
357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 
 

Refrain  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 

And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 
 

3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 

Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 

In ancient times didst give the Law 

In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 
 

4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 

Free them from Satan’s tyranny 

That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 

And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain 
 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 
 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 
 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
Text: Public domain 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 

 



Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Introit 

P: Oh that You would rend the heavens and come down, 

C: that the mountains might quake at Your presence. 

P: I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, 

C: and in His Word I hope; 

P: my soul waits for the Lord more than watchman for the morning, 

C: more than watchman for the morning. 

P: O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 

C: and with Him is plentiful redemption.  

P: And He will redeem Israel 

C: from all his iniquities. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen 

P: Oh that You would rend the heavens and come down, 

C: that the mountains might quake at Your presence. 
 

Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 



C Amen. 
 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You poured the truth about the Light of Your incarnate Word into the 

heart of Joseph so that he would stay and be the earthly father of Jesus. When we face 

cross roads on our life, give us clarity of mind, guide us by Your Word, and empower 

us by the Holy Spirit to make decisions that are pleasing to you; through the same 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen 

 C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10–17 
 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high 

as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, 

“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 
14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 

shall call his name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and 

choose the good. 16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose 

two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon 

your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the 

king of Assyria.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 4:1–12 
 1Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how you 

ought to live and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more. 2For you know 

what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3For this is the will of God, your sanctification: 

that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4that each one of you know how to control his own body in 

holiness and honor, 5not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6that no one 

transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we 

told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. 7For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. 
8Therefore whoever disregards this, disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you. 

 9Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves have 

been taught by God to love one another, 10for that indeed is what you are doing to all the brothers 

throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do this more and more, 11and to aspire to live 

quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we instructed you, 12so that you 

may live properly before outsiders and be dependent on no one. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 



 

Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18–25 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to 

Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her 

husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 
20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 

“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from 

the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 

their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called 

his name Jesus. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 
1 Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, 

    Only hope for sinful mortals! 

Come, O Savior of the world! 

    Open are to Thee all portals. 

Come, Thy beauty let us see; 

Anxiously we wait for Thee. 
 

2 Enter now my waiting heart, 

    Glorious King and Lord most holy. 

Dwell in me and ne’er depart, 

    Though I am but poor and lowly. 

Ah, what riches will be mine 

When Thou art my guest divine! 
 

3 My hosannas and my palms 

    Graciously receive, I pray Thee; 

Evermore, as best I can, 

    Savior, I will homage pay Thee, 

And in faith I will embrace, 

Lord, Thy merit through Thy grace. 
 

4 Hail! Hosanna, David’s Son! 

    Jesus, hear our supplication! 

Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, 

    Bring us blessing and salvation, 

That forever we may sing: 

Hail! Hosanna to our King. 
Text: Public domain 
 



Sermon 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 

together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

A Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
 

Offering 
Place your offering in the plate as they are passed between the pews.  Please fill out the attendance cards  

(white for members, yellow for guests) and place them in the offering plates as well.  Thanks! 
 

Offertory LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 

in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 



C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right…evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You…one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Institution 
 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

Distribution 
 

 

621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence 

    And with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly-minded, 

    For with blessing in His hand 



Christ our God to earth descending 

    Comes our homage to demand. 
 

2 King of kings yet born of Mary, 

    As of old on earth He stood, 

Lord of lords in human vesture, 

    In the body and the blood, 

He will give to all the faithful 

    His own self for heav’nly food. 
 

3 Rank on rank the host of heaven 

    Spreads its vanguard on the way 

As the Light of Light, descending 

    From the realms of endless day, 

Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish 

    As the darkness clears away. 

 

4 At His feet the six-winged seraph, 

    Cherubim with sleepless eye, 

Veil their faces to the presence 

    As with ceaseless voice they cry: 

“Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 
Text: Public domain 
 

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 
1 O little town of Bethlehem, 

    How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

    The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

    The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

    Are met in thee tonight. 
 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, 

    And, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

    Their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together 

    Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king 

    And peace to all the earth! 
 

3 How silently, how silently 

    The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 



    The blessings of His heav’n. 

No ear may hear His coming; 

    But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him, still 

    The dear Christ enters in. 
 

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

    Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

    Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

    The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

    Our Lord Immanuel! 
Text: Public domain 

 

696 O God, My Faithful God 
1 O God, my faithful God, 

    True fountain ever flowing, 

Without whom nothing is, 

    All perfect gifts bestowing: 

Give me a healthy frame, 

    And may I have within 

A conscience free from blame, 

    A soul unstained by sin. 
 

2 Grant me the strength to do 

    With ready heart and willing 

Whatever You command, 

    My calling here fulfilling; 

That I do what I should 

    While trusting You to bless 

The outcome for my good, 

    For You must give success. 
 

3 Keep me from saying words 

    That later need recalling; 

Guard me lest idle speech 

    May from my lips be falling; 

But when within my place 

    I must and ought to speak, 

Then to my words give grace 

    Lest I offend the weak. 
 

4 Lord, let me win my foes 

    With kindly words and actions, 

And let me find good friends 



    For counsel and correction. 

Help me, as You have taught, 

    To love both great and small 

And by Your Spirit’s might 

    To live in peace with all. 
 

5 Let me depart this life 

    Confiding in my Savior; 

By grace receive my soul 

    That it may live forever; 

And let my body have 

    A quiet resting place 

Within a Christian grave; 

    And let it sleep in peace. 
 

6 And on that final day 

    When all the dead are waking, 

Stretch out Your mighty hand, 

    My deathly slumber breaking. 

Then let me hear Your voice, 

    Redeem this earthly frame, 

And bid me to rejoice 

    With those who love Your name. 
Text: Public domain 
 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray…one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past  
1 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 

    And our eternal home: 
 

2 Under the shadow of Thy throne 

    Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 

    And our defense is sure. 
 

3 Before the hills in order stood 

    Or earth received her frame, 



From everlasting Thou art God, 

    To endless years the same. 
 

4 A thousand ages in Thy sight 

    Are like an evening gone, 

Short as the watch that ends the night 

    Before the rising sun. 
 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream 

    Dies at the op’ning day. 
 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last 

    And our eternal home! 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 
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