
21st Sunday after Pentecost 
Outline of today’s Service 

Our Worship Service and hymns come from Lutheran Service Book (LSB) 
which is the maroon hymnal usually in the pew racks 

Order of Service follows Matins LSB 219 
 

Opening Hymn:  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God   LSB 656 

1. A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon; He helps us 

free from ev’ry need That hath us now o’ertaken.  The old evil foe  Now 

means deadly woe; Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in 

fight; On earth is not his equal. 

2. With might of ours can naught be done, Soon were our loss effected; 

But for us fights the valiant One, Whom God Himself elected.  Ask ye, 

Who is this? Jesus Christ it is, Of Sabaoth Lord, And there’s none other 

God; He holds the field forever. 

3. Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us, We 

tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not overpow’r us.  This world’s 

prince may still Scowl fierce as he will, He can harm us none.  He’s 

judged; the deed is done; One little word can fell him. 

4. The Word they still shall let remain Nor any thanks have for it; He’s 

by our side upon the plain With His good gifts and Spirit. And take they 

our life, Goods, fame, child, and wife, Though these all be gone, Our 

vict’ry has been won; The Kingdom ours remaineth. 
 

Opening Versicles       LSB 219 

P: O Lord, open my lips, 

C: and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C: make haste to help me, O Lord. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

            as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen 

 Praise to You, O Christ, Alleluia. 

 

Psalmody       LSB 220 

P: Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

C: O come, let us worship Him. 

 

Venite        LSB 220 
1.  O come, let us sing to the Lord, let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 

salvation.  Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving, let us make a 

joyful noise to Him with songs of praise. 



2.  For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods. The deep places 

of the earth are in His hand; the strength of the hills is His also. 

3. The sea is His, for He made it, and His hand formed the dry land. O come, let 

us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our maker. 

4.  For he is our God, and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His 

hand. 

5.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P: Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

C: O come, let us worship Him. 
 

Psalm of the Day     Psalm 1 

P: Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

C: nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

P: but his delight is in the law of the LORD,  

C: and on his law he meditates day and night.   
P: He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its 

season, and its leaf does not wither.  

C: In all that he does, he prospers. 

P: The wicked are not so,  

C: but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
P: Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

C: nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;  

P: for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

C: but the way of the wicked will perish. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 

Hymn of the Day:  Thy Strong Word            LSB 578 

1. Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; At Thy speaking it was 

done. For created light we thank Thee, While Thine ordered seasons run. 

Alleluia, alleluia!   Praise to Thee who light dost send!  Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia without end! 

2. Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, Dark as night and deep as death, 

Broke the light of Thy salvation, Breathed Thine own life-breathing 

breath. Alleluia, alleluia!  Praise to Thee who light dost send!  Alleluia, 

alleluia! Alleluia without end! 

3. Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; Bright with Thine own 

holiness, Glorious now, we press toward glory, And our lives our hopes 

confess. Alleluia, alleluia!  Praise to Thee who light dost send!  Alleluia, 

alleluia! Alleluia without end! 



4. From the cross Thy wisdom shining Breaketh forth in conqu’ring 

might; From the cross forever beameth All Thy bright redeeming light. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!  Alleluia, alleluia!  

 Alleluia without end! 

5. Give us lips to sing Thy glory, Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, Mouths to speak Thy holy name.  

Alleluia, alleluia! May the light which Thou dost send Fill our songs 

with alleluias, Alleluias without end! 

 6. God the Father, light-creator, To Thee laud and honor be.  To Thee, 

Light of Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally.  Holy Spirit, light-

revealer, Glory, glory be to Thee.  Mortals, angels, now and ever Praise 

the holy Trinity! 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005896 

 

Readings: 

Old Testament Reading   Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 
1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to all the congregation of the 

people of Israel and say to them, You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God 

am holy. . . .15“You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the 

poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor. 
16You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not 

stand up against the life of your neighbor: I am the LORD.  17“You shall not hate 

your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest 

you incur sin because of him. 18You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge 

against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as 

yourself: I am the LORD.” 

P:  O Lord, have mercy on us.  

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle      I Thessalonians 2:1-13 
1For you yourselves know, brothers, that our coming to you was not in vain. 
2But though we had already suffered and been shamefully treated at Philippi, as 

you know, we had boldness in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in 

the midst of much conflict. 3For our appeal does not spring from error or 

impurity or any attempt to deceive, 4but just as we have been approved by God 

to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please man, but to please 

God who tests our hearts. 5For we never came with words of flattery, as you 

know, nor with a pretext for greed—God is witness. 6Nor did we seek glory 

from people, whether from you or from others, though we could have made 

demands as apostles of Christ. 7But we were gentle among you, like a nursing 

mother taking care of her own children. 8So, being affectionately desirous of 

you, we were ready to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our 

own selves, because you had become very dear to us.  9For you remember, 



brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we might not be a 

burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 10You are 

witnesses, and God also, how holy and righteous and blameless was our 

conduct toward you believers. 11For you know how, like a father with his 

children, 12we exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged you 

to walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and 

glory.  13And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the 

word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men 

but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers. 

P:  O Lord, have mercy on us.  

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel      Matthew 22:34-46 
34When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they 

gathered together. 35And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test 

him. 36“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37And he said 

to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind. 38This is the great and first commandment. 39And a 

second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40On these two 

commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 41Now while the 

Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, 42saying, “What 

do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of 

David.” 43He said to them, “How is it then that David, in the Spirit, calls him 

Lord, saying, 44“‘The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, until I put 

your enemies under your feet’?  45If then David calls him Lord, how is he his 

son?” 46And no one was able to answer him a word, nor from that day did 

anyone dare to ask him any more questions.   

P:  O Lord, have mercy on us.  

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Common Responsory     LSB 221 

P:  Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

C:  Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

      Your glory dwells. 

P:  Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

C:  Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

      Your glory dwells. 

P:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

      Your glory dwells. 

 

Sermon     Rev. Matthew Gehrke 
 

 

 

 



Hymn:  I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus               LSB 729 

1. I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus, Trusting only Thee; Trusting Thee for 

full salvation, Great and free. 

2. I am trusting Thee for pardon; At Thy feet I bow, For Thy grace and 

tender mercy Trusting now. 

3. I am trusting Thee for cleansing In the crimson flood; Trusting Thee to 

make me holy By Thy blood. 

4. I am trusting Thee to guide me; Thou alone shalt lead, Ev’ry day and 

hour supplying All my need. 

5. I am trusting Thee for power; Thine can never fail.  Words which 

Thou Thyself shalt give me Must prevail. 

6. I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; Never let me fall.  I am trusting Thee 

forever And for all. 
 

Kyrie 

All: Lord have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord have mercy. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven; give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil, For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P: O Lord, hear my prayer 

C: And let my cry come to You. 

 

Collect of the Day 

P:  O God, You have commanded us to love You above all things and 

our neighbors as ourselves. Grant us the Spirit to think and do what is 

pleasing in Your sight, that our faith in You may never waver and our 

love for one another may not falter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C:   Amen. 

 

Additional Prayers 

 P: Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 



Collect for Grace      LSB 228 

P:  O Lord, our Heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You 

have safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the  

same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, 

neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered 

by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus 

Christ, You Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction    LSB 228 

P:  Let us bless the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  Amen.   

 

Closing Hymn:  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word   LSB 655 

1. Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; Curb those who by deceit or 

sword Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son And bring to naught all 

He has done. 

2. Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, For You are Lord of 

lords alone; Defend Your holy Church that we  May sing Your praise 

eternally. 

3. O Comforter of priceless worth, Send peace and unity on earth; 

Support us in our final strife  And lead us out of death to life. 
Text: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 
 

Please remember the place your offering into the basket under the 

archway as you leave our sanctuary today. 
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