Financials from 12-10-17
Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

95
143

Designated Offering Total
Capital Improvement
Fountain City Ministries
Music Ministry (includes $175 IMO Mary Kyzer)
CECC Homeschool Concert
Operation Christmas Child
Wedding
Church Van
Lottie Moon
Overall Total for the Week

Offertory Prayer: Donny Black

Nursery:

$4,365.00
$50.00
$100.00
$650.00
$100.00
$2,000.00
$500.00
$500.00
$465.00

Brandon and Susan McWhirter

This Week at Smithwood:
Sunday, December 17, 2017
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service
Monday, December 18, 2017
7:00 p.m.
Deacons Meeting

$419,653.13
$427,497.50
<$7,844.37>

Wednesday, December 20, 2017
5:30 p.m.
JustLead Children’s Activities
6:00 p.m.
Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Assembly (Youth Bible Study)
7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

$3,100.00
$6,250.17
$6,150.00
$1,465.00

Sunday AM, December 17 — Matthew 2:13-23
Wednesday PM, December 20 —
Understanding the Whole Bible: “Jesus, the Hero”

Our deepest sympathy to the families of
Mary Kyzer, who passed away on December 2nd and Herrell Akers, who passed
away on December 8th.
December 18 — Lori Major
December 20 — Lee Johnson
Prayer Concerns:
Prayer Line— Call Bob Lay at 938-9466
Terry Lynn, Bill Roberts, Donnie Beeler, Etta Sands, Rhonda Cecchin, Allen
Hutchison, Nancy Matlock, Catherine Smalls, Jack Bohanan, Harold Bryson,
Bonnie Reeser, Mary Ann Moser, Mitchell Burnett, family of Kelly Wallace,
family of Bob Loy, Eloise Rodgers, Paul Caton, GW Norton, Steve Beeler,
Michelle Henry, family of Mary Kyzer, family of Herrell Akers.
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Thursday, December 21, 2017
6:45 p.m.
Veterans Writing Group

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
Operation Christmas Child Postage (year to date)
Church Van (year to date)
Lottie Moon (year to date)

Jack Holt

$8,549.95

$17,394.25

Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 51)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Van Driver:

KidsOwn: (through 5th grade)
Jay Jordan

$13,029.25
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Budget Received (includes $1,000 IMO Liz Roberts, $200 IMO
Wilma Berggren and $150 IMO Violet Tudor)
[Budget Requirement for the Week]

Ushers: Donny Black, Elmer Sharp, Tom Wylie,
Doug Arnold

DECEMBER

love god•love people•make disciples

FROM YOUR PASTOR…..
I want to say a special thanks to all of the choir members and musicians that led our Carols and Classics service on Sunday evening. It
was a wonderful time of worship. I hope that this service and our
other advent worship gatherings have reminded us all of the great
love of Christ. He has taken on human flesh so that we may be reconciled to God. This Sunday, as the advent season continues, we
will look at Matthew 2:13-23. We will see how the Christ child
was supernaturally protected from an evil man who wanted to destroy Him. Also, we will learn how His flight to Egypt and return
to Israel fulfilled several Old Testament prophecies. This passage
will teach us many lessons about Christ’s provision for His people.
I also want to remind everyone about this Sunday’s Christ Tree Service. Many of us will be wrapping our checks as Christmas presents and laying them under the tree during a special time in our
worship service. I would invite all of you to take part in this important offering. Remember 100% of this offering goes toward international missions so that the gospel can be proclaimed to people
who have never heard.

Please join us as we celebrate the Christmas season with opportunities to worship through music, giving and fellowship.
Sunday, December 17th — 10:45 AM
Christ Tree Service

Families will have the opportunity to bring their wrapped monetary gifts for Jesus to be placed under the Christmas tree.
Sunday, December 24th — Morning Worship at 10:45 AM
(This will be our special Christmas service)

Join us as we celebrate in worship with preaching from the Word,
singing of Carols, special music, and Christmas communion.

Grace and Peace,
Jeff

“

In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action,
is dead.”
James 2:17 (NIV)

Do you feel like something is missing when you come to church? Are you
just attending service and then returning home? Are you missing out on
the fellowship that comes in serving Christ with others? Serving in a ministry or support ministry connects you with other church members. You
need not commit to a weekly ministry. There are several opportunities
that are monthly or just occasionally. Listed below are some of the ways
that you can serve at Smithwood:
Readers: read Scripture during morning worship. Readers are given the
Scripture by Thursday, so there is time to familiarize yourself with the
reading.
Van Drivers: drive the church van to pick up our members who are unable to drive. Many of our faithful widows depend on the van to get them
to church on Sunday mornings. You must have a clean driving record.
Nursery Workers: minister to our littlest ones during Sunday school and
morning worship. You must pass a background check.
Office Volunteers: answer phones and greet visitors when the secretary
is out of the office due to illness or time off.
For more information about any of the above, contact the church office!

Families will have the opportunity to bring
their wrapped monetary gifts for Jesus to be
placed under the Christmas tree.
The Evangelistic and Outreach Committee
would like to thank all those who brought
food and helped to welcome our visitors
following the choir Christmas program. It
was a wonderful success and we appreciate each and every one of you.

Women on Mission Projects
Throughout the month of December
Women on Mission will be collecting new
and gently used socks and gloves for
Western Heights Baptist Center. All sizes are needed, (children
through adults), to be given to the cold and homeless who visit the
Center. Please leave your donations in the bin marked 'Western
Heights Donations' located in the Welcome Center.

Our Church Goal — $14,000
Collected to Date — $1,465
When she set sail for China, Lottie was 32 years old. She had turned
down a marriage proposal and left her job, home and family to follow
God’s lead. Her path wasn’t typical for an educated woman from a
wealthy Southern family. God had gripped her with the Chinese peoples’ need for a Savior.
For 39 years Lottie labored, chiefly in Tengchow and P’ingtu. People
feared and rejected her, but she refused to leave. The aroma of freshbaked cookies drew people to her house. She adopted traditional Chinese dress, and she learned China’s language and customs. Lottie didn’t just serve the people of China; she identified with them. Many
eventually accepted her. And some accepted her Savior.
“Is not the festive season the most appropriate time to send forth the
good tidings of great joy into all the earth?”
Lottie Moon

The church office will be closed from
Thursday, December 21st through Monday, January 1st. We will reopen on Tuesday, January 2nd. Although the office will
be closed between Christmas and New
Year’s, year-end tithes may be mailed to
the church and will be credited to your
2017 charitable giving report. Please be
sure to date your check 2017.
SEND A CHRISTMAS GREETING TO POLAND!
There is a basket on the table in the Welcome Center
for everyone to leave a Christmas wish for Beverly and
Ted Holmes, our missionaries in Warsaw, Poland. Note
cards are available or you may bring your own card.
They appreciate your prayers for their work throughout
the year, and the Christmas cards lend a touch of home
to their holidays. The deadline is December 17th.

