Ushers: Ray Everett, Dennis Fair, Don Jett, Jack
Holt

Financials from 11-29-15
Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

94
138

Offertory Prayer: Jack Holt
KidsOwn: (through 1st grade)
Anthony and Betty Collins

$6,525.50
$10,029.24

Budget Received
[Budget Requirement for the Week]
Designated Offering Total
Capital Improvement
Children’s Department
Operation Christmas Child
Cooperative Program
Lottie Moon

$599.50
$45.00
$425.00
$50.00
$29.50
$50.00

Overall Total for the Week

Nursery:
Don and Donna Jett, Cheryl Rodgers

6:00 p.m.

$2,580.00
$0.00

Service of Christmas memories , carols and
the birth narratives

Wednesday, December 9, 2015
5:00 p.m.
JustLead Children’s Activities
6:00 p.m.
Adult Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study
7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

Sunday AM, December 6 — Luke 3:1-6
“Preparing the Way”
Sunday 6:00 PM — Service of Christmas Memories,
Favorite Carols, and the Birth Narratives
Wednesday PM, December 9 — 1 Corinthians 12:31-14:40
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In just a few short weeks, we will be entering a new year—2016! When
the new year begins, so do our new schedules. With this in mind, we
would like to recruit volunteers to serve in the following areas:
Readers: read scripture during morning worship.
Van Drivers: drive the church van to pick up our members who are unable to drive. Must have a clean driving record.
Nursery Workers: minister to our littlest ones during Sunday school
and morning worship. Must pass a background check.
Office Volunteers: answer phones and greet visitors when the secretary is out of the office due to illness or time off.

4914 Jacksboro Pike
Knoxville, TN 37918
(865) 689-5448 Phone
(865) 689-0448 Fax

Contact us at smithwood@smithwood.org
Check out our website
www.smithwood.org
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Saturday, December 12, 2015
9:00 a.m.
Choir Christmas Concert Rehearsal

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

December 4 — Barbara Davis
December 7 — Cheryl Rodgers,
Kara Loveday
December 9 — Mike Bundon

Michael Major
Lori Major

Sunday, December 6, 2015
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service
12:15 p.m.
Church Council immediately following morning worship

$405,082.38
$481,403.44
<$76,321.06>

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
“Down Payment on the Future” project (year to date giving)

Readers

This Week at Smithwood:

$7,125.00

Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 48)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Van Driver:
Hollis Loveday

DECEMBER

love god•love people•make disciples

From the Pastor’s Perspective . . .
Are you counting down the days to Christmas? In a sense, that’s what
Advent is about—not counting down to the gifts we’ll get, but to the celebration of God’s greatest gift, His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
During the season of Advent, we don’t simply celebrate Christmas early. Now I realize that a certain TV channel has been playing Christmas
movies since early November, and stores had up their Christmas displays
well before that!
But Advent is about waiting—remembering how God’s people waited
for hundreds of years for the coming of the Messiah, and how God’s people have been waiting for two thousand years now for His return in glory!
It’s a season of penitence and preparation, of anticipation and expectation,
as we prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ and we look
forward to His return.
Advent gets us ready for Christmas. In our worship during Advent,
we’re thinking together about the preparations God made and the promises
He gave of salvation and deliverance. We’re also looking ahead to the fulfillment of the promise that Christ will return in glory to judge the world,
to right all wrongs, and to create new heavens and a new earth, where
righteousness dwells. And as we look ahead, we prepare our hearts so
we’ll be ready when He comes.
We often complain about the commercialization of Christmas that
makes it so easy to lose sight of what it’s really all about. With all that our
culture bombards us with in its secular celebration of the “holidays,” it’s
easy to lose sight of what Christmas is really all about. Advent is the antidote to all that. It reminds us that these are holy days. It helps us focus and
stay focused. It puts Bethlehem in the context of God’s great eternal purpose of redemption, reminding us that the baby in the manger was God the
Son in the flesh who came to die on the cross and rise from the dead to
save us, the King of kings and Lord of lords who will come again to bring
His kingdom in its fullness, redeeming even the creation itself!
That sustained focus is what we’re seeking to do in our worship during
the Sundays of Advent 2015, which began this past Sunday.
So don’t get lost in the hustle and bustle of shopping, parties, decorating, and such. Stay focused on what we truly celebrate by taking time to
worship, and by allowing that worship to direct your celebration. Remember how “the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His
glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and
truth” (John 1:14, NASB).
On a related note, thank you to our Decorating Committee, music ministry, and others who prepared for and participated in our Hanging of the
Green service this past Sunday evening. It was a beautiful time of worship
as we completed decorating our sanctuary for Advent and Christmas. This
Sunday evening, our service will be an informal time of singing favorite
carols, sharing special Christmas memories, and hearing the story of
God’s preparations and the birth of Christ from the Gospel accounts. And
remember that our Christmas musical, our music ministry’s third edition
of Carols and Classics, will be presented Sunday evening, December 13.
As always, this will be a very special time of musical worship that will
help prepare our hearts to celebrate the coming of the Christ Child.
Finally, during our Sunday morning worship on December 20, we will receive our Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions

with our Smithwood tradition of bringing our gift-wrapped offerings forward and placing them under the Christ Tree. Our goal this year is $14,000.
Please give generously as God leads you!
Advent blessings to you all!

Fountain City Ministry Center News
Some Success Highlights for 2015




Grace and peace,



1st Annual Golf Tournament raised about $6,000 for general fund
Hunger Hike raised $1,280 for food pantry
Pecan sales this fall will raise about $3,000 for diaper fund next
year
Community Thanksgiving service offering raised over $1,400 for
general fund

Community Involvement
 FCMC has continuing partnership with other agencies, such as
Second Harvest, Compassion Coalition, CAC
 Emergency food bags are given to families upon request from local
school social workers
 Some public/private schools and individuals have organized several
food drives this year. The Food City manager is bagging groceries
this November/December and giving shoppers opportunity to
"purchase" bags for food pantry

Our Church Goal: $14,000

We Wait in Hope!
This is our theme and emphasis for worship
and music this Christmas season and we will
offer numerous opportunities to worship
through music, giving and fellowship.

Carols and Classics
Sunday, December 13th at 6:00 pm
Our sanctuary choir, accompanists, adult ensemble, soloists and children’s choir will be joined
by Knoxville Symphony players to present beautiful
and worshipful carol arrangements as well as
Christmas anthems. This is one of the best times all
year to invite neighbors and friends to come visit
and worship with you.

Christmas Eve Service of
Lessons, Carols and Communion
Thursday, December 24th at 5:00 p.m.

Significant Needs for 2016
 FCMC van is 20 years old; proceeds from next golf tournament
could be used as down payment on new van
 "Getting Ahead in a Just-Getting-By World" class for clients would
cost about $5,000
 Current FCMC warehouse needs electrical, plumbing, and other essential maintenance
Vision/Dreams for 2016
 More diverse volunteers of various ages with different skill sets
and new leaders for succession of the ministry
 Volunteer skills survey to be done to identify new volunteers who
could make needed assessments of overall ministry center needs
 Additional funding could provide more clothing for children;
underwear, socks, shoes, coats
 Additional food gift cards, like the ones for $15 being distributed
now, could be given out again

Prayer Concerns:

Prayer Line— Call Lynn at 661-5726

Bobbie Mason, Allen and Starr Hutchison, Terry Lynn, Donald Raby, Sharon
Phillips, Missy Lantz, Liz Roberts, Hadley Opal Lewis, Debbie Villarreal, Polly
Blizzard, Steffan Dunbar, Bradley Parker, Nancy Anfinson, Cayce Guy, Sue
Beam, Kathy Brick, Kenneth Swafford, Tim Connors, Elizabeth Estes, Paul
Caton, Starr Hutchison, Paul Galyon, Jim Coram, family of Edith Livingston,
Larry and Marilyn Mustard.
Names will remain on the list for 3 weeks unless otherwise notified that the name
should remain on the list for a longer period of time.
Office Staff

