
700 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

    Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 

    All Thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 

    Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 

    Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

 

2 Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

    Into ev’ry troubled breast; 

Let us all in Thee inherit; 

    Let us find Thy promised rest. 

Take away the love of sinning; 

    Alpha and Omega be; 

End of faith, as its beginning, 

    Set our hearts at liberty. 

 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

    Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 

    Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

    Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 

    Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 

4 Finish then Thy new creation, 

    Pure and spotless let us be; 

Let us see Thy great salvation 

    Perfectly restored in Thee, 

Changed from glory into glory, 

    Till in heav’n we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

    Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
Text: Public domain 

 

L O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 



Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia. 

 

Psalmody 

L Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

C O come, let us worship Him. 
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C O come, let us sing to the Lord, 

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 

Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving, 

let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise. 

  

For the Lord is a great God 

and a great king above all gods. 

The deep places of the earth are in His hand; 

the strength of the hills is His also. 

  

The sea is His, for He made it, 

and His hand formed the dry land. 

O come, let us worship and bow down, 

let us kneel before the Lord, our maker. 

  

For He is our God, 

and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand. 

  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

L Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

C O come, let us worship Him. 

 

Psalm 1  

P Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

C nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

P but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

C and on his law he meditates day and night. 

P He is like a tree planted by streams of water 

      that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. 

C In all that he does, he prospers. 

P The wicked are not so, 

C but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 



P Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

C nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 

P for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

C but the way of the wicked will perish. 

         All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

                the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

P Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

C nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers. 

 

722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me 
1 Lord, take my hand and lead me 

    Upon life’s way; 

Direct, protect, and feed me 

    From day to day. 

Without Your grace and favor 

    I go astray; 

So take my hand, O Savior, 

    And lead the way. 

 

2 Lord, when the tempest rages, 

    I need not fear, 

For You, the Rock of Ages, 

    Are always near. 

Close by Your side abiding, 

    I fear no foe, 

For when Your hand is guiding, 

    In peace I go. 

 

3 Lord, when the shadows lengthen 

    And night has come, 

I know that You will strengthen 

    My steps toward home. 

Then nothing can impede me, 

    O blessèd Friend; 

So take my hand and lead me 

    Unto the end. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005896 

 

Readings 
First Lesson Acts 15:12–22a 

 12And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul as they related what signs 

and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. 13After they finished speaking, James 

replied, “Brothers, listen to me. 14Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take from 

them a people for his name. 15And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written, 



16“‘After this I will return, 

and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen; 

 I will rebuild its ruins, 

   and I will restore it, 
17that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord, 

 and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, 

   says the Lord, who makes these things 18known from of old.’ 

19Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to God, 20but 

should write to them to abstain from the things polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality, and from 

what has been strangled, and from blood. 21For from ancient generations Moses has had in every city 

those who proclaim him, for he is read every Sabbath in the synagogues.” 

 22Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from 

among them and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Reading James 1:1–12 
 1James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

 To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: 

 Greetings. 

 2Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3for you know that the testing of 

your faith produces steadfastness. 4And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and 

complete, lacking in nothing. 

 5If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it 

will be given him. 6But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of 

the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7For that person must not suppose that he will receive 

anything from the Lord; 8he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

 9Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of 

the grass he will pass away. 11For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower 

falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits. 

 12Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive 

the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:54–58 
 54Coming to his hometown [Jesus] taught them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and 

said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works? 55Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is 

not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56And are 

not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” 57And they took offense at him. 

But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own 

household.” 58And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief. 

A O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 



C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 

L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 

L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 

 

Sermon 
 

940 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name  
1 Holy God, we praise Thy name; 

    Lord of all, we bow before Thee. 

All on earth Thy scepter claim, 

    All in heav’n above adore Thee. 

Infinite Thy vast domain, 

Everlasting is Thy reign. 

 

2 Hark! The glad celestial hymn 

    Angel choirs above are raising; 

Cherubim and seraphim, 

    In unceasing chorus praising, 

Fill the heav’ns with sweet accord: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord! 

 

3 Lo, the_apostles’ holy train 

    Join Thy sacred name to hallow; 

Prophets swell the glad refrain, 

    And the white-robed martyrs follow, 

And from morn to set of sun 

Through the Church the song goes on. 

 

4 Thou art King of Glory, Christ; 

    Son of God, yet born of Mary. 

For us sinners sacrificed, 

    As to death a Tributary, 

First to break the bars of death, 

Thou hast opened heav’n to faith. 

 

∆ 5 Holy Father, holy Son, 

    Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 

Though in essence only one, 

    Undivided God we claim Thee 

And, adoring, bend the knee 

While we own the mystery. 
Text: Public domain 



 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Offering 
Place your offering in the plate as they are passed between the pews.  Please fill out the attendance card  

(white for members, yellow for guests) and place them in the offering plates as well.  Thanks! 

 

Prayer 

Kyrie LSB 227 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collects 

L O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C And let my cry come to You. 

 

Collect of the Day 
Heavenly Father, shepherd of Your people, You raised up James the Just, brother of our 

Lord, to lead and guide Your Church. Grant that we may follow his example of prayer 

and reconciliation and be strengthened by the witness of his death; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 



C Amen. 

 

Additional Prayers 

A Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

Collect for Grace 

L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought 

us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and 

grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all 

our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 228 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction LSB 228 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

  

689 Let Me Be Thine Forever 
1 Let me be Thine forever, 

    My faithful God and Lord; 

Let me forsake Thee never 

    Nor wander from Thy Word. 

Lord, do not let me waver, 

    But give me steadfastness, 

And for such grace forever 

    Thy holy name I’ll bless. 

 

2 Lord Jesus, my salvation, 

    My light, my life divine, 

My only consolation, 

    O make me wholly Thine! 

For Thou hast dearly bought me 

    With blood and bitter pain. 

Let me, since Thou hast sought me, 

    Eternal life obtain. 

 



3 And Thou, O Holy Spirit, 

    My comforter and guide, 

Grant that in Jesus’ merit 

    I always may confide, 

Him to the end confessing 

    Whom I have known by faith. 

Give me Thy constant blessing 

    And grant a Christian death. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 
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