Ushers: Michael Major, Randy Pyne, Steve Moore,
Maynard Nordmoe

Financials from 12-13-15
Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

111
139

Budget Received
[Budget Requirement for the Week]
Designated Offering Total
Capital Improvement
Music Ministry
Lottie Moon (includes $100 IHO Hope Sunday
school class)
Overall Total for the Week

Offertory Prayer: Maynard Nordmoe

$12,082.00
$10,029.24

KidsOwn: (through 1st grade)
Anthony and Betty Collins

$1,295.00
$45.00
$975.00
$275.00

Nursery:
Jo Ann Gaskins and Nancy Kirby
Aaron and Hannah Hankins

Sunday, December 20, 2015
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service

$433,897.88
$501,461.92
<$67,564.04>

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
“Down Payment on the Future” project (year to date giving)
Lottie Moon to date

Readers
Judith Kelley
Lynn Bennett

This Week at Smithwood:

$13,377.00

Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 50)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Van Driver:
Michael Major

$2,770.00
$0.00
$2,000.00

4:00 p.m.

Meet at church for Christmas Caroling

Wednesday, December 23, 2015
No Activities
Thursday, December 24, 2015
5:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Service

Sunday AM, December 20 — John 1:1-18
“The True Meaning of Christmas”
Sunday 4:00 PM — Church-wide Christmas Caroling
Wednesday PM, December 23 — No service or activities
Thursday, December 24, 5:00 PM — Christmas Eve Service

Readers: read Scripture during morning worship.
Van Drivers: drive the church van to pick up our members who are unable
to drive. Must have a clean driving record.
Nursery Workers: minister to our littlest ones during Sunday school and
morning worship. Must pass a background check.
Office Volunteers: answer phones and greet visitors when the secretary is
out of the office due to illness or time off.

THE SPIRE (U.S.P.S. 490-660) is published weekly (except last week of year) by Smithwood Baptist
Church, 4914 Jacksboro Pike, Knoxville, TN 37918; (865) 689-5448; www.Smithwood.org. Periodical
postage paid at Knoxville, TN. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Spire, 4914 Jacksboro
Pike, Knoxville, TN 37918.

The church office will be closed on Friday, December 25th, and will remain closed until Monday, January 4th. Beginning Friday, January 8th,
the office will be closed on Fridays. Phone calls
will be returned, but there will be no physical
presence in the office.

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

December 18 — Lori Major
December 20 — Lee Johnson
December 23 — Edith Hutton
December 24 — Shirley Walker

Friday, December 25, 2015
Church Office Closed

4914 Jacksboro Pike
Knoxville, TN 37918
(865) 689-5448 Phone
(865) 689-0448 Fax

Contact us at smithwood@smithwood.org
Check out our website
www.smithwood.org
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love god•love people•make disciples

FROM THE PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE . . .
For more than a century, Baptists have done something at Christmas
that makes all the sense in the world—we have received an offering for
foreign or international missions. And we continue that good Baptist tradition again this year with our Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions Christ Tree service during our Morning Worship this
Sunday, December 20. You can give to this offering any time during December, but as has been our Smithwood tradition for 55 years, we’ll receive the bulk of these special missions gifts as individuals and families
come forward together to place their gifts beneath the Christ tree in our
sanctuary.
Our goal this year is $14,000. Last year we exceeded our goal of
$12,000 significantly, so we set it a little higher this year. Remember that
every cent of this offering goes directly to support the work of international missions through missionaries like our own Ted and Beverly Holmes.
Pray about the amount God would have you give, and give generously
and cheerfully as God leads you.
As important as missions giving is—and it is!—too often we act as
though that’s all that missions support is about. But it’s not. Our WMU
regularly reminds us of the importance of prayer support. There’s no substitute for praying for missionaries and their work. Both giving and prayer
are essential.
But even these two crucial ingredients aren’t enough in the mix of being on mission with Christ in the world. As I’ve said many times, substantial giving to missions and dedicated prayer for missions are both good
signs that a church is mission-minded. But we really have to go a step farther to be truly on mission with Christ—his mission must permeate everything we are and do! We have to order everything we do as a church
around his mission, so that his mission becomes our mission. That’s the
heartbeat of the strategic plan for this year that our congregation recently
affirmed.
Smithwood has chosen to express our mission through a combination
of the Great Commandments and the Great Commission: Love God, Love
People, Make Disciples. It would be hard to express better than that. Jesus
calls us to live out this mission of Christ here and around the world.
I believe we’ve made some progress in this crucial aspect of being a
church. Past involvement in efforts like Operation Inasmuch, mission
trips, and outreaches to our surrounding communities indicate that. The
level of our budgeted and special offering missions giving is another positive indicator. So is our partnership with the Emerald Youth Foundation to
offer JustLead as a major component of our children’s ministry, as well as
opening our doors to host the recent LifeLine health screening.
With or without organized efforts, being on mission with Christ also
involves opportunities to embody his presence that come our way every
day. As we’re alert to those opportunities and respond to them faithfully
with loving works and gospel words, we join Christ on mission in the
world.
If you’re not already missionally involved, I want to challenge you,
especially as we prepare to celebrate how our Lord Jesus Christ came on
his redemptive mission into the world, to consider how God wants you to
take part in his mission. Is it greater financial or prayer support? Is God
calling you to be involved in some ministry of our church that proclaims

the gospel in word and deed, or with the Fountain City Ministry Center or
some other area joint ministry? Is he calling you to participate in a shortterm mission trip, or to plant your life in another place to carry the gospel to
those who haven’t yet heard it, or to some kind of vocational or bivocational ministry? Does God want you to be a prayer warrior for his mission, praying for those who serve, for those who hear, and for workers for
the harvest—both here and around the world? He has given us so many gifts
in our congregation, and he calls us to participate in his mission in many different ways. Are you striving to use your gifts in God’s mission?
On another note, our Christmas musical Carols and Classics this past
Sunday evening was a wonderful time of worship and fellowship! Thank
you Mike and Joy Bundon, Sanctuary Choir, Children’s Choir, musicians,
audio-visual personnel, and Food and Fellowship Committee! Be sure to
join us at 5:00 P.M. on Christmas Eve for our Service of Lessons, Carols, and
Communion. Invite your family members and friends to join us—especially
those who aren’t believers or don’t attend church!
Jo Ann and I pray for you each and all a blessed Advent and a meaningful and Merry Christmas.

Our Church Goal $14,000
Collected to date: $2,000
A Christ Tree service will be held on Sunday morning, December 20th.
The opportunity will be given for wrapped monetary gifts for Jesus to be
placed under the Christmas tree. We encourage you to participate as a
family.

Grace and peace,

Hugh B. Martin Memorial Scholarship







Purpose and History: Established by A. David Martin in memory of his
father, Hugh B. Martin, this fund benefits graduating seniors who
attend Smithwood Baptist Church in Knoxville, Tennessee.
Scholarship Amount: $1,000 one-time award for 1 year
Eligibility Requirements:
 Graduating seniors or current college students
 Full-time enrollment in an accredited public or private not-for-profit
four year college or university
 Attendance at Smithwood Baptist Church in Knoxville, Tennessee
Students may apply for scholarship numerous times

Applications are due by March 31 and can be made online on the ETF
web site at:
http://www.easttennesseefoundation.org/receive/scholarships/
how_to_apply.aspx

The church office will be closed from Friday, December 25th through Friday, January 1st. We
will reopen on Monday, January 4th. Although
the office will be closed between Christmas and
New Year’s, year end tithes may be mailed to
the church and will be credited to your 2015
charitable giving report. Please be sure to date
your check 2015.
Prayer Concerns:

TN WMU Scholarship
Awarded to Tennessee Baptist students in Tennessee colleges, Southern
Baptist seminaries and Kings Academy, who are full-time students taking
the equivalent of 12 credit hours per semester and who are currently involved in missions and ministry. For more information and to download an
application visit http://www.tnbaptist.org/page.asp?page=92. The deadline to apply for the 2016-2017 school year is January 11, 2016.

Prayer Line— Call Lynn at 661-5726

Bobbie Mason, Allen and Starr Hutchison, Terry Lynn, Donald Raby, Sharon
Phillips, Missy Lantz, Liz Roberts, Debbie Villarreal, Polly Blizzard, Steffan
Dunbar, Bradley Parker, Cayce Guy, Sue Beam, Kathy Brick, Kenneth Swafford, Tim Connors, Elizabeth Estes, Paul Caton, Paul Galyon, Jim Coram, family of Edith Livingston, Larry and Marilyn Mustard, Vickie Devault.
Names will remain on the list for 3 weeks unless otherwise notified that the name
should remain on the list for a longer period of time.

