
The Seven Spirits of God 

An Apostolic Perspective 

 

The primary purpose for and of the book of Revelation was to present, “The 

Revelation of Jesus Christ…Alpha and Omega…the first and the last…The Word 

of God.”1Furthermore, we know that, “…In him dwelleth all the fullness of the 

Godhead bodily” [Col.2:9]. Therefore, John describes the glorified Christ in His 

exalted state of power, glory, and authority, walking in the middle of the seven 

churches of Asia (the golden candlesticks) and holding the seven stars 

(angels/ministers) of those churches in His right hand. The revelation of Jesus 

Christ is THE legal precedent upon which the spiritual condition of each of the 

seven churches was then judged, is for the encouragement of the New 

Testament believer, the judgment of the world, and the establishment of a new 

universe to come.   

It is worth noting that at the conclusion of Jesus’ commendations and or 

rebukes to each church, He commanded the listener to “…hear what the Spirit 

saith unto the churches” (Rev. 2:7). This is important because Jesus does not say 

to hear the Spirits (plural) but THE SPIRIT (singular). The Bible is emphatic that, 

“…There is…one Spirit…” (Eph. 4:4), who is, “…The Spirit of the living God…the 

Lord is that Spirit…” (2 Cor. 3:3, 17). Yet, the Apostle John, under the 

inspiration of the Holy Ghost, wrote, “…Grace be unto you, and peace, from him 

which is, and which was, and is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are 

before his throne; and from Jesus Christ…” (Rev. 1:4, 5).  

Among Bible students, there is much debate as to whom or what are the 

“seven Spirits of God”. Some of the confusion is caused by attempts to 

understand Scripture through the doctrine of the Trinity, the theological 

perspective of many Christian commentaries. Other students of God’s Word 
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feel that the “seven Spirits of God” are identified in two different Bible texts 

which appear to support their respective opinions.  

The four main views about the seven Spirits of God are: 

1) They are attributes of the person known as the Holy Ghost. “The 

seven spirits probably refers to the Holy Spirit (cf. Isa. 11:2-3; Rev. 3:1; 4:5; 

5:6), though it is an unusual way to refer to the Third Person of the Trinity.”2  

2) They are angelic beings such as the seraphim, cherubim, or four 

beasts around the altar. “This fact that they are "before," or in the presence 

of, God's Throne, shows that they occupy the position of servants and of 

created beings. This one fact ought to have precluded the idea that these 

seven could be one, and that one Divine!”3  

3) The “seven spirits of God” are described in Revelation 5:12, 

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 

and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.” 

4) The “seven spirits of God” are described in Isaiah 11:2, “And the 

Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and 

the fear of the Lord.” 

Theory #1, based upon Trinitarian dogma, is the belief that the seven Spirits 

are representative of the Holy Ghost, who, they believe, is a person in spirit 

form and a third of the Trinity that equals one God. Now, if the Holy Ghost is a 

person but has seven Spirits, there is great theological confusion. Their answer 

is that the Godhead is a mystery; therefore perplexing questions such as these 

cannot be understood but must be accepted by faith in the doctrine of the 

Trinity.  
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The proponents of the second theory believe that the seven Spirits of God 

are seraphim or cherubim type angels and/or the beasts.4 There are then three 

difficulties in proving such:  

First, there are only four beasts. Using simple math concepts, even a child 

would realize that there must be three more beasts to complete the number 

seven. It’s possible, but unlikely, that there is a composite group of four beasts 

and three angels-but that is speculation. Second, the Greek words for the beast 

(zoon), angels (aggelos), and Spirits (pneuma) are never used interchangeably in 

the book of Revelation. This means that there are four different and distinct 

entities that are being addressed at the heavenly throne: “…In the midst of the 

throne…a Lamb…having…the seven Spirits of God…And I beheld, and I heard 

the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the 

elders…” (Rev. 5:6, 11). Third, the description of the seven Spirits of God does 

not fit any class of angel or beast. Consider that they are before God’s throne 

(Rev. 1:4) and, in Christ’s hand along with the seven stars (Rev. 1:20 and Rev. 

3:1). Furthermore, they are called lamps of fire (Rev. 4:5), eyes, and horns (Rev. 

5:6). Of course, there is no record of God ever sending a lamp, an eye, or a horn 

to accomplish an act of service to humanity on His command. 

The third view is that the seven Spirits of God are described and identified 

in Revelation 5:12, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and 

riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.” The 

problem with this theory is in the phrase, “…to receive…” The seven Spirits of 

God were already in His possession (at the throne and in His hand) not waiting 

to be given. It seems clear that the context of the passage shows that the elders, 

beasts, angels, and indeed, all creation are speaking words of praise and 

worship to the Lamb. These terms do not describe the seven Spirits of God.  
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The remainder of this study is intended to broaden the fourth viewpoint 

using the One God (monotheistic) Apostolic Pentecostal understanding of both 

Testaments. The Old Testament records three verses5 which identify the seven 

Spirits or attributes of God: 

1. The Spirit of judgment 

2. The Spirit of burning 

3. The Spirit of the Lord 

4. The Spirit of wisdom and understanding 

5. The Spirit of counsel and might 

6. The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD 

7. The Spirit of grace and prayer 

Many that write about the seven Spirits of God use Isaiah 11:2 as the sole 

verse to identify the seven Spirits of God. They do this by separating The Spirit 

of wisdom and understanding, et al. so that it reads, ‘The Spirit of wisdom AND 

the Spirit of understanding’ et al.  

However, the King James text does not support the division of the terms 

nor does any other major translation. Therefore, wisdom includes 

understanding, counsel includes strength, and knowledge includes the fear of 

the Lord and those, together, with the spirits of judgment, burning, grace and 

prayer, represent a greater understanding of the Spirit of the Lord.6  
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It is not a coincidence that all three Old Testament passages point to the 

coming of Jesus Christ as the Savior and/or His return as the King of Kings. In 

fact, the New Testament also records7 the seven Spirits as they help the church 

and continue to move throughout the world in preparation for the Lord Jesus 

Christ’s imminent return, judgment, and reign.  

1. Spirit of Truth 

2. Spirit of Holiness 

3. Spirit of Life 

4. Spirit of wisdom and revelation 

5. Spirit of Grace 

6. Spirit of God 

7. Spirit of Prophecy 

Don’t let the differences in the names confuse you: The Lord moved upon 

the writers of both Testaments to describe the seven Spirits (attributes) in those 

ways. The same seven Spirits that are in the possession of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, are before the throne of the Lamb and are also described as eyes, lamps 

of fire, and horns. As the apostle, John stated, “Then I saw a Lamb that looked 

as if it had been slaughtered, but it was now standing between the throne and 

the four living beings and among the twenty-four elders. He had seven horns and 

seven eyes, which represent the sevenfold Spirit of God that is sent out into every 

part of the earth” [Rev. 5:6, NLT]. 
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The Seven Spirits Comparison Chart 

 

Notice how they interrelate: The Spirit of judgment cannot be separated 

from the Spirit of truth.8 The Spirit of Burning/Spirit of Holiness9 purifies after 

the Judgment/Truth has been determined. The Spirit of Wisdom10 comes as 

God’s Word and Truth is revealed to an individual. The Spirit of Counsel11 is The 

Spirit of Prophecy12 that produces spiritual dominion/might. The Spirit of 

Grace13 comes by humble (obedient) and hopeful prayer14 which produces the 

fruit and gifts of the Spirit. The Spirit of knowledge15 is founded upon the fear 

of the Lord16 which is the Spirit of Life.17  
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 He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all His ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just 

and right is he [Deut. 32:4] 
9
 For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness [1 Thess. 4:7] 

10
 And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is 

understanding [Job 28:28] 
11

 …The Mighty God…Great in counsel, and mighty in work… [Jer. 32:18,19]  
12

 We also have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto light 
that shines in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in our hearts [2 Pet. 1:19] 
13

 …Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ [Jn. 1:17] 
14

 …The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much [James 5:16] 
15

 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge [Col. 2:3] 
16

 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord, and depart from evil [Prov.3:7] 

Spirit of Judgment Spirit of Truth 

Spirit of Burning Spirit of Holiness 

Spirit of the Lord Spirit of God  

Spirit of Wisdom and understanding Spirit of Wisdom and revelation 

Spirit of Counsel and might Spirit of Prophecy 

Spirit of Grace and prayer Spirit of Grace 

Spirit of Knowledge and Fear of the 

Lord 

Spirit of Life 



Spirits are ethereal meaning, that they can be felt but not seen. They are 

otherworldly, somewhat spooky, and signify a transition into eternity. That’s 

why the seven Spirits of God are called Spirits – to discuss spirits is to 

acknowledge eternity and a realm beyond what we know as life. 

 It is important to always remember that God is a Spirit [Gen. 1:2; Jn. 4:24] 

and according to Romans 1:8, “…Ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be 

that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 

he is none of his.” Note the various descriptions used: The Spirit, the Spirit of 

God, and the Spirit of Christ. It would appear that there are three different 

Spirits but these are actually depictions of how the ONE Spirit reveals Himself. 

Therefore, to truly serve God, all seven Spirits or attributes of the Lord Jesus 

Christ must be embraced within the life of the believer.   

It is evident that the seven Spirits are in the possession of Jesus Christ, 

stand before the throne, and are sent out into the world. Their influence can be 

observed throughout the Bible and in the lives of individuals today. They do not 

force themselves upon humanity and are usually rejected; and those that 

choose to reject any one of the seven Spirits (or attributes) are rejecting their 

owner, Jesus Christ, the Almighty God.   
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 …Being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them… [Eph. 4:18] 



The Number Seven 

The number seven is found frequently throughout the Scriptures and is 

generally thought to be symbolic of divine completion, perfection, rest, and/or 

God’s intervention within human affairs.   

Seven days complete a week and, on the 7th day of the week, the Sabbath, 

God rested and declared the day to be holy or sanctified [Gen. 2:2, 3]. There 

were seven days of rain upon all the earth revealing God’s perfect judgment 

[Gen. 7:4]. Pharaoh’s dreams of seven lean cows, fat cows, thin ears, and full 

ears of corn meant that seven years of plenty and seven years of drought were 

to come, and they revealed God’s warning [Gen. 41:2-7]. There were the seven 

days of unleavened bread commanded by God as a divine purging before 

Israel’s deliverance from Egypt [Ex. 12:15, 19]. The Tabernacle in the Wilderness 

had one lamp with seven branches that represented the wholeness of God’s 

light [Ex.37]. There are seven pillars of Wisdom [Prov.9:1]; and, the Passover 

feast, the Feast of Weeks, and the feast of Tabernacles were structured on seven 

day periods [Deut. 16].  

In the Scriptures, the number seven also refers to forgiveness [Lk. 17:4]; 

restoration [Prov. 24:16]; perfect duration of praise [Ps. 119:164]; abominations 

to God [Prov. 6:16]; purification of the altar [Ez.43:26]; seven eyes of God [Zech. 

3:9]; seven lamps [Zech. 4:2]; demonic domination [Mt. 12:45]; seven loaves and 

baskets and God’s perfect provision [Mt. 15:36, 37]; as well as many other 

occurrences of the number seven and its meanings, for example: In the Book of 

Revelation, the number seven is prominent. There are the seven golden 

candlesticks, seven churches, seven Spirits, seven stars, seven eyes, seven 

horns, seven seals, seven angels, seven thunders, seven heads, seven crowns, 

seven mountains, seven kings, seven vials, and seven plagues.  

We believe that, in relation to this study, the number seven typifies the 

completeness of the Spirit as He operates throughout the earth by the seven 

Spirits: Truth, Holiness, Wisdom and revelation, Prophecy, Grace, Life, and God. 



Eyes 

“…He had seven horns and seven eyes, which represent the sevenfold Spirit 

of God that is sent out into every part of the earth” Revelation 5:6 (NLT).”  

The seven eyes of the Lord represent perfect understanding and knowledge. 

The eyes of the Lord are passive meaning that no one has ever been attacked by 

the eyes of God. However, God’s eyes have the unique ability to, 

“…run…throughout the whole earth…” [2 Chron. 16:9]. The wise man Solomon 

wrote, “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the 

good” [Prov. 15:3].  Unlike humanity, God’s eyes are not limited in number or to 

a specific location, and His Spirit searches everywhere and at all times, “Nothing 

in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his 

eyes…” [Heb.4:13]. These seven eyes/Spirits; Truth, Holiness, Wisdom and 

revelation, Prophecy, Grace, Life, and God; interact with humanity, but do not 

violate the human will by force in reference to salvation!  

The prophet, Zechariah, also wrote about the eyes of the Lord: “…Upon one 

stone shall be seven eyes…they are the eyes of the Lord” [Zech. 3:9; 4:10], 

“…Those seven; they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro through the 

whole earth” [Zech. 4:10]. He was encouraging those that were rebuilding the 

Second Temple, while prophesying of the spiritual foundation and Temple to 

come. The prophet Isaiah had also written about the spiritual temple’s 

foundation, “…I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious 

cornerstone, a sure foundation…” [Is. 28:16]. It is from these verses that the 

Apostle Paul declares that the New Testament church is, “…Built upon the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 

cornerstone” [Eph. 2:20]. Only the Lord Jesus Christ, slaughtered but standing 

tall, can have His eyes in the foundation, and yet be able to see and understand 

all the actions of humanity because they represent one Spirit of The Lamb, 

Jesus Christ, who is, the Almighty God!  



Horns 

“…He had seven horns and seven eyes, which represent the sevenfold Spirit 

of God that is sent out into every part of the earth” Revelation 5:6 (NLT).”  

The seven horns symbolize the divine completion of all government and 

power given to the Lord Jesus Christ to judge the earth with righteous wrath.18  

The scene in Revelation depicts the Lamb that was slain, raised in victory, 

seated in glory and now beheld as the Lion of the tribe of Judah. Only He, who 

has the seven horns of perfect authority and power, has legal right to open the 

seven seals of judgment upon the earth [Rev. 19:11-16] and to create a new 

heaven and a new earth [Rev. 21:1-8].   

The prophet Isaiah wrote of Jesus, “…A child is born…a son is given: and the 

government shall be upon his shoulder” [Is.9:6]. After His resurrection, Jesus 

said, “…All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth” [Mt. 28:18]. The 

government of the kingdom and its power is evident in the church today 

through the power of the gospel message19 and the signs that follow the 

believers.20 However, the time is coming when the Lord Jesus will establish His 

universal kingdom and all creation will acknowledge Him, “…At the name of 

Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 

under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord…” [Phil. 2:10, 11].  

It is through the seven horns that we see the Lord’s force of will, power, and 

righteous indignation displayed throughout the book of Revelation.  
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“…When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall 
be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power” 
[1 Thess. 1:7-9] 
19

 “…The gospel of Christ…is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believes…” [Rom. 1:16] 
20

 “And these signs shall follow them that believe; in my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak 
with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; 
they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover” [Mark 16:17, 18] 



Lamps of Fire 

 “And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: 

and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the 

seven Spirits of God” Revelation 4:5 

The seven lamps of fire burning before the throne of the Lamb are the 

seven Spirits of God. The fire is a type of the Holy Ghost that was poured upon 

the New Testament church: “…He [Jesus] shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost 

and with fire” [Mt.3:11]. The lamps of fire provide direction to God’s throne and 

protect it from unholy intrusion. They give perfect illumination, comfort, 

spiritual renewal, and continual sanctification. The flames are able to consume 

the evil found in the hearts and actions of every man and the world, “For our 

God is a consuming fire” [Heb.12:29]. They serve to reveal that, whether found 

in the grandeur of heaven's awesome power or among the chaos of earthly 

temptations, persecutions, and political upheavals – God’s spiritual light 

consistently provides, “…righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” 

[Romans 14:17].   

The candlestick in the Tabernacle which was a type of the seven lamps of 

fire was described as having, “...six branches going out from the center stem, 

three on each side…The almond buds and branches must all be of one piece with 

the center stem…” [Ex.25:32, 36 NLT]. The prophet Zechariah also wrote of the 

lamp: “…Behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his 

seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top 

thereof” [Zech. 4:2]. The candlestick was made of ONE piece, “…God was 

manifest in flesh…” [1 Tim. 3:16]. It was filled with oil which fueled the flame, 

“…The Word was made flesh…full of grace and truth” [Jn. 1:14]. It gave light to 

the room and illumination to all that entered, “…The true Light which lighteth 

every man that cometh into the world” [Jn.1:9]. The Revelation of Jesus Christ is 

plainly revealed in the lamps of fire, for HE is truth, holiness, wisdom and 

revelation, prophecy, grace, life, and the very presence of God Himself.  



Summary 

As Spirits they go everywhere: “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation 

hath appeared to all men” [Titus 2:11]. As eyes, they see and understand every 

motive and action: “For the word of God is alive…a discerner of the thoughts 

and intents of the heart” [Heb. 4:12]. As lamps of fire, they reveal hidden sins 

to purge and hidden spiritual treasures to enrich: “…We have received…the 

spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us 

of God” [1 Cor. 2:12]. As horns, they bring spiritual victory in the present: 

“…Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” [2 Cor.3:17], and they bring 

physical dominion in the future: “And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha 

and Omega the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the 

fountain of the water of life freely. He that overcomes shall inherit all things; and 

I will be his God, and he shall be my son” [Rev. 21:6, 7].  

    The seven Spirits, eyes, lamps of fire, and horns of God are revealed in 

scripture as the Spirits of truth, holiness, wisdom and revelation, prophecy, 

grace, life, and the presence of God which are all contained in the Revelation of 

Jesus Christ, “…The only wise God our Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion 

and power, both now and forever. Amen” [Jude 1:25]. 

 

It is my sincerest prayer that this little study may be of benefit and blessing 

to all that read it and that the Name of the Lord Jesus may be magnified.  
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