Financials from 9-20-15
Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

95
147

Ushers: Michael Major, Randy Pyne, Steve Moore,
Maynard Nordmoe
Offertory Prayer: Randy Pyne

$5,429.96
$10,029.24

KidsOwn: (through 1st grade)
Anthony and Betty Collins

Designated Offering Total
Fountain City Ministry
Capital Improvement
Club 180/KY
Operation Christmas Child
Other
Golden Offering

$2,172.00
$100.00
$45.00
$10.00
$700.00
$7.00
$1,310.00

Nursery:

Overall Total for the Week

$7,601.96

Budget Received
[Budget Requirement for the Week]

Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 38)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Lori Major, Brenda Adams
Loretta Miller

2-4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Cooper and Zoe Myers Birthday Celebration
No Evening Worship

Monday, September 28, 2015
7:00 p.m.
Deacons Meeting

Many thanks for the beautiful Smithwood
Church anniversary celebration in August.
It is so gratifying to see the legacy of my Smith
ancestors alive today.
God Bless,
Kit Kavanagh,
Richmond, Virginia
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Dear Friends in Christ,

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

Wednesday, September 30, 2015
6:00 p.m.
Bible Study/Children’s Activities
6;30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study
7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

September 25 — Larry Cregger
September 26 — Vanita Holt, Judith Kelley,
Ann Perrin
September 28 — Cooper Watson
October 1 — Glenda Brandon
October 2 — June Hammer
October 3 — Evelyn Needham

Michael Major
Lori Major

Sunday, September 27, 2015
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service

$2,150.00
$0.00

Sunday AM, September 27 — James 5:13-20
“The Power of Prayer”
Sunday PM — Ruth
“A Tale of Two Widows”
Wednesday PM, September 30 — 1 Corinthians 2:6-4:21

Readers

This Week at Smithwood:

$323,499.36
$381,111.04
<$57,611.68>

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
“Down Payment on the Future” project (year to date giving)

Van Driver:
Hollis Loveday

4914 Jacksboro Pike
Contact us at smithwood@smithwood.org
Knoxville, TN 37918
Check out our website
(865) 689-5448 Phone
www.smithwood.org
(865) 689-0448 Fax
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love god•love people•make disciples

Fountain City Ministry Center Pecan Fundraiser

From the Pastor’s Perspective . . .
In a recent article for Christianity Today, Karl Vaters discusses two lists: one
of ingredients for a healthy church and another of ingredients for a big church.
He makes the case that the healthy church list is short and simple while the big
church list is large and complex, and that we need to know the difference between the two. He writes:
Do all healthy things grow? Yes.
Do all healthy churches become big churches? No.
But many of us have been ministering under that false assumption. We've
been told there’s one set of ingredients. Use them to become a healthy church
and it will inevitably become a big church.
The truth is, there’s not just one list of ingredients.
There are two lists.
One for a healthy church, one for a big church.
And the lists don’t overlap.
Thankfully, they're not mutually exclusive, either. A church can be both
big and healthy – or small and healthy.
I think he is absolutely right! For far too long, we have been taught to equate
larger numbers with greater health. But the two don’t always go together. As Vaters says, “A church can be both big and healthy—or small and healthy.” I would
add that it can be somewhere in between small and big and be healthy. And of
course, the reverse is true—any size church can be unhealthy.
Vaters argues that the list for a healthy church has just two ingredients:

OUR CHURCH GOAL: $3,600
Total to date: $1,710.00
Scripture: “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Matthew 20:28 NLT

Tuesday, October 6th
10:30 a.m.

It is time for the FCMC Pecan Fundraiser! Monies raised will go toward
the purchase of diapers for the center. Last year the center gave out 6000
diapers to families in need! Please help with this need and enjoy some
pecans for Christmas. Below is what is being offered. If you are interested in purchasing, please contact Lori Major at 705-5153 or 687-5153.
Orders can be placed through September 30th. Delivery will be in early
November and money will be collected when pecans are delivered to
you. Checks are to be made out to FCMC with a note that it is for the pecan fundraiser. The pecans are from this years’ crop.
16 oz pecan halves ($10)
16 oz. pecan pieces ($10)
12 oz. chocolate covered pecans gift bag ($8)
10 oz. cinnamon glazed pecans gift bag ($8)

The Keenagers are going to Carvers
Orchard and Apple House Restaurant
in Cosby. We will leave the church
at 10:30 a.m. Seniors, come join us!

 Love and worship Jesus, and
 Love, serve and make disciples of others.
That sound a lot like our vision statement, doesn’t it? Love God. Love People.
Make Disciples.
Things are much different now than in the glory days of the 1950s and 1960s
when many churches (including Smithwood) were much larger. And it would
indeed be wonderful if Smithwood eventually reached the levels of attendance
she once knew.
But I have to ask—should we be more concerned with being big or with being healthy? Often spiritual growth leads to numerical growth, but not always. As
a pastor, I want to see people come to Christ, but I also want to see the church
grow in its spiritual health to become all that God intends her to be and to do all
he calls her to do.
The truth is that our church has been through some very difficult challenges
over the past several years that have taken their toll. But I continue to believe that
God has plans for Smithwood. I believe that we have begun to recover, and that
as we focus on loving God, loving people, and making disciples, we will become
healthy again.
Our JustLead ministry will be an important part of this focus. Most of our
Leadership Team and a number of our volunteers have been trained. Our plan is
to launch JustLead on Wednesday evening, October 7 at 5:30. Please be in prayer
as we strive to reach out to the children of our surrounding communities and their
families as we love God, love people, and make disciples!
Grace and peace,

Nov. 14th…..Watch upcoming newsletters for more information!!

Sunday, October 4th
Come support the Fountain City Ministry Center and help raise
awareness of hunger in Knoxville. The youth will be participating
in a hunger hike on Sunday, October 4th. A light lunch for those
hiking will be served in the fellowship hall immediately following
morning worship that Sunday. If you wish to participate in the hike
but have other arrangements for lunch, meet at the church
at 2:00 p.m. A $15 donation will secure a hunger hike tee-shirt.
(Please note there are a limited number of tee-shirts; they will be
given to $15 donors on a first come, first serve basis.) Contact the
church office or Jimbo Watson if you would like to register for the
hike. The deadline to register is October 1st. Donations accepted
any time. This event is open to all ages.

Copies of the historical photo of our 170th anniversary are in! 8 x
10 color photos are now available for a $7.00 donation. Quantities are limited. Contact the church office for details on how to
receive a copy.
Prayer Concerns:

Prayer Line— Call Lynn at 661-5726

Bobbie Mason, Allen and Starr Hutchison, Louise Brogan, Terry Lynn, Donald
Raby, Sharon Phillips, Missy Lantz, Mildred Burchfield, Jim Coram, Liz Roberts, Hadley Opal Lewis, Debbie Villarreal, Polly Blizzard, Steffan Dunbar, Earl
Hudson, Bradley Parker, Hubert Bundon, Nancy Anfinson, Cayce Guy, family
of Imojean Turner, Margo Campbell, David Fleming, Sue Beam.
Names will remain on the list for 3 weeks unless otherwise notified that the name
should remain on the list for a longer period of time.

