
Welcome to worship at 
Trinity Lutheran Church and School 

Third Sunday in Advent  
Outline of today’s Service 

Our Worship Service and hymns come from Lutheran Service Book (LSB) 
which is the maroon hymnal usually in the pew racks 

Order of Service follows Matins LSB 219 
 
Opening Hymn:  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee    LSB 803 

1. Joyful, joyful we adore Thee,  God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee,  Praising Thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,  Drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness,  Fill us with the light of day. 

2. All Thy works with joy surround Thee, Earth and heav’n reflect Thy 

rays,Stars and angels sing around Thee, Center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 

Chanting bird, and flowing fountain Call us to rejoice in Thee. 

D 3. Thou art giving and forgiving,  Ever blessing, ever blest, 

Wellspring of the joy of living,  Ocean-depth of happy rest! 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  Fountainhead of love divine: 

Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit!  Joyful, we by grace are Thine! 
           Text: Public domain 
 

Opening Versicles            LSB 219 

P:  O Lord, open my lips, 

C:  and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

P:  Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C:  make haste to help me, O Lord. 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen 

Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 

 

Psalmody              LSB 220 

P: Behold, the Lord comes to save us. 

C: O come, let us worship Him. 

 

Venite               LSB 220 
1.  O come, let us sing to the Lord, let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 

salvation.  Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving, let us make a 

joyful noise to Him with songs of praise. 



2.  For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods. The deep places 

of the earth are in His hand; the strength of the hills is His also. 

3. The sea is His, for He made it, and His hand formed the dry land. O come, let 

us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our maker. 

4.  For he is our God, and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His 

hand. 

5.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

P: Behold, the Lord comes to save us. 

C: O come, let us worship Him. 
 

Psalm of the Day          Psalm 126 

P: When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

C: we were like those who dream. 

P: Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

C: and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

P: then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for 

them.” 

C: The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad. 

P: Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 

C: like streams in the Negeb! 

P: Those who sow in tears 

C: shall reap with shouts of joy! 

P: He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, 

C: shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with 

him. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 

Hymn of the Day:  Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng           LSB 813 

1. Rejoice, O pilgrim throng!  Rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 

Your festal banner wave on high,  The cross of Christ your king. Refrain 

 

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

2. With voice as full and strong  As ocean’s surging praise, 

Send forth the sturdy hymns of old, The psalms of ancient days. Refrain 

3. With all the angel choirs,  With all the saints on earth 

Pour out the strains of joy and bliss,  True rapture, noblest mirth. Refrain 

4. Yet on and onward still,  With hymn and chant and song, 

Through gate and porch and columned aisle  The hallowed pathways 

throng. Refrain 



 

5. Still lift your standard high, Still march in firm array, 

As pilgrims through the darkness wend Till dawns the golden day. 

Refrain 

6. At last the march shall end; The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, Jerusalem the blest. Refrain 

D 7. Praise Him who reigns on high,  The Lord whom we adore: 

The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,  One God forevermore. Refrain 
   Text: Public domain 

 

Old Testament Reading        Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to 

bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 

proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are 

bound; 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 

and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 
3to grant to those who mourn in Zion—to give them a beautiful headdress 

instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise 

instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the 

planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 4They shall build up the ancient 

ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined 

cities, the devastations of many generations. . . . 8For I the LORD love justice; I 

hate robbery and wrong; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense,  and I will make an everlasting 

covenant with them. 9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, and 

their descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see them shall 

acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 10I will 

greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed 

me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of 

righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful 

headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth 

brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the 

nations. 

P:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

    

Epistle  Reading        I Thessalonians 5:16-24  
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do 

not despise prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain 

from every form of evil. 

 23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may 

your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 



P:  O Lord, have mercy on us.     

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Reading          John 1:6-8, 19-28 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 

witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He 

was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. . . . 

 19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but 

confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you 

Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 
22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who 

sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one 

crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 

Isaiah said.” 

 24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then 

why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 

Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands 

one you do not know, 27even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal 

I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took place in Bethany across the 

Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

P:  O Lord, have mercy on us.     

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Common Responsory          LSB 221 

P:  Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

C:  Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

      Your glory dwells. 

P:  Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

C:  Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

      Your glory dwells. 

P:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

      Your glory dwells. 

 

Sermon          Rev. Matthew Gehrke 

 

Hymn:  Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord    LSB 352 

1. Let the earth now praise the Lord, Who has truly kept His word 

And at last to us did send Christ, the sinner’s help and friend. 

 

2. What the fathers most desired, What the prophets’ heart inspired, 

What they longed for many_a year, Stands fulfilled in glory here. 



3. Abram’s promised great reward, Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord— 

Him of twofold race behold— Truly came, as long foretold. 

4. As Your coming was in peace, Quiet, full of gentleness, 

Let the same mind dwell in me Which is Yours eternally. 

5. Bruise for me the serpent’s head That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, Safely kept through life and death. 

6. Then when You will come again As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see Your face, Freely ransomed by Your grace.   
            Text: Public domain 

Apostles’ Creed   

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of Heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.  The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into Heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Kyrie 

All: Lord have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord have mercy. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven; give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil, For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P: O Lord, hear my prayer 

C: And let my cry come to You. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 

darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 



Additional Prayers 

P:  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

 

Collect for Grace            LSB 228 

P:  O Lord, our Heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You 

have safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the  

same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, 

neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered 

by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus 

Christ, You Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction        LSB 228 

P:  Let us bless the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  Amen.   

 

Closing Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel    LSB 357 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

 
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

2. O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, Who ord’rest all things 

mightily; To us the path of knowledge show, And teach us in her ways 

to go. Refrain 

3. O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s  

height In ancient times didst give the Law In cloud and majesty and  

awe. Refrain 

4. O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, Free them from Satan’s  

tyranny That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, And give them vict’ry  

o’er the grave. Refrain 

5. O come, Thou Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly 

 home; Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to  

misery. Refrain 

6. O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, And cheer us by Thy  

drawing nigh Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark  



shadows put to flight. Refrain 

7. O come, Desire of nations, bind In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, And be Thyself our King of Peace. 

Refrain              Text: Public domain 
 
 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 
 

Please remember the place your offering into the basket under the 

archway as you leave our sanctuary today. 
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