
1st Midweek Advent Service The Father 
Outline of today’s Service 

Our Worship Service and hymns come from Lutheran Service Book (LSB) 
which is the maroon hymnal usually in the pew racks 

Order of Service follows Divine Service Setting 1 LSB 151 
 

Opening Hymn:  Father Most Holy   LSB 504 

1. Father most holy, merciful, and tender; Jesus, our Savior, with the 

Father reigning; Spirit of comfort, advocate, defender, Light never 

waning; 

2. Trinity blessèd, unity unshaken, Goodness unbounded, very God of 

heaven, Light of the angels, joy of those forsaken, Hope of all living, 

3. Maker of all things, all Thy creatures praise Thee; All for Thy worship 

were and are created; Now, as we also worship Thee devoutly, Hear 

Thou our voices. 

D 4. Lord God Almighty, unto Thee be glory, One in three persons, over 

all exalted!  Glory we offer, praise Thee and adore Thee, Now and 

forever.        Text: Public domain 

 

Invocation and Confession and Absolution  LSB 151 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 

us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 

walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 



Introit 

P: For You have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from falling;  

C: that I may walk before God in the light of life. 

P: when I am afraid, 

C: I put my trust in You.   

P: In God, whose Word I praise, in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. 

C: What can flesh do to me?  

P: In God, whose Word I praise,  

C: in the Lord, whose Word I praise, 

P: in God I trust, I shall not be afraid.  

C: What can man do to me? 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P: For You have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from falling;  

C: That I may walk before God in the light of life. 

 

Kyrie        LSB 152 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day    LSB 156 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. 

O Father, because Your abiding presence always goes with us, keep us 

aware of Your daily mercies that we may live secure and content in Your 

eternal love; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 



Old Testament Reading     Genesis 1:1-2:3 
Genesis 1:1—2:3 
 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without 

form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God 

was hovering over the face of the waters. 

 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the 

light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light 

Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day. 

 And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it 

separate the waters from the waters.” And God made the expanse and separated the 

waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. 

And it was so. And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and 

there was morning, the second day. 

 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one 

place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, 

and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was 

good. 

 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit 

trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” 

And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to 

their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its 

kind. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the third day. 

 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the 

day from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and 

years, and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the 

earth.” And it was so. And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule 

the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. And God set them in 

the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over the day and over 

the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was 

good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let 

birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” So God created the 

great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters 

swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And 

God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply 

and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was 

evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their 

kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their 

kinds.” And it was so. And God made the beasts of the earth according to their 

kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the 

ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 

 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 



the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 

earth.” 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male 

and female he created them. 

 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 

the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 

birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” And God 

said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all 

the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. And to 

every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that 

creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green 

plant for food.” And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and 

behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth 

day. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on 

the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the 

seventh day from all his work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day 

and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in 

creation. 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle        Galatians 4:1-7 
1I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave though 

he is the owner of everything,   2but he is under guardians and managers until 

the date set by his father.  3In the same way we also, when we were children, 

were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world.  4But when the fullness 

of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law,  
5to redeem  those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 

sons.  6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 

hearts, crying, “Abba!  Father!”   7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and 

if a son, then an heir through God.   

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

C:  Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of 

eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel       Matthew 10:26-33 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the tenth chapter. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
26“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or 

hidden that will not be known. 27What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and 

what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 28And do not fear those 

who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both 



soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of 

them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30But even the hairs of your 

head are all numbered. 31Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many 

sparrows. 32So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 

acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33but whoever denies me 

before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven. 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day:  Children of the Heavenly Father LSB 725 

1. Children of the heav’nly Father Safely in His bosom gather; Nestling 

bird nor star in heaven Such a refuge e’er was given. 

2. God His own doth tend and nourish; In His holy courts they flourish.  

From all evil things He spares them; In His mighty arms He bears them. 

3. Neither life nor death shall ever From the Lord His children sever; 

Unto them His grace He showeth, And their sorrows all He knoweth. 

4. Though He giveth or He taketh, God His children ne’er forsaketh; His 

the loving purpose solely To preserve them pure and holy. 
Text: © Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005896 
 

Sermon     Rev. Matthew Gehrke 

 

Creed:  1st Article and Meaning of the Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

What does this mean? 

I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me 

my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my 

senses, and still takes care of them. 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, 

wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily 

provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all 

evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 

without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank 

and praise, serve and obey Him.  This is most certainly true. 

 

Prayers  

P:  Let us pray to the Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Preface        LSB 160 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 



C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface 

P:  It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and 

saying: 

Sanctus       LSB 161 

C:  Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:  Heaven and 

earth are full of Your glory.  Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the 

highest.  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna 

in the highest.   

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P:  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth. . .with the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and ever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer      LSB 162 

P:  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

The Words of Institution      LSB 162 

 

Pax Domini       LSB 162 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei         LSB 163 

C:  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on 

us.  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy 

on us.  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us 

peace.   

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 



You will be dismissed by individual pews.  When dismissed, you may come 

forward to the altar railing, but do NOT kneel.  We will commune you while 

you are standing up. 

     

Distribution Hymns:  

Glory Be to God the Father     LSB 506 

1. Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son, Glory be to God 

the Spirit: Great Jehovah, Three in One!  Glory, glory While eternal ages 

run! 

2. Glory be to Him who loved us, Washed us from each spot and stain;  

Glory be to Him who bought us, Made us kings with Him to reign!  

Glory, glory To the Lamb that once was slain! 

3. Glory to the King of angels, Glory to the Church’s King, Glory to the 

King of nations; Heav’n and earth, your praises bring!  Glory, glory To 

the King of glory sing! 

4. Glory, blessing, praise eternal!  Thus the choir of angels sings; Honor, 

riches, pow’r, dominion!  Thus its praise creation brings.  Glory, glory, 

Glory to the King of kings!     Text: Public domain 

 

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence    LSB 621 

1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence And with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly-minded,  For with blessing in His hand Christ our 

God to earth descending Comes our homage to demand. 

2. King of kings yet born of Mary, As of old on earth He stood, Lord of 

lords in human vesture, In the body and the blood, He will give to all the 

faithful His own self for heav’nly food. 

3. Rank on rank the host of heaven Spreads its vanguard on the way.  As 

the Light of Light, descending From the realms of endless day, 

Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish As the darkness clears away. 

4. At His feet the six-winged seraph, Cherubim with sleepless eye, 

Veil their faces to the presence As with ceaseless voice they cry: 

“Alleluia, alleluia!  Alleluia, Lord Most High!”  Text: Public domain 
 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness      LSB 809 

1. Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; There is no shadow of 

turning with Thee.  Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 

As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.   Refrain 

 

Refrain:  Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!  Morning 

by morning new mercies I see;  All I have needed Thy hand hath 

provided; Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 



2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, Sun, moon, and stars 

in their courses above Join with all nature in manifold witness To Thy 

great faithfulness, mercy, and love.   Refrain 

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, Thine own dear presence to 

cheer and to guide; Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain Text: Public domain 

 

Thank the Lord      LSB 164 

C: Thank the Lord and sing His praise, tell ev’ryone what He has 

done.  Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.  

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts 

of thanksgiving.   Alleluia, alleluia.   

 

Post Communion Collect     LSB 166 

P: Let us pray. . .one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
Benediction        

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, The Lord make His face shine on 

you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 

peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn:  Father, We Praise Thee   LSB 875 

1. Father, we praise Thee, now the night is over, Active and watchful, 

stand we all before Thee; Singing, we offer prayer and meditation: Thus 

we adore Thee. 

2. Monarch of all things, fit us for Thy mansions; Banish our weakness, 

health and wholeness sending; Bring us to heaven, where Thy saints 

united Joy without ending. 

D 3. All-holy Father, Son, and equal Spirit, Trinity blessèd, send us Thy 

salvation; Thine is the glory, gleaming and resounding Through all 

creation.            Text: Public domain 

Soli Deo Gloria 
Please drop off your offering in the basket underneath the archway as you 

leave the sanctuary.  Pastor will dismiss you by individual pews. 
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