Financials from 5-6-18
Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

Schedule for Sunday, May 13, 2018
99
145

Budget Received (includes $800 IMO John Cooper)
Budget Requirement for week
Designated Offering Total
Capital Improvement
Operation Christmas Child Postage (IMO John Cooper)
Operation Christmas Child ($100 IMO John Cooper)
Fountain City Ministries
Ark Encounter Trip
Church Van
CEEC Choir & Homeschool Showcase ($100 each)
Overall Total for Week

$11,615.55
$8,327.50

Ushers: Ray Everett, Mike O’Neil, Don Jett, Jack
Holt

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
Church Van (year to date)
Annie Armstrong (to date)

Jack Holt

Offertory Prayer: Don Jett
Children’s Church: (through 5th grade)
Lori Major

$2,183.00
$100.00
$122.00
$1,100.00
$50.00
$86.00
$525.00
$200.00

Reader:
Nursery:

Judith Kelley

Brandon and Susan McWhirter

This Week at Smithwood:
Sunday, May 13, 2018
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service

$13,798.55

Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (week 18)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Van Driver:

$152,830.41
$149,895.00
$2,935.41

Tuesday, May 15, 2018
10:00 a.m.
Keenager Lunch on McCloud Mountain

$750.00
$16,360.00
$5,208.00

Wednesday, May 16, 2018
5:30-7:00 p.m. Children’s JustLead Activities
6:00 p.m.
Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Assembly (Youth Bible Study)
7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal
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Ladies of all ages, be sure to attend our tea this
Saturday at 10:00 a.m. There will be refreshments, an inspiring speaker, crafts for the children, and hats to try on and model. A great
time is sure to be had by all!!

No Smithwood birthdays this week!
Prayer Concerns:
Prayer Line— Call Bob Lay at 938-9466
Terry Lynn, Etta Sands, Rhonda Cecchin, Allen Hutchison, Nancy Matlock,
Catherine Smalls, Bonnie Reeser, Jim and Lula Martin, Darryl Nicely, Barbara
Davis, Jenny Griffin, Barbara Blevins, Ray Miracle, Lynn Rucker, H.A. and
Carla Larue, family of Ethel Julian, Holly Henderson, Denise Fair, family of
John Cooper, family of Ruby Corum, family of Barbara Tabler, Bob Lay, Gary
and Bobbi Hammer, Lynn Corum, Nell Alfaro.
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Wednesday PM, May 16 —
How to Study the Bible: Using Resources

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

Sunday AM, May 13 — 1 John 5:1-5
That You May Know: “A New People”

MAY

love god•love people•make disciples

FROM YOUR PASTOR…..
Have you ever met someone who rarely attends church and lives a
worldly lifestyle, but claims to have trusted in Christ as their savior? I am
afraid that our community is full of people who have “walked an aisle” and
“prayed a prayer” but have no real commitment to Christ. Unfortunately,
many people have a misunderstanding about what it means to be a born
again follower of Jesus Christ. Last Sunday, the church council had a discussion about conversion, and to be a healthy church we must understand
this important concept. According to Mark Dever, “In the simplest terms,
conversion equals repentance and faith…we ‘turn’ to God from our sin, we
‘receive’ Christ, and we ‘rely’ on him alone as the all sufficient Savior” (What Is a Healthy Church, 86).
In the Gospel of Mark as Jesus began his ministry he announced, “The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe the
gospel” (Mark 1:15). To repent is to turn from sin and to God. To believe
is to trust in Jesus as one’s only savior. Converted people have turned from
their sin and turned to Christ as their only savior. This transition is ultimately the work of God. Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For by grace you have
been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God, not the result of works, so that no one may boast.”
We have seen in 1 John on Sunday mornings that a change will take
place in the life of a true believer. This change comes through the work of
the Holy Spirit. John writes, “By this we may know that we are in him:
whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he
walked” (1 John 1:5-6). Authentic Christians will gradually start to look
more and more like Jesus. However, if someone has a complete disregard
for God’s commands and a lack of love for others it is a sign that they have
not been converted. John continues, “…whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother” (1
John 3:10). Born again Christians will struggle with sin but over time they
will start to look more and more like Christ as they grow spiritually.
As a church, we must take conversion seriously. We need to be sure
that those who we share the gospel with understand that they are called to
respond in repentance and faith. And we need to be sure that we have responded to the gospel as well! Dever writes of conversion, “It’s not reciting a creed. It’s not saying a prayer. It’s not a conversation. It’s not becoming a Westerner. It’s not reaching a certain age, attending a class, or
passing through some other rite of adulthood. It’s not a journey, everyone
strewn along the path at different points. Rather, conversion is turning with
our whole lives from self-justification to Christ’s justification, from self
rule to God’s rule, from idol worship to God worship” (86). If we take conversion seriously, we will seek to be sure that we have been converted and
that those we share Christ with understand the proper response to the gospel. We do not simply want people to “walk an aisle” and “pray a prayer.”
We want people to really know Christ. We want to see people’s lives transformed by the gospel.
Grace and Peace,
Jeff

Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes
Our mission is to minister the love of Christ to children and families in
crisis that leads them to become whole persons in Christ through faith,
hope and love. We provide residential care across five locations, and
foster care services through our Caring Community Ministries. Because
we teach Christian values throughout our organization, we do not accept government funding and instead rely on gifts from individuals and
churches, as well as estate bequests, trust funds, investments and endowments. This Mother’s Day, please remember these children in crisis.
Offering envelopes located at the Welcome Center.

Sunday, May 20th
The youth will be hosting a fund raiser on Sunday, May 20th, following the business meeting at 6:00 p.m. Join us in the fellowship hall for
a Sweet Tooth Auction. This will be a silent auction. We are requesting folks to donate their favorite cake, cookies, pies, etc. You do
not need to sign up in advance to bring something, just drop it off in
the fellowship hall before 5:45 p.m. so that we can get everything setup and auction sheets available for bidding.

Our Children’s Choir will be
singing this Sunday. We hope
you will be blessed and encouraged by their hard work.

Please plan to stop by and support our youth!

Dear Smithwood Friends,

To Our Friends at Smithwood,
Thank you so much for allowing us to use your beautiful sanctuary for our
homeschool choir showcase. The parents of our students were so complimentary of our beautiful surroundings. I look forward to working with
you again.
In Christ’s Love,
Elizabeth Eakers

Thank you so very much for
the good food you brought
when Mother passed away.
She loved Smithwood and
was faithful when she was
able. She was one in a million.
The Family of Ethel Julian
Harold and Ada Julian

