
3rd Midweek Advent Service The Holy Spirit 
Outline of today’s Service 

Our Worship Service and hymns come from Lutheran Service Book (LSB) 
which is the maroon hymnal usually in the pew racks 

Order of Service follows Divine Service Setting 1 LSB 151 
 

Opening Hymn:  O Holy Spirit, Enter In      LSB 913 

1. O Holy Spirit, enter in, And in our hearts Your work begin, 

Your dwelling place now make us. Sun of the soul, O Light divine, 

Around and in us brightly shine, To joy and gladness wake us 

That we may be Truly living,  To You giving Prayer unceasing 

And in love be still increasing. 

 
2. Give to Your Word impressive pow’r, That in our hearts from this  

good hour  As fire it may be glowing,  That in true Christian unity 

We faithful witnesses may be,  Your glory ever showing. 

Hear us, cheer us By Your teaching;  Let our preaching  And our labor 

Praise You, Lord, and serve our neighbor. 

 
3. O mighty Rock, O Source of life, Let Your dear Word, in doubt and  

strife, In us be strongly burning That we be faithful unto death  

And live in love and holy faith,  From You true wisdom learning. 

Your grace and peace  On us shower;  By Your power Christ confessing, 

Let us see our Savior’s blessing.       Text: Public domain 
 

Invocation and Confession and Absolution     LSB 151 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 

us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 

walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 



P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

Introit 

P: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful 

C: and kindle in them the fire of Your love. 

P: Sing aloud to God our strength; 

C: shout for joy to the God of Jacob! 

P: In distress you called, and I delivered you; 

C: I answered you in the secret place of thunder. 

P: I am the Lord your God, 

C: who brought you oup out of the land of Egypt. 

P: I would soon subdue their enemies 

C: and turn my hand against their foes. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen 

P: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful 

C: and kindle in them the fire of Your love. 

 

Kyrie               LSB 152 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day       LSB 156 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. 



Almighty and ever-living God, You fulfilled Your promise by sending 

the gift of the Holy Spirit to unite disciples of all nations in the cross and 

resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ.  By the preaching of the Gospel 

spread this gift to the ends of the earth; through the same Jesus Christ, or 

Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.   

C: Amen 

 
Old Testament Reading         Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of 

the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 
2And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the 

surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son 

of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 
4Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, 

hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I 

will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon 

you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 

breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

 7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a 

sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 
8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come 

upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9Then 

he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the 

breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 

breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10So I prophesied as he commanded 

me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an 

exceedingly great army. 

 11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 

Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 

clean cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: 

Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. 

And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the 

LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 
14And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in 

your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I 

will do it, declares the LORD.” 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle            Romans 8:12-17, 26-27 
 12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 

flesh. 13For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit 

you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by 



the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of slavery 

to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by 

whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears witness with our 

spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God 

and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may 

also be glorified with him. 

 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to 

pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too 

deep for words. 27And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the 

Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

C:  Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of 

eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel            John 16:5-15 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
5[Jesus said:] “But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks 

me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I have said these things to you, 

sorrow has filled your heart. 7Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your 

advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to 

you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will convict 

the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 9concerning sin, 

because they do not believe in me; 10concerning righteousness, because I go to 

the Father, and you will see me no longer; 11concerning judgment, because the 

ruler of this world is judged. 

 12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 
13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will 

not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will 

declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, for he will take 

what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine; therefore I 

said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day:  Holy Spirit, Light Divine    LSB 496 

1. Holy Spirit, light divine, Shine upon this heart of mine; 

Chase the shades of night away, Turn the darkness into day. 

2. Let me see my Savior’s face, Let me all His beauties trace; 

Show those glorious truths to me Which are only known to Thee. 

3. Holy Spirit, pow’r divine, Cleanse this guilty heart of mine; 



In Thy mercy pity me, From sin’s bondage set me free. 

4. Holy Spirit, joy divine, Cheer this saddened heart of mine; 

Yield a sacred, settled peace, Let it grow and still increase. 

5. Holy Spirit, all divine, Dwell within this heart of mine; 

Cast down ev’ry idol throne, Reign supreme, and reign alone. 
Text: Public Domain 
 

Sermon           Rev. Matthew Gehrke 

 

Creed:  3rd Article and Meaning of the Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

What does this mean? 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 

Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by 

the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the 

true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies 

the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the 

one true faith. In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all 

my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me 

and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 

This is most certainly true. 

 

Prayers  

P:  Let us pray to the Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Preface                LSB 160 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface 

P:  It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

Sanctus               LSB 161 

C:  Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:  Heaven and 

earth are full of Your glory.  Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the 



highest.  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna 

in the highest.   

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P:  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth. . .with the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and ever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer             LSB 162 

P:  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

The Words of Institution           LSB 162 

 

Pax Domini              LSB 162 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei                LSB 163 

C:  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on 

us.  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy 

on us.  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us 

peace.   

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
You will be dismissed by individual pews.  When dismissed, you may come 

forward to the altar railing, but do NOT kneel.  We will commune you while 

you are standing up. 

     

Distribution Hymns:  

Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest        LSB 498 

1. Come, Holy Ghost, Creator blest, And make our hearts Your place of 

rest; Come with Your grace and heav’nly aid, And fill the hearts which 

You have made. 

2. To You, the Counselor, we cry, To You, the gift of God Most High; 

The fount of life, the fire of love, The soul’s anointing from above. 



3. In You, with graces sevenfold, We God’s almighty hand behold 

While You with tongues of fire proclaim To all the world His holy name. 

4. Your light to ev’ry thought impart, And shed Your love in ev’ry heart; 

The weakness of our mortal state With deathless might invigorate. 

5. Drive far away our wily foe, And Your abiding peace bestow; 

With You as our protecting guide, No evil can with us abide. 

6. Teach us to know the Father, Son, And You, from both, as Three in 

One That we Your name may ever bless And in our lives the truth 

confess. 

D 7. Praise we the Father and the Son And Holy Spirit, with them One, 

And may the Son on us bestow The gifts that from the Spirit flow! 
     Text: Public domain 

 

O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee         LSB 632 

1. O Jesus, blessèd Lord, to Thee My heartfelt thanks forever be, 

Who hast so lovingly bestowed  On me Thy body and Thy blood. 

2. Break forth, my soul, for joy and say: What wealth is come to me this  

day! My Savior dwells within my heart: How blessed am I! How good  

Thou art!                Text: Public domain 

 

O Lord, We Praise Thee           LSB 617 

1. O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee, In thanksgiving 

bow before Thee. Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish 

Our weak souls that they may flourish:  O Lord, have mercy! 

May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary, That our sins and sorrows did carry, 

And Thy blood for us plead In all trial, fear, and need:  O Lord, have  

mercy! 

2. Thy holy body into death was given, Life to win for us in heaven. 

No greater love than this to Thee could bind us; May this feast thereof  

remind us! O Lord, have mercy!  

Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee That Thy blood should bless  

and sustain me. All our debt Thou hast paid; Peace with God once more  

is made: O Lord, have mercy! 

3. May God bestow on us His grace and favor That we follow Christ our  

Savior And live together here in love and union Nor despise this blest  

Communion!  O Lord, have mercy! 

Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us; Grant that heav’nly-minded He make  

us; Give Thy Church, Lord, to see Days of peace and unity: 

O Lord, have mercy! 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005896 

 

Thank the Lord            LSB 164 



C: Thank the Lord and sing His praise, tell ev’ryone what He has 

done.  Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.  

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts 

of thanksgiving.   Alleluia, alleluia.   

 

Post Communion Collect         LSB 166 

P: Let us pray. . .one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
Benediction        

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, The Lord make His face shine on 

you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 

peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn:  Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling    LSB 650 

1. Holy Spirit, ever dwelling   In the holiest realms of light;  

Holy Spirit, ever brooding  O’er a world of gloom and night; 

Holy Spirit, ever raising  Those of earth to thrones on high; 

Living, life-imparting Spirit,  You we praise and magnify. 

2. Holy Spirit, ever living As the Church’s very life; 

Holy Spirit, ever striving  Through us in a ceaseless strife; 

Holy Spirit, ever forming   In the Church the mind of Christ: 

You we praise with endless worship  For Your gifts and fruits unpriced. 

3. Holy Spirit, ever working  Through the Church’s ministry; 

Quick’ning, strength’ning, and absolving,  Setting captive sinners free; 

Holy Spirit, ever binding  Age to age and soul to soul In communion  

never ending, You we worship and extol. 
Text: Public domain 

Soli Deo Gloria 
Please drop off your offering in the basket underneath the archway as you 

leave the sanctuary.  Pastor will dismiss you by individual pews. 
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