
 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 
Outline of today’s Service 

Our Worship Service and hymns come from Lutheran Service Book (LSB) 
which is the maroon hymnal usually in the pew racks 

Order of Service follows Matins Service LSB 219 
 

Opening Hymn:  Lift High the Cross    LSB 837 

Refrain:  Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, Till all the 

world adore His sacred name.  

1. Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod, Our king victorious, 

Christ, the Son of God. Refrain 

2.  Led on their way by this triumphant sign, The hosts of God in 

conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain 

3.  All newborn soldiers of the Crucified, Bear on their brows the seal of 

Him who died. Refrain 

4. O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, As Thou hast promised, draw 

us all to Thee. Refrain 

5.  Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell, Of Him who saves our lives 

from death and hell. Refrain 

6.  So shall our song of triumph ever be: Praise to the Crucified for 

victory! Refrain 
Text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005896 

 

Opening Versicles       LSB 219 

P: O Lord, open my lips, 

C: and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C: make haste to help me, O Lord. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

            as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen 

 Praise to You, O Christ, Alleluia. 

 

Psalmody       LSB 220 

P: Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

C: O come, let us worship Him. 

 

Venite        LSB 220 
1.  O come, let us sing to the Lord, let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 

salvation.  Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving, let us make a 

joyful noise to Him with songs of praise. 

2.  For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods. The deep places 

of the earth are in His hand; the strength of the hills is His also. 

 



 

3.  The sea is His, for He made it, and His hand formed the dry land.  O come, 

let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our maker. 

4.  For he is our God, and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His 

    hand. 

5.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P: Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

C: O come, let us worship Him. 
 

Psalm of the Day     Psalm 103:1-12 

P: Bless the LORD, O my soul,  

C: and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 

P: Bless the LORD, O my soul,  

C: and forget not all his benefits,  

P: who forgives all your iniquity, 

C: who heals all your diseases,  

P: who redeems your life from the pit, 

C: who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,  

P: who satisfies you with good  

C: so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.   

P: The LORD works righteousness  

C: and justice for all who are oppressed.   

P: He made known his ways to Moses, 

C: his acts to the people of Israel.   

P: The LORD is merciful and gracious, 

C: slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.   

P: He will not always chide, 

C: nor will he keep his anger forever.   

P:He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

C: nor repay us according to our iniquities.   

P: For as high as the heavens are above the earth,  

C: so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;   

P: as far as the east is from the west, 

C: so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Hymn of the Day: All Christians Who Have Been Baptized  LSB 596 

1.  All Christians who have been baptized, Who know the God of 

heaven, And in whose daily life is prized, The name of Christ once 

given: Consider now what God has done, The gifts He gives to 

ev’ryone, Baptized into Christ Jesus! 

 



 

2.  You were before your day of birth, Indeed, from your conception, 

Condemned and lost with all the earth, None good, without exception.  

For like your parents’ flesh and blood, Turned inward from the highest 

good, You constantly denied Him. 

3.  But all of that was washed away—Immersed and drowned forever. 

The water of your Baptism day,  Restored again whatever Old Adam and 

his sin destroyed  And all our sinful selves employed, According to our 

nature. 

4.  In Baptism we now put on Christ—Our shame is fully covered, With 

all that He once sacrificed, And freely for us suffered. For here the flood 

of His own blood  Now makes us holy, right, and good, Before our 

heav’nly Father. 

5.  O Christian, firmly hold this gift And give God thanks forever!  It 

gives the power to uplift, In all that you endeavor.  When nothing else 

revives your soul, Your Baptism stands and makes you whole, And then 

in death completes you. 

 6  So use it well! You are made new—In Christ a new creation!  As 

faithful Christians, live and do Within your own vocation, Until that day 

when you possess, His glorious robe of righteousness, Bestowed on you 

forever! 

 

Readings 

Old Testament Reading    Genesis 50:15-21 
15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be 

that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 
16So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command 

before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your 

brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive 

the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when 

they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, 

“Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am 

I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant 

it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are 

today. 21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he 

comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 

P:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

   

Epistle       Romans 14:1-12 
1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over 

opinions. 2One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person 

eats only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains,  

and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God  

 



 

has welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? 

It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for 

the Lord is able to make him stand.  5One person esteems one day as better than 

another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully 

convinced in his own mind. 6The one who observes the day, observes it in 

honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives 

thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and 

gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to 

himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So 

then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end 

Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the 

living.  10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you 

despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 
11for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and 

every tongue shall confess to God.”  12So then each of us will give an account 

of himself to God. 

P:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Reading:      Matthew 18:21-35 
21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin 

against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, 

“I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.  23“Therefore the 

kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 

with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed 

him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master ordered him 

to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be 

made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with 

me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that 

servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant 

went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, 

and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his 

fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I 

will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay 

the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were 

greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken 

place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! 

I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you 

have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger 

his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So also 

my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother from your heart.” 

P:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 

Common Responsory     LSB 221 

P:  Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

C:  Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

      Your glory dwells. 

P:  Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

C:  Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

      Your glory dwells. 

P:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

      Your glory dwells. 

 

Sermon     Rev. Matthew Gehrke 

 

Hymn after the Sermon    Holy, Holy, Holy  LSB 507 

1    Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  Early in the morning our 

song shall rise to Thee; Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! God in 

three persons, blessèd Trinity! 

2    Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, Casting down their 

golden crowns around the glassy sea;  Cherubim and seraphim falling 

down before Thee, Which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 

3    Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, Though the eye of 

sinful man Thy glory may not see,  Only Thou art holy; there is none 

beside Thee, Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity. 

4    Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  All Thy works shall praise 

Thy name in earth and sky and sea.  Holy, holy, holy, merciful and 

mighty!  God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 
Text: Public domain 

 
Confirmation 

Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All 

authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things 

that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 

end of the age.” You have been baptized and catechized in the Christian 

faith according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, “Whoever confesses 

Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 

But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny before My Father 

who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace 

and joyfully give answer to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord. 

 

 

 



 

P:  Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation 

acknowledge the gifts that God gave you in your Baptism?  

R:  Yes, I do. 

P:  Do you renounce the devil?  R:  Yes, I renounce him. 

P:  Do you renounce all his works? R:  Yes, I renounce them. 

P:  Do you renounce all his ways? R:  Yes, I renounce them. 

P  Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

R  Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 

P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 

R:  Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into 

hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P:  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

R:  Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. 

P:  Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the 

inspired Word of God? R:  I do. 

P:  Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

drawn from the Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the 

Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? R: I do. 

P:  Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s 

Supper faithfully?  R:  I do, by the grace of God. 

P:  Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, 

word, and deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even 

to death? R:  I do, by the grace of God. 

P: Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and 

to suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from it? 

R:  I do, by the grace of God. 

 

P:  We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have 

received the teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the faith and been  

absolved of your sins. As you continue to hear the Lord’s Word and  

receive His blessed Sacrament, He who has begun a good work in you 

will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.   C:  Amen. 
The catechumens receive the confirmation blessing.  

 

 

 



 

P:  [Name], the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven 

you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life everlasting. 

C:  Amen. 
The pastor reads a text of Holy Scripture as a remembrance of confirmation. After all 

the catechumens have received the blessing, the following collect is prayed. 

 

P: Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful Father, in the waters of Holy Baptism You 

have united Your children in the suffering and death of Your Son Jesus 

Christ, cleansing them by His blood. Renew in them the gift of Your 

Holy Spirit, that they may live in daily contrition and repentance with a 

faith that ever clings to their Savior. Deliver them from the power of 

Satan and preserve them from false and dangerous doctrines, that they 

may remain faithful in hearing Christ’s Word and receiving His body 

and blood. By the Lord’s Supper strengthen them to believe that no one 

can make satisfaction for sin but Christ alone. Enable them to find joy 

and comfort only in Him, learning from this Sacrament to love You and 

their neighbor and to bear the cross with patience and joy until the day 

of the resurrection of their bodies to life immortal; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Peace be with you.  C:  Amen. 

 

Kyrie 

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

P:  O Lord, hear my prayer C:  And let my cry come to You. 

 

Collect of the Day 

P:   O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the  

devout prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and 

grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our  

 



 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  

and forever. C:   Amen 

Additional Prayers 

P: Lord, in Your mercy, 

  C: hear our prayer. 
Collect for Grace 

P:  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You 

have safely brought us to the beginning of this day.  Defend us in the 

same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, 

neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered 

by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. C:  Amen 
 

Benedicamus       LSB 228 

P:  Let us bless the Lord.  

C:  Thanks be to God.   
 

Benediction       LSB 228 

P:  The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   C:  Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn:  Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer        LSB 918   

1.   Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer, Pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but Thou art mighty; Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, Feed me till I want no more; Feed me 

till I want no more. 

2.   Open now the crystal fountain Whence the healing stream doth flow; 

Let the fiery, cloudy pillar Lead me all my journey through.  Strong 

deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer,  Be Thou still my strength and shield; Be 

Thou still my strength and shield. 

3.   When I tread the verge of Jordan, Bid my anxious fears subside; 

Death of death and hell’s destruction, Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises I will ever give to Thee; I will ever 

give to Thee. 
Text: Public domain 

Soli Deo Gloria 
Please drop off your offering in the basket underneath the archway as you 

leave the sanctuary.  Pastor will dismiss you by individual pews. 
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