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Pastor’s Page
“I AM A CHILD OF GOD” 

I recently had the pleasure of watching another Kendrick brothers’ movie, “Overcomer” and in usual fashion 
it was very good.  During the movie, there was a thought provoking question that was asked to two of the 
characters at two different times. This question pricked at their heart and I would argue that it pricks at the heart 
and mind of every man and woman.  The question that was asked was, “If I asked you, who you are, what is the 
first thing that comes to mind?” Both characters answered it differently.  Then later both realized that there is 
only one answer to that question for those in Christ, and that answer is, “I am a child of God!”

As a child of God, we are reminded that first and foremost, our identity is in Jesus Christ.  Moreover, the book of 
Ephesians tells us very important truths that we should never forget.  In Chapter 1 and 2 of the book of Ephesians 
it tells us that as a child of God:

I am blessed

I am chosen

I am adopted

I am redeemed

I am forgiven

I am sealed

I am loved

I am saved

Our identity is tied to whatever/whoever we give our heart to. Thanks be to God that our identity is in Jesus 
Christ.  Thanks be to God that we have allowed Jesus Christ to define us. Thanks be to God for the spiritual 
blessings and new life with Jesus Christ!

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Javon A. Voglezon, Sr
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A NEW SEASON, A NEW BEGINNING

As we roll into the late summer months, we slowly start transitioning from the hot and hazy summer days to the 
cool, crisp and colorful season of the fall. You may have noticed that each day seems to get a little shorter as we 
lose a little more sunlight. Some may be disappointed with the summer coming to an end, but each new season 
brings a new beginning. Maybe you want to try learning a new skill, rekindle an old friendship, eat healthy, etc. 
However, this time is also the perfect time to think about strengthen and rekindling your relationship with God 
to create a new beginning and identity with our Lord. 

If we are open and aware, we can always feel God’s presence by our side during the many transitions & trans-
formations we go through in life. Isaiah 43:18 – 19 says “Do not remember the former things, nor consider the 
things of old. Behold, I will do a new thing, now it shall spring forth; shall you not know it? I will even make a 
road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” When moving to a new season, we are called to let go of “former 
things” and “things of old.” These things hold us back from completing our transition into the new season of 
life with God. Instead be receptive to God’s gifts as he always creates and provides new things. The Lord even 
provides examples of how he creates new things like creating roads in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. A 
path was made when none existed – only a great power above our own is capable of this. We cannot truly accept 
or be put unto this path unless we leave behind our former life and create a new identity in Christ.
 
What is a new identity in Christ? It is an identity that represents our true selves as Christians. It is an identity 
that fosters a close relationship with Christ. This identity feels all the love, joy, unity, peace and strength that 
our Lord has to offer. No matter the trial or tribulation, this identity knows that Christ is by our side.  Psalms 1:3 
states that “He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf 
also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.” With the Lord as our foundation, we move through 
each season triumphantly – it is God’s will. This is why this identity can face the unknown without fear. 
 
So remember this if nothing else, with each season God is continuously creating new things and experience for 
us. At any moment, we can be presented the chance for a new start; leave behind things that hold you back and 
be ready to mold a new identity in Christ and a new beginning. 

Source: 
Bible – New King James Version (NKJV): https://www.biblegateway.com/ 
Identity in Christ: https://www.desiringgod.org/topics/identity-in-chris
7 Powerful Bible Verses About a New Beginning: https://www.faithventures.com/bible-verses-about-a-new-
beginning/ 
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On February 18, 1951, a new Baptist chapel 
was established to serve the Hillandale Adelphi, 
Oak View and Burnt Mills neighborhoods. The 
chapel’s temporary location was at the Seventh 
Day Adventist Church on Riggs Road and it was 
sponsored by the Brookland Baptist Church of 
Northwest Washington. 

On January 24, 1952, the chapel purchased a five-
acre tract of land on Riggs and Powder Mill road. In 
June a proposal was made to consider a new name for 
the chapel and on September 4, the name Hillandale 
Baptist Church was formally accepted. The chapel 
was constituted a church and affiliated with the 
DC Baptist Convention on November 9, 1952. The 
following year, on June 7, 1953, Hillandale Baptist 
Church held its ground breaking ceremony and the 
dedication service of the church was held on May 
2, 1954. The building was officially turned over to 
the church on April 15, 1956.

In July 1956, the church acquired the adjacent 
property which included the “Mother Jones Rest 
Home” (a farmhouse which is now the parking lot.) 
The farmhouse was named after Mary Harris Jones 
(Mother Jones). This vigorous advocate of labor 
was known as the Grand Old Champion of Labor.  

On November 24, 1960, which happened to be 
Thanksgiving Day, the church dedicated the 
Recreation Hall (now the Putman Fellowship 
Hall) to be used for Sunday school, recreation and 
general purposes. The children’s Sunday school 
activities were held at the Adventist Church and 
later at the Naval Reserve Training Center located 
opposite the church on Powder Mill Road. 

In June 1965, a proposal was made for the church 
to build an Educational Building, adjoining the 
church. The project began in April 1967 and was 
dedicated on April 28, 1968.

Brief History of Hillandale Baptist Church
On May 8, 1979, the church published the first 
issue of its newsletter, the Greeter. 

On December 11, 1988, the church celebrated the 
“burning of the mortgage” for the property.

MINISTERS/PASTORS

In 1951, Rev. Walter Butts was the first interim 
minister at the new Baptist Chapel and served until 
his resignation on February 18, 1952. Following 
his resignation, various ministers preached at the 
chapel until May 1952. 

In June 1952, Rev, James O. Duncan became the 
first official Pastor of Hillandale Baptist Church 
and served until his resignation in 1959.  However, 
he continued to serve as the interim pastor until 
1960. 

From 1960 to 2017, Hillandale Baptist Church 
was led by the following pastors who were very 
instrumental to the growth and development of 
the church: Rev. Wilfred Cholerton (1960 – 1968); 
Rev. Stuart Kersey (1968 – 1974); interim pastor 
Rev. James Duncan (1974); Rev. Dr. Allen Oliver 
(1974 – 1978); interim pastor Rev. Don Cowherd 
followed by interim pastor Howard Rees (1978 
– 1979); Rev. Dr. James Moore (1979 – 1984); 
interim pastor Rev. Dr. Roy Godwin (1984 –  
1985); Rev. William A. Moyer III (1985 – 2006); 
interim pastor Rev. Israel “Benny” Singleton, 
(2007 – 2009); associate pastor Walter Jarvis 
(2007 – 2009); Rev Wyndell Banks (2009 – 2010); 
associate pastor Walter Jarvis (2010 – 2013); Rev 
Jedidiah Blake (2013 – 2015); and interim pastor 
Louis Jenkins (2015 – 2016). 
    
In June 2016, Deacon Javon Voglezon Sr. was 
ordained as minister by Hillandale Baptist 
Church. He was the third member to be ordained 



as a minister by the church; the others were 
Bruce Romoser (December 16, 1962) and Robert 
Cohen (February 20, 1983).  

In 2018, Minister Javon Voglezon became the 
current pastor at Hillandale Baptist Church. 
It is important to note that Pastor Voglezon 
is a “Home Grown Product” of the church. 
He grew up in the church, attended children’s 
Sunday school and was later involved in various 
ministries; including the Youth Ministry, Deacon 
Ministry and eventually becoming the Pastor. He 
is a welcomed source of dignity, as he shepherds 
those he served at Hillandale Baptist Church.

DEMOGRAPHICS

Over the years, the change in the community 
demographics has considerably impacted 
Hillandale Baptist Church ethnically and culturally. 
The transition of the church to a multicultural, 
multiracial congregation was triggered on April 
4th, 1976, when the first African 
American members, the Dobbins 
family, transferred to the church and 
were voted into membership on April 
15 of that same year; Jean Dobbins 
and her daughter Kim Holland are 
still active members of the church.  
Then, during the 1990s, as several 
older members moved away, people 
of various ethnicities moved into the 
area. In addition to African Americans, 
many of the new members came from 
Africa, Asia, Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Gradually the neighborhood 
became multicultural and because of 
the influx of Hispanics in the area, the church 
has established and continues to work with the 
Hispanic Ministry in the church.  

Hillandale Baptist Church continues to welcome 
everyone who seeks to worship the Lord and join 
in the fellowship as we continue leading others 
to Christ. As our slogan states, “We never see 
strangers, just friends we’ve never met.”

Hillandale Baptist Church, circa 1956
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Children’s Church Ministry:  Assists the Sunday 
school Director with recruiting teachers/assistants 
and educates children on how to live Christian lives.  

Deacon’s Ministry: Assists the pastor in providing 
spiritual guidance to church members. Also provides 
other services that ensure proper administration of 
church activities.  

Deaconess Ministry:  Facilitates the resources 
necessary for church services and orients new 
members to the church. Also assists the Deacons in 
church activities that support the pastor.

Event Coordinator Ministry:  Plans, schedules 
and coordinates all special events at the church 
properties. Also ensures that all required resources 
for the events are in place in a timely manner. 

Fellowship Ministry: Assists the Director of Food 
Services in coordinating, planning and preparing for 
fellowship and social activities of the Church. Also 
assists in the supervision of supplies, maintenance 
and use of the kitchen facilities. 

Hillandale Women of God Ministry (HWOG): 
Implements a women’s Christian ministry program 
that empowers/encourages women to be spiritually 
motivated. This practice will occur at fellowship 
meetings where bible readings, prayers, singing/
music and heartfelt discussions are incorporated. 

Hillandale Men’s Fellowship Ministry: 
Implements a men’s Christian ministry program 
that empowers/encourages men to be spiritually 
motivated. This practice will occur at fellowship 
meetings where bible readings, prayers, singing/
music and heartfelt discussions are incorporated. 

Library Services Ministry:  Maintains and 
administers all physical resources (books, computers 
and other equipment) owned by the church. Also 
ensures that they are accessible in a timely manner.    

Ministry Teams
All members/non-members are welcome to participate, or join in any of these ministries.

Missions/Community Outreach Ministry (M/
COM): Develops community outreach projects 
and represents the church in providing support 
to local, national, and foreign missions. Also 
participates in approved disaster relief projects.

Publicity Ministry: Develops and publishes all 
church related activities/events through various 
media, including the internet. 

Safety and Security Ministry: Provides safety and 
security for the church properties and its members. 
Also ensures that an emergency evacuation action 
plan is in place and periodically tested.  

Stewardship Ministry: Educates members about 
the role of stewardship, budgeting and fundraising; 
and encourages members to support the church 
financially through tithing. Also ensures that the 
Orientation Program for new church members is 
current and effective. 

Usher Ministry: Administers program to provide 
comfortable and convenient seating for church 
attendees. Also provides reasonable assistance to 
church attendees during church service.

Vacation Bible School Ministry (VBS): Plans 
and administers the VBS summer program 
which includes recruiting volunteers, scheduling 
meetings; and ensuring that all resources (supplies 
and equipment) are available in a timely manner. 

Website and Technology Ministry: Designs, 
updates and maintains the church website and 
provide technological assistance to the church.  

Youth Ministry: Provides bible teachings, 
Christian activities, and fellowship enrichment 
programs for the youths.  h



Ministry  
Reports

Finance Committee: The Finance Committee 
will be hosting financial planning presentations 
and sessions, in the near future for all who are 
interested.

Trustee Committee: There are ongoing projects 
such as the expansion of the Putnam Hall 
bathrooms and raising funds to complete other 
building improvement projects.

Usher Committee: The Usher Committee is 
pleased to welcome Joan Brown and Dereke 
Williams as Ushers. The Usher Committee 
continues to seek dedicated members to 
participate as Ushers. Psalm 84:10 “For a Day in 
Your Courts is better than a Thousand. I would 
rather be a doorkeeper in the House of my God 
than dwell in the Tents of Wickedness.”

Youth/Young Adult Ministry: The Youth/
Young Adult will be meeting on Fridays for 
Bible Study and preparing for upcoming retreats/
events. In addition, the Youth/Young Adult 
Ministry is proud to be leading the Hillandale 
Baptist Church service every 3rd Sunday of the 
month. Due to the coronavirus (COVID-19), 
the service will be postponed until further 
notice.

Commuity Update
CORONAVIRUS DISEASE (COVID-19)

Coronavirus Disease 2019 or COVID-19 is the 
infectious disease caused by a newly discovered 
Coronavirus called Severe Active Respiratory 
Syndrome CoronaVirus-2 or SARS-COV-2. 
This virus is one of many viruses within the 
Coronavirus family.

Washing your hands during the COVID Pandemic
Washing your hands is one of the most effective ways 
to prevent the spread of germs. Clean hands can stop 
germs from spreading from one person to another and 
throughout an entire community. 

Key Times to Wash Your Hands
You can help yourself and your loved ones stay healthy 
by washing your hands often, especially during these 
key times when you are likely to get and spread germs:
• Before touching your eyes, nose or mouth - because 
that’s how the germs get into your body. 
• Before, during, and after preparing food.
• Before eating food.
• Before and after caring for someone at home who is 
sick with vomiting or diarrhea.
• Before and after treating a cut or wound.
• After using the toilet.
• After changing diapers or cleaning up a child who 
had used the toilet. 
• After touching an animal, animal feed or animal 
waste.
• After handling pet food or pet treats.
• After touching garbage.
• After you have been in a public place and touched an 
item or surface that may had been frequently touched 
by other people, such as door handles, tables, gas 
pumps, shopping carts and electronic cash registers/
screens.

Follow these steps every time to wash your hands 
the right way:
1. Wet your hands with clean, running water (warm or 
cold), turn off the tap, and apply soap.
2. Lather your hands by rubbing them together with 
the soap. Lather the backs of your hands, between 
your fingers and under your nails.
3. Scrub your hands for at least 20 seconds.
4. Rinse your hands well under warm, clean, running 
water.
5. Dry your hands using a clean towel or air dry them.



The reunion was hosted by the London Chapter 
and included trips to Holland, Belgium, and 
France. She also remembered visiting her 
brother who was in the service and stationed in 
Germany.  It was indeed a hectic, enjoyable, and 
memorable occasion for the family.

Gloria has attended Hillandale Baptist Church 
since she moved to the community 40 years 
ago.  She recalls feeling the desire to join HBC 
as a member due to the friendly personality of 
then Pastor William Moyer. Gloria also found 
the congregation 
to be close and 
welcoming. When 
asked about any 
favorite hymns, she 
noted “Precious 
Lord, Take My Hand” 
and “I Surrender 
All”. Although an 
accident several 
years ago, along 
with other health 
concerns have kept 
Gloria from regular 
church attendance 
recently while our 
doors were open, she has been in “virtual” 
attendance regularly since the pandemic. Gloria 
displays the character from the words of one of 
her favorite hymns.

“I will ever love and trust him
In his presence daily live”

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new 
is here! —2 Corinthians 5:17

Meet Our Members
Return of “Meet Our Members!” As before, although we are a small church, some of us are more familiar 
with some members than others. This will be another way to learn more about our members and, perhaps, 
find that we may have more things in common than being members of HBC. It may also open doors to be 
more communicative and supportive of each other. 

“For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function, so 
we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.” —Romans 12:4-5

Gloria Voglezon

This time, our featured member holds a 
particularly special place in our hearts. She is the 
mother of our beloved pastor! Gloria’s birthplace 
is Savannah, Georgia. Her birthplace is evident in 
her warm, gentle voice.  Gloria was educated there 
including attending Savannah State College where 
she received her BS degree in Biology. However, 
after that, she enrolled and completed a Medical 
Technology program at Freedmen’s Hospital (now 
Howard University Hospital) in Washington, DC. 
Gloria worked at Howard University Hospital as a 
Medical Technologist and later became supervisor 
in the Serology lab where she retired after 35 years 
of service at Howard.  

Gloria has been married to her husband, Neville, 
for 45 years. They have two sons and five 
grandchildren. Between her career and raising 
her sons, Gloria did not have much leisure time. 
She remembers spending a lot of time attending 
her sons’ many sports events connected with the 
Beltsville Boys and Girls Club. Gloria eventually 
enjoyed watching TV shows, especially the 
cooking shows, just for the fun of it and to learn. 
But she stated that she never became a great 
cook! One of her favorite memories is when the 
family travelled to Europe in 1990. This happened 
because of an international reunion of the Guyana 
Berbice Association (a charitable, non-profit, and 
non-political association of like-minded persons 
of Guyanese ancestry) where Neville was then 
president of the Washington Chapter in the USA. 

♥♥
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HILLANDALE  
WOMEN OF GOD  
MINISTRY

The Women of God Ministry of Hillandale 
Baptist Church held their second food drive 
“Grab and Go” donation of grocery items for the 
community on Saturday, August 15, 2020.  There 
were 159 bags of grocery items passed out to 
residents who drove by the church for assistance.  

We would like to thank all the volunteers, church 
members/friends and those who made donations 
of non-perishables for this important event for 
those in need.  We appreciate your compassion 
and faithfulness to make a difference to those less 
fortunate during the time of this pandemic in our 
country.

May God continue to bless 
each one of you and your 
family members.

Prayerfully,

Hillandale Women of God
August 2020

The Men and Women of God breakfast will 
be held every 2nd Sunday of every month 
downstairs in the Dale Reed Welcome Center 
from 9am to 10am. Due to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19), the service will be postponed 
until further notice.

The Brotherhood Ministry will be having their 
Men’s Brunch every 3rd Saturday of every 
month from 11am to 1pm in the “Dale Reed” 
Welcome Center. Due to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19), the gathering will be held via 
Zoom.

Hillandale Women of God will be having their 
Women’s Brunch every last Saturday of every 
month from 11am to 1pm in the “Dale Reed” 
Welcome Center. Due to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19), the gathering will be held via 
Zoom.

Every 3rd Sunday of the month at 10am, 
we will have service at Hillhaven Assisted 
Living, Nursing and Rehabilitation Center on 
Powder Mill Road. Due to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19), the service will be postponed 
until further notice.

The Women’s Retreat to the Museum of the 
Bible in Washington, DC has been postponed 
until a later date. 

Special/Upcoming Events 
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Prayer Corner
PRAYER CHANGES THINGS…. 

“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you 
ask when you pray, believe that you receive 
them, and you will have them.”—Mark 11:24. 

Please intercede for those listed here as you go 
before the Lord in prayer…

Healing  
Mother Olu 

Susie Dudley
Gloria Voglezon 

Walter Jarvis 
Julian and Dee White 

Avis Harris 
Flora Rice (Angela Beemer’s mother) 

Sam Simmons
Peter Poakwa

Yanick Sainvilier
Jean Dobbins 
John Adams
Eddie Brown
Joan Brown

Helena Laryea

Prayers for those suffering from 
Coronavirus (COVID-19)

Employment  
Members and friends  
who are seeking work

Comfort  
Prayers of peace and comfort  

for all who lost loved ones this past year

Roman Road 
to Salvation

“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God.”
—Romans 3:23

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God 
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
—Romans 6:23

“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, 
in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us.”
— Romans 5:8

“that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as 
Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised 
Him from the dead, you will be saved.”
—Romans 10:9

“Therefore, since we have been justified through 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”
—Romans 5:1

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”
—Romans 8:38-39



Shoutouts to the
Graduates

Congratulations to Idaresit Udoumoh for 
completion of her undergraduate degree (BS in 
Nutritional Sciences) from Howard University 
(HU) class of 2020.

Congratulations on your achievement!

♥

Birthdays

SEPTEMBER
Edward Brooks       1
Carl Harding      4
Marc Jerome      8
Tanisha Abegley     9
Jean Dobbins      10
Elizabeth Brooks   22
Helena Laryea     25
Dennis Beemer    29

AUGUST
Joshua Sainvilier     6
Gina Fullbright-Powell           12
Mother Olu Adeyemi    20 
Rick Woods                23
Edward Martin    28
Ramzia Bendu      31

2601 Powder Mill Road
Adelphi, MD 20783

Pastor, Rev. Javon A. Voglezon, Sr.

Office phone: 301-434-6033
Email: hbc20783@gmail.com
Web: www.hillandalebc.org

Contact Us

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School/Bible Study     10 AM 

Sunday Worship Service     11 AM 
301-715-8592 (ID-926201454# PW-011746#) 
 
Monday Online Prayer         6 AM & 6 PM 
515-606-5187                (code-664971#)

Tuesday Women’s Prayer Group     11 AM 
301-715-8592 (ID-428341589# PW-003518#) 

Tuesday Night Bible Study     7 PM 
301-715-8592 (ID-568075346# PW-000883#) 

Wednesday Night Choir Practice     6:30 PM 
 
Thursday Night Prayer Meeting     6 PM
515-606-5187 (code-664971#)
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