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The power of words! They can be used to build or destroy reputations, dreams of 

accomplishment, hopes of a better future, fears of real and imagined troubles, and so on. A 

single trigger many thoughts and emotions. How about this word - Happy!  

Seriously, what thoughts just came into your mind?  Did you try to define the word 

‘happy’? Did a special person or event come to mind? Did you smile or, even laugh at the 

thought? You see, a solitary, small and simple word can cause a flood of emotions that, like a 

wave, crash upon the shores of the mind, forever altering the landscape.  

Here’s another word: altar. It’s more than a word, it’s a place and it means much more 

than how it is thought of, if, it is thought of at all. The new, improved, liberal and progressive 

‘Christian’ wants to be known for being intellectual, relevant, and tolerant toward the 

philosophies of this world. To accomplish this acceptance, they must get rid of words that 

connect them to what they consider to be old, traditional, and judgmental Christianity. One such 

word is the word, altar.    

Until recent years, most churches emphasized the importance of the altar during the 

church service and in the personal lives of believers. During the service you would often hear 

the following, “If the Lord Jesus is dealing with your heart, I’d like to invite you to come down to 

this altar and pray.” “Can we all come to the altar and spend a few moments to dedicate 

ourselves and our families to the Lord Jesus?” These phrases and such like are considered, by 

many, to be old fashioned and no longer necessary for Christians to speak about or participate 

in. 

According to Bill Leonard, a professor of church history at Wake Forest University’s 

School of Divinity in North Carolina, “…Christians often told stories about staggering into church 

and walking forward during the altar… Contemporary churchgoers, though, no longer have time 

to take that walk…They consider their lives too busy for long revival services and extended altar 

calls. Many churches are either jettisoning or streamlining the altar call…You got soccer, you 

got PTA, you got family responsibilities - the culture just won’t sustain it as it once did.”i 

What! How can there be no time for an altar? This can only be true of those who; a) 

have never been taught about the altar; b) have not taken the time to search the Word of God to 

understand how He feels about the importance of the altar or; c) have rejected the need for the 
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altar in their life’s activities. As we can see from the Scriptures, the concept of the altar is at the 

center of a Christian’s life with Jesus Christ, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 

of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 

reasonable service” (Romans 12:1, KJV).  

The apostle Paul wrote those words to Christians, not sinners. Notice the words he 

used, “…a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God…”  Those words are directly related to the 

Old Testament command of Godii to present sacrifices on an altar. The Collins English 

Dictionary defines an altar as, “an elevated place or structure, as a mound or platform, at which 

religious rites are performed or on which sacrifices are offered to gods, ancestors, etc.”iii It was 

on an altar that atonement (satisfaction or reparation for a wrong or injury; amendiv) was made 

for sins committed against the law of God or, in worship and thanksgiving to Him.  

Now, the Christian understands that the laws of the Old Testament were types and 

shadows that were fulfilled in the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ – the Gospel. 

We know this because Jesus said, “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 

prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil” (Matthew 5:17, KJV). The Gospel continues to 

be fulfilled in the life of every person that experiences the realities of living life in Christ Jesus by 

being “…born again…of the water and of the Spirit...” and walking, “…in newness of life” (John 

3:3, 5 and Romans 6:4, KJV). 

The Old Testament practice of building altars unto God and sacrificing various animals 

was a type of the ultimate sacrifice; that of Jesus, dying on the cross to pay the penalty for sin 

and to provide remission of sins for a lost world.v  

It is worthy of noting that the first murder took place over what was acceptable to God at 

an altar. Abel brought a lamb to God and Cain brought fruit of the fields. Abel brought what God 

desired and Cain brought what he wanted to give. God spoke to Cain and gave him opportunity 

to bring what God wanted to the altar but Cain became bitter and because He could not strike 

out against God, Cain killed his brother (Genesis 4).  

We find in Genesis Eight that the first thing Noah did before building a home or planting 

a vineyard, was to build an altar and offer sacrifices of thanksgiving unto God. In our day, more 

are more interested in building homes and careers than altars to the Lord Jesus.  
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Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were all builders of altars and men of sacrifice. No, they 

were not perfect men but they made sure an altar was at the center of their lives. In fact, it was 

during the time of Abraham’s ultimate test – to sacrifice the son of promise, Isaac – which the 

word, worship, is first, used (Genesis 22). Abraham was called the friend of God (James 2:23) 

because he was obedient in faith and willing to sacrifice his promise on the altarvi however; God 

provided a better way and Isaac lived to become a worshipper also. True worship always 

involves the willingness to sacrifice all. Jesus stated, “The hour cometh, and now is, when the 

true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to 

worship him” (John 4:23, KJV). 

Something always dies at the altar. Either our self-will to the acceptance of God’s will for 

our lives. Or our conscience dies, as it rejects, the drawing of the Lord Jesus to the altar of 

worship, the death of self–will, and the reality of a life in Christ.    

 It is true, that there is not a direct mention of the terms – ‘altar service or altar call’ - 

within the New Testament. However, the words ‘altar’ and especially, ‘sacrifice’vii are used and 

provide for us insight into how important having an altar is to the Christian’s walk with God. An 

altar should be found in every local church and home. It is the most important place for the saint 

and sinner alike to sacrifice or dedicate their hopes, dreams, ambitions, family, and their life 

unto the Lord Jesus.viii    

To summarize this portion of study and lay a foundation for the remaining studies about 

the necessity of having an altar, I will make three fundamental statements: 

1) The altar is a designated place, for a designated purpose (sacrifices), and to be 

approached at designated times – both the altar and all things belonging to it are 

holy (sacred). 

2) The altar is the place where life both ends and begins 

3) The Christian must have both public and private altars  

So, what does the word ‘altar’ mean to you now? Do you have an altar? Have you been 

to the altar lately? If not, why not? The apostle Paul declared, “I want to know Christ and 

experience the mighty power that raised him from the dead. I want to suffer with him, sharing in 

his death, so that one way or another I will experience the resurrection from the dead!” 
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(Philippians 3:10-11, NLT). Paul understood that if he was to experience the power of the 

resurrection; he must first experience the fellowship of his suffering! Whether it’s a sacrifice of 

our fleshly desires and habitsix or in praise and worship to God, having an altar is a must for 

EVERY Christian!!! Only at the altar can our lives be altered.  

Stay tuned for part 2, when we discuss the three altars every Christian should have. God 

bless!  

                                                           
i Do You Speak Christian? (2016). Cable News Network. Retrieved November 13, 2016 from Belief Blogwebsite 

http://religion.blogs.cnn.com/2011/07/31/do-you-speak-christian/comment-page-23/ 

ii  An altar of earth thou shalt make unto me, and shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt offerings, and thy peace 

offerings, thy sheep, and thine oxen: in all places where I record my name I will come unto thee, and I will bless 

thee. And if thou wilt make me an altar of stone, thou shalt not build it of hewn stone: for if thou lift up thy tool 

upon it, thou hast polluted it. Neither shalt thou go up by steps unto mine altar, that thy nakedness be not 

discovered thereon. (Exodus 20:24-26, KJV) 

iii altar. (n.d.). Collins English Dictionary - Complete & Unabridged 10th Edition. Retrieved November 13, 2016 from 

Dictionary.com website http://www.dictionary.com/browse/altar 

iv atonement. (n.d.). Collins English Dictionary - Complete & Unabridged 10th Edition. Retrieved November 13, 2016 

from Dictionary.com website http://www.dictionary.com/browse/atonement 

v The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 

the world (John 1:29, KJV) “…For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us” (1 Corinthians 5:7, KJV) 

vi By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, 

thine only son: that in blessing I will bless thee…in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because 

thou hast obeyed my voice…(Genesis 22:16-19, KJV)  

vii Altar = 21 times, Sacrifice = 23 times 

viii By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks 

to his name (Hebrews 13:15, KJV) 

ix And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts (Galatians 5:24, KJV) 
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