
Choir Cantata 

 
Old Testament Zephaniah 3:14–20 
14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

O daughter of Jerusalem! 15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared away your 

enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil. 16On that day it shall be 

said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak. 17The LORD your God is in your midst, a 

mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult 

over you with loud singing. 
18I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 19Behold, at 

that time I will deal with all your oppressors. And I will save the lame 

and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. 
20At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you together; for I will make you renowned and 

praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes 

before your eyes,” says the LORD. 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Philippians 4:4–7 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The 

Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Luke 7:18–28 
18The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19calling two of his disciples to him, sent 

them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 20And when the men 

had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or 

shall we look for another?’” 21In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and 

on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen 

and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised 

up, the poor have good news preached to them. 23And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 24When 

John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into 

the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 

clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 26What then 

did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ 28I tell you, among 

those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than 

he.” 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

Responsory LSB 221 

L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 



L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 

L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
 

Sermon 
 

346 When All the World Was Cursed 
1 When all the world was cursed 

    By Moses’ condemnation, 

Saint John the Baptist came 

    With words of consolation. 

With true forerunner’s zeal 

    The greater One he named, 

And Him, as yet unknown, 

    As Savior he proclaimed. 
 

2 Before he yet was born, 

    He leaped in joyful meeting, 

Confessing Him as Lord 

    Whose mother he was greeting. 

By Jordan’s rolling stream, 

    A new Elijah bold, 

He testified of Him 

    Of whom the prophets told: 
 

3 Behold the Lamb of God 

    That bears the world’s transgression, 

Whose sacrifice removes 

    The devil’s dread oppression. 

Behold the Lamb of God, 

    Who takes away our sin, 

Who for our peace and joy 

    Will full atonement win. 
 

4 O grant, dear Lord of love, 

    That we receive, rejoicing, 

The word proclaimed by John, 

    Our true repentance voicing, 

That gladly we may walk 

    Upon our Savior’s way 

Until we live with Him 

    In His eternal day. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005896 
 

 

Canticle     Te Deum     LSB 223 



C We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord. 

All the earth now worships You, the Father everlasting. 

To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the pow’rs therein. 

To You cherubim and seraphim continually do cry: 
  

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Your glory. 

The glorious company of the apostles praise You. 

The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise You. 
  

The noble army of martyrs praise You. 

The holy Church throughout all the world does acknowledge You: 

The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable, true, and only Son; 

also the Holy Ghost, the Comforter. 
  

You are the king of glory, O Christ; 

You are the everlasting Son of the Father. 
  

When You took upon Yourself to deliver man, 

You humbled Yourself to be born of a virgin. 

When You had overcome the sharpness of death, 

You opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
  

You sit at the right hand of God 

in the glory of the Father. 

We believe that You will come 

to be our judge. 
  

We therefore pray You to help Your servants, 

whom You have redeemed with Your precious blood. 

Make them to be numbered with Your saints 

in glory everlasting. 

 

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your heritage. 

Govern them and lift them up forever. 

Day by day we magnify You. 

And we worship Your name forever and ever. 

 

Grant, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin. 

O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 

O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, as our trust is in You. 

O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be confounded. 
 

Offering 
Place your offering in the plate as they are passed between the pews. Please fill out the 

attendance card (white for members, yellow for guests) and place them in the offering plates as 

well. Thanks! 
 



Kyrie             LSB 227 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collects 

L O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C And let my cry come to You. 
 

Collect of the Day 
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our 

hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Other prayers 

P Lord, in Your mercy 

C hear our prayer. 

 

Collect for Grace 

L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought 

us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and 

grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all 

our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 228 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 228 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  C Amen. 
  

 

341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 
1 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! 

Behold, the King of glory waits. 

The King of kings is drawing near; 



The Savior of the world is here. 

Life and salvation He doth bring; 

Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 

To God the Father raise 

Your joyful songs of praise. 
 

2 A righteous Helper comes to thee; 

His chariot is humility, 

His kingly crown is holiness, 

His scepter, pity in distress. 

The end of all our woe He brings; 

Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 

To Christ the Savior raise 

Your grateful hymns of praise. 
 

3 How blest the land, the city blest, 

Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 

O peaceful hearts and happy homes 

To whom this King in triumph comes! 

The cloudless sun of joy is He 

Who comes to set His people free. 

To God the Spirit raise 

Your happy shouts of praise. 
 

4 Fling wide the portals of your heart; 

Make it a temple set apart 

From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, 

Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

So shall your Sov’reign enter in 

And new and nobler life begin. 

To God alone be praise 

For word and deed and grace! 

 

5 Redeemer, come and open wide 

My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 

O enter with Thy grace divine; 

Thy face of mercy on me shine. 

Thy Holy Spirit guide us on 

Until our glorious goal is won. 

Eternal praise and fame 

We offer to Thy name. 
Text: Public domain 

Soli Deo Gloria 
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