
The following is a brief summary of changes to the Model Constitution for Congregations 

The full list of changes is available at: https://www.elca.org/Resources/Office-of-the-Secretary 

Noteworthy changes to the 2016 Model Constitution for Congregations: 

+The change of the terms “clergy” or “ordained minister” to “Minister of Word and Sacrament” 
throughout the document. 

+The change of the terms “deacon,” “diaconal minister,” or “Associate in Ministry” to “Minister of Word 
and Service” throughout the document. 

+The inclusion of a “seasonal member” category in C.8.02.e which defines the expectations of such 
membership, and the voting rights of seasonal members. 

+The reordering of “Chapter 16: Bylaws” and “Chapter 17: Amendments.”  Bylaws become C17 and 
Amendments become C16. 

The re-wording of “Chapter 20: Parish Authorization” to include clarifying language in C20.05 and C20.06 
to specify that the departure of a congregation from a parish arrangement terminates the call of a 
Minister of Word and Sacrament or Minister of Word and Service to the parish.  A new call may be 
issued by the remaining congregations in the parish 

Noteworthy changes to the 2019 Model Constitution for Congregations: 

+For clarity, the use of “the congregation” becomes “this congregation” throughout the document. 

+For clarity, “synodical” becomes “synod” throughout the document. 

+In “Chapter 5: Powers of the Congregation,” C5.04 changes the word “choose” to “elect” to more 
clearly define the process of electing individuals to represent the congregation at Synod Assemblies. 

+In “Chapter 10: Congregation Meetings,” C10.08 is added to provide consistent language to allow for 
the conducting of remote congregational meetings. 

Noteworthy changes to the HSLC Constitution 

+In “Chapter 12: Congregation Council” the size of the council is defined by a range (“not more than or 
fewer than”) instead of a fixed number.  The term lengths are moved from C12.01 into a bylaw 
(C12.01.01) to make it easier to amend should the congregation chose to do so in the future.  In 
addition, the terms “youth” and “young adult” are defined using the language from the Model 
Constitution.   

***Note: because this amendment of Chapter 12 is not a Model Constitution change, this change 
requires votes at two consecutive congregational meetings.*** 


