song, high above the tree With a voice as big as the sea With a voice as 

big as the Sea." 

3. Said the shepherd boy to the mighty king "Do you know what I know? 

In your pal-ace warm, might-y king Do you know what I know? A child, 

a child, shiv-ers in the cold Let us bring him silver and gold Let us bring 

him silver  and gold". 

4. Said the king to the people ev'rywhere "Listen to what I say Pray for 

peace,  people ev-'y-where  Listen to what I say, A child, A child, sleep-

ing in the night He will bring us good-ness and light He will bring us 

good-ness and light." 

 

The Little Drummer Boy        WF 32A 

1. Come they told me, pa-rum pum pum pum. A new born King to see, 

pa-rum pum pum pum. Our fin-est gifts we bring, pa-rum pum pum pum. 

To lay before the King, pa-rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum, rum 

pum pum pum. So to honor Him, pa-rum pum pum pum, when we come. 

2. Little Baby, pa-rum pum pum pum. I am a poor boy too, pa-rum pum 

pum pum. I have no gift to bring, pa-rum pum pum pum. That's fit to 

give a King, pa-nim pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum 

pum. Shall I play for you, pa-rum pum pum pum, on my drum? 

3. Mary nodded, pa-rum pum pum pum. The ox and lamb kept time, pa-

rum pum pum pum. I played my drum for him, pa-rum pum pum pum. I 

played my best for Him, pa-rum pum pum pum, rum, pum, pum, pum, 

rum, pum, pum, pum. Then He smiled at me, pa-rum pum pum pum, me 

and my drum. 

 

Post-Communion Collect      

P:  Let us pray…one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Benediction        



P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 

upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance 

upon you and give you peace.   

C:  Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: Bethlehem Town      WF 31 

1, Angels, Angels, from on high, why have you to this place come 

down? We sing praises to Baby Jesus, Born this night in Bethlehem 

town. Bethlehem town, oh Bethlehem town, Angels from heaven to earth 

have come down. To sing their praises to Baby Jesus Born this night in 

Bethlehem town. 

2. Shepherds, shepherds, from your fields, why have you to this place 

come down? We would worship the Baby Jesus, Born this night in 

Bethlehem town. Bethlehem town, Oh Bethlehem town. Shepherds from 

watching their flocks have come down. To worship, worship the Baby 

Jesus, Born this night in Bethlehem town. 

3. Wise men, wise men, from the East, Why have you to this place come 

down? We bring gifts to the Baby Jesus, Born this night in Bethlehem 

town. Bethlehem town, oh Bethlehem town, Wise men from far in the 

East have come down. To bring their gifts to the Baby Jesus, Born this 

night in Bethlehem town. 

 

 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 
Please drop off your offering in the basket underneath the archway as you 

leave the sanctuary.  Pastor will dismiss you by individual pews. 

 


