Financials from 4-8-18

Schedule for Sunday, April 15, 2018
91
132

Budget Received ($200 IMO Wilma Berggren and $25 Wayne
Dunaway)
Budget Requirement for week

$8,858.55

Designated Offering Total
Ark Encounter
Capital Improvement
Cooperative Program
Fountain City Ministry
Club 180
Annie Armstrong ($50 IMO Michelle Henry and
$50 IMO Evan Henry))

$2,036.00
$160.00
$100.00
$31.00
$50.00
$15.00
$1,498.00

Overall Total for Week

Ushers: Michael Major, Randy Pyne, Steve Moore,
Shane Bennett
Offertory Prayer: Randy Pyne

$8,327.50

This Week at Smithwood:
Sunday, April 15, 2018
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service
12:15 p.m.

A pair of reading glasses and a pair of sunglasses have been turned in to the office. If you are
missing a pair and think either of these could
be yours, call the office to claim.

April 19 — Vickie DeVault

Prayer Concerns:
Prayer Line— Call Bob Lay at 938-9466
Terry Lynn, Etta Sands, Rhonda Cecchin, Allen Hutchison, Nancy Matlock,
Catherine Smalls, Bonnie Reeser, Jim and Lula Martin, Darryl Nicely, Barbara
Davis, Jenny Griffin, Joy Bundon, Barbara Blevins, family of Jimmie Miller,
family of Chris Grissom, John Lay, Phoebe Sutton, Ray Miracle, Lynn Rucker,
Barry Arden, family of Jim Kerns, family of Gail Brooks, Bob Jordan, H.A.
LaRue.

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

Wednesday PM, April 18 —
How to Study the Bible: Purpose and Context

Club 180 Mission Trip Interest Meeting

Wednesday, April 18, 2018
5:30-7:00 p.m. Children’s JustLead Activities
6:00 p.m.
Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Assembly (Youth Bible Study)
7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

$550.00
$15,435.00
$4,623.00

Sunday AM, April 15 — 1 John 3:19-24
“A Tale of Two Hearts”

Lib Lynch

Brandon and Susan McWhirter

$119,250.43
$116,585.00
$2,665.43

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
Church Van (year to date)
Annie Armstrong (to date)

Terry Bennett

Reader:
Nursery:

$10,894.55

Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (week 14)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Van Driver:

Children’s Church: (through 5th grade)
Betsy Loveday
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love god•love people•make disciples

FROM YOUR PASTOR…..
As many of you know, the church council is reading through a
book called What Is a Healthy Church? by Mark Dever. Last Sunday we
had a discussion about biblical theology. The term “biblical theology”
can be defined in several ways. In this case, it means theology that is
biblical. In other words, a healthy church believes what the whole Bible
teaches. If we do not believe the right things about God, the Scriptures,
Salvation, etc. we could not possibly be a healthy church. According to
Dever, “Our churches should not only be concerned with how we are
taught, but also with what we are taught. That’s why a second essential
mark of a healthy church is sound biblical theology, or theology that’s
biblical. Otherwise we will interpret individual verses to mean whatever
we want them to mean (p.70).”
Biblical theology is not just for pastors. Jude writes to an entire
church, “…contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the
saints (Jude 3).” Not every church member needs to have a seminary degree, but we all must have an understanding of our core beliefs. Fortunately, our church has a document that outlines these beliefs called a
church confession. Smithwood Baptist Church holds to the 1963 Baptist
Faith and Message. This document, unlike the Scriptures, is not infallible, yet it helps us to articulate clearly what we believe.
In our discussion we saw three ways that a confession helps us to
be a healthy church. First, it provides clarity. If you want to know what
our church believes about the doctrine of the Trinity, you can look it up
in section two of our confession. Otherwise, without a confession, you
would have to sit down and read the whole Bible! Second, it protects us
from error. There are many groups that claim to believe the Bible but are
not interpreting it correctly. A confession helps us to quickly say, “no” to
such false teaching. Third, it allows us to be unified and diverse at the
same time. We are unified in our core beliefs, but we can disagree on
other less important things. For example, we all must believe that salvation comes by faith in Christ alone, but we can have different opinions on
how a family should educate their children.
A healthy church believes what the Bible teaches, and is crystal
clear about its core doctrines. Our congregation should never abandon
sound doctrine, nor should we simply leave our core beliefs in some back
room and allow them to collect dust. If we neglect biblical theology, the
health of our church will diminish drastically; in fact, we may cease to be
a church all together. We will also fail to accurately present the truth
claims of our faith to the watching world.
I encourage all of you to take some time and read through our
church confession. You can find it on the church website
(smithwood.org). Click on the about us tab and go to the page titled
what we believe. I can also get a paper copy for you if you would like
one.
Grace and Peace,
Jeff

Thursday, April 19th at 11:30 a.m.
Meet at Shoney’s on North Broadway at 11:30 a.m. Seniors 55 plus, join
us for food and fellowship on April 19th! Look for June Hammer!

If you are a member of Smithwood and plan to attend Carson Newman University as a full time undergraduate student for the 2018 fall semester, you
may qualify for a scholarship. The deadline to apply is May 1st. Contact the
office for more information.

Our Goal: $5,000
Collected to Date: $4,623
You may think enough churches exist in North America, especially if
you live in the South. Why do we need more churches?
On average in the United States and Canada, one Southern Baptist
church is available for every 6,828 people. New Southern Baptist
churches report four times higher numbers of baptisms than established churches. While baptisms don’t save people, they indicate active
life-change happening within a church. The gospel does not change,
but the people groups living within North American borders have varied cultures and needs. What a blessing it is for refugees, immigrants,
college students and others to have a pastor and congregation who
understand their hearts and lives.
One of the simplest ways to help reach 269 million people with the
gospel is by giving to Annie Armstrong Easter Offering® (AAEO). Every
penny of AAEO goes toward North American missions and church
planting.

Women on Mission

Smithwood Youth will be returning to Club 180 in Kentucky
May 24-27. There will be a
very brief interest meeting for
this mission trip immediately
following morning worship on
Sunday, April 15th.

Women on Mission members look over material
provided by guest speaker, Kelly Gregory, Director of the Fountain
City Ministry Center.
Kelly gave an update
on the hours and services provided to clients and shared ways
in which we can be involved. The next
meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 8th.
All ladies are invited to attend.

