Financials from 4-15-18

Schedule for Sunday, April 22, 2018

Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

105
140

Budget Received
Budget Requirement for week

$10,309.00
$8,327.50

Designated Offering Total
Capital Improvement
Cooperative Program
Annie Armstrong (includes $30 IMO Gail Brooks)
Overall Total for Week

Ushers: Donny Black, Elmer Sharp, Tom Wylie,
Doug Arnold

Children’s Church: (through 5th grade)
Susan McWhirter

$361.00
$50.00
$31.00
$280.00

Reader:
Nursery:

Michael Major

Don and Donna Jett

$129,559.43
$124,912.50
$4,646.93

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
Church Van (year to date)
Annie Armstrong (to date)

Jack Holt

Offertory Prayer: Tom Wylie

$10,670.00

Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (week 15)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Van Driver:

This Week at Smithwood:
Sunday, April 22, 2018
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service

$600.00
$15,435.00
$4,903.00

Monday, April 23, 2018
7:00 p.m.
Deacons Meeting

Wednesday PM, April 25 —
How to Study the Bible: Structure and Parallelism
A pair of reading glasses and a pair of sunglasses have been turned in to the office. If you are
missing a pair and think either of these could
be yours, call the office to claim.

April 23 — Judy Zachary
April 24—Mildred Burchfield
April 25—Tom Wylie
April 26—Sheree Beeler
Prayer Concerns:
Prayer Line— Call Bob Lay at 938-9466
Terry Lynn, Etta Sands, Rhonda Cecchin, Allen Hutchison, Nancy Matlock,
Catherine Smalls, Bonnie Reeser, Jim and Lula Martin, Darryl Nicely, Barbara
Davis, Jenny Griffin, Joy Bundon, Barbara Blevins, family of Jimmie Miller,
family of Chris Grissom, John Lay, Phoebe Sutton, Ray Miracle, Lynn Rucker,
Barry Arden, family of Jim Kerns, family of Gail Brooks, Bob Jordan, H.A. and
Carla Larue, family of Ethel Julian, Holly Henderson, Ken Adams.

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

Sunday AM, April 22 — 1 John 4:1-6
That You May Know: “Testing the Spirits”
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Church, 4914 Jacksboro Pike, Knoxville, TN 37918; (865) 689-5448; www.Smithwood.org. Periodical
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Wednesday, April 25, 2018
5:30-7:00 p.m. Children’s JustLead Activities
6:00 p.m.
Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Assembly (Youth Bible Study)
7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal
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love god•love people•make disciples

FROM YOUR PASTOR…..
A healthy church speaks clearly about the gospel of Jesus Christ. According to Mark Dever, “A healthy church is a church in which every
member, young and old, mature and immature, unites around the wonderful good news of salvation through Jesus Christ” (What Is a Healthy
Church, 75). The gospel must always be clear lest we deceive people (or
ourselves!) into thinking that they are saved when they really are not. A
lack of gospel clarity can also deceive people into thinking that good
works are what get people into heaven. They can look at our Church and
say, “Look at them. Look at how holy they are. I could never be like
that. I guess there is no hope for me.” In reality, however, salvation
comes through faith in Christ alone. A clear understanding of the gospel
will also give us a clear understanding of our identity as God’s people.
We are a group of redeemed sinners, therefore we live out this identity.
For example, there is no place for class distinctions in the church. All
redeemed sinners are equal at the foot of the cross. I have heard it said,
“When one generation assumes the gospel, the next generation loses the
gospel.” Unfortunately, looking back through church history, this has
often been the case. We must be sure that our congregation has a clear
understanding of the gospel.
The gospel has four main points that we ought to keep in mind: God,
man, Christ, response. First, God is Holy (Isaiah 6:3). He is distinct
from all of His creation. He is completely good and loving yet completely just (Exodus 34:6-7). Therefore, sin cannot dwell in his presence
(Romans 1:18). Second, man is a strange mixture of beautiful creation
and sinful rebel. He was created in God’s image (Genesis 1:26-27), yet
has rebelled against his loving creator (Genesis 3). Because of his rebellion, he deserves God’s judgment and wrath (Romans 1:18-32). The biggest problem people have is not that they need more self-esteem, more
happiness, or more money. Our problem is that we deserve the judgment
of a holy God because of our sin.
Third, Christ came to redeem mankind. God the Father sent His only
Son, Jesus Christ, to die for sinners and be raised from the dead (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). In Christ, the savior has come. His work was the ultimate
expression of God’s love. Though people are sinners deserving God’s
wrath, Christ has come to rescue those same sinners (Romans 5:8).
Fourth, people must respond to this good news. Salvation comes to
those who respond to Christ in repentance and faith (Luke 13:5, Romans
10:9-10). Repentance is turning from sin and toward God. Faith is trusting Jesus as one’s only savior.
The gospel must be central to all that we do as a church. We must
treasure this glorious good news and seek to share it with others. George
W. Truett said, “The supreme indictment that you can bring against a
church…is that such a church lacks in passion and compassion for human
souls. A church is nothing better than an ethical club if its sympathies for
lost souls do not overflow, and if it does not go out to seek to point lost
souls to the knowledge of Jesus Christ” (Quoted in Dever, 77). Amen!
May such an indictment never be brought against us.
Grace and Peace,
Jeff

We would like to thank everyone
who was involved in the creation,
construction and financing of our
new sound booth. There are many
people who work behind the scenes
using their treasure and their talents, who do not wish to be singled
out for thanks. We appreciate all
the time and hard work involved.

Our deepest sympathy to the family of Ethel Julian,
who passed away on April 13th. Ethel was a faithful
member of Smithwood for many years and the oldest
living citizen of Knoxville at the time of her death.

Our Goal: $5,000
Collected to Date: $4,903
Almost there….thank you, Smithwood!

Radio station Joy 620 WRJZ will be visiting
Smithwood this coming Sunday, April 22nd. The
service will be taped and broadcast on the radio
station next Sunday, April 29th, from 3-4:00 p.m.
Pastor Jeff will be a guest on the Bob Bell show
on Wednesday, April 25th, from 7-8:00 a.m.

If you are a member of Smithwood and plan to attend Carson Newman University as a
full time undergraduate student for the 2018 fall semester, you may qualify for a
scholarship. The deadline to
apply is May 1st. Contact the
office for more information.

This message came across our SBC Facebook page and was translated
exactly as you see below. This gentleman has been following our
church website on Facebook weekly since his son received his shoebox
from Smithwood. God is working in miraculous ways even in areas
which were undisclosed, clear around the world. We know others are
receiving our boxes; they are gospel opportunities to entire families.
We are so thankful to Smithwood for each item brought and each shoebox packed in the name of Jesus.
Thank you,
Teresa Cooper

