Financials from 11-26-17
Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

85
140

Budget Received (includes $200 IMO Wilma Berggren, 100 IMO
Fred Collis and $100 IHO Dr. Larry Fields)
[Budget Requirement for the Week]
Designated Offering Total
Capital Improvement
Cooperative Program
Fountain City Ministries
Willing Hearts
Church Van
Lottie Moon (IMO Catherine Todd

Ushers: Chris Kirby, Jay Jordan, Michael Lail,
Woody Johnson
Offertory Prayer: Woody Johnson

$8,549.95
Nursery:
Lori Major, Brenda Adams, Stefanie Whicker

This Week at Smithwood:
Sunday, December 3, 2017
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service

$4,046.00

Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 49)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

$395,963.50
$410,397.60
<$14,434.10>

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
Operation Christmas Child Postage (year to date)
Church Van (year to date)
Lottie Moon (year to date)

Hollis Loveday

KidsOwn: (through 5th grade)
Betsy Loveday

$3,609.50

$436.50
$50.00
$30.50
$50.00
$106.00
$100.00
$100.00

Overall Total for the Week

Van Driver:

Monday, December 4, 2017
6:30 p.m.
Homeschool Choir Concert
Wednesday, December 6, 2017
5:30 p.m.
JustLead Children’s Activities
6:00 p.m.
Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Assembly (Youth Bible Study)
7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

$3,000.00
$6,250.17
$5,600.00
$225.00
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Wednesday PM, December 6 —
Understanding the Whole Bible: “The Beginning and the End”
Refreshments will be served following the choir’s
Christmas program on Sunday, December 10th. It’s always nice to have a variety so we encourage those who
are willing to bake or buy a dozen and bring to the
church that Sunday morning. Thank you!
December 2 — Dennis Fair
December 3—Ella Kirby
December 4 — Barbara Davis
December 5 — Stephen Myers
December 7 — Cheryl Rodgers
Prayer Concerns:
Prayer Line— Call Bob Lay at 938-9466
Betty Tudor, Terry Lynn, Bill Roberts, Michelle Henry, Donnie Beeler, Etta
Sands, Rhonda Cecchin, Mary Kyzer, Allen Hutchison, Nancy Matlock, Catherine Smalls, Jack Bohanan, Harold Bryson, Bonnie Reeser, Mary Ann Moser,
Mitchell Burnett, Lisa Stroupe, family of Kelly Wallace, family of Bob Loy,
Herrell Akers, Eloise Rodgers, Paul Caton, GW Norton, Steve Beeler.
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Sunday AM, December 3 — Matthew 1:18-25
“The Promised Savior”

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

Thursday, December 7, 2017
6:45 p.m.
Veterans Writing Group

DECEMBER

love god•love people•make disciples

FROM YOUR PASTOR…..
Angela, the kids, and I have enjoyed getting to know all of you over the
past few weeks. I have been encouraged to see how God is working in so
many ways at Smithwood. Our congregation has been in this community
for almost 175 years, and I believe that God will use us for many more to
come. It is evident that this church has had many faithful pastors, deacons,
and members throughout its history, men and women who have faithfully
proclaimed the gospel, faithfully sought the Lord through His word, faithfully prayed, and faithfully loved one another. I want to say a special word of
thanks to one of these people, our departing interim pastor Dr. Larry Fields.
With Christ’s help, he has faithfully guided this church during the last year.
I also want to thank the pastoral search committee. You all have made this
transition very smooth. Thank you for helping our family as we begin this
new chapter, and for introducing us to the rest of the Smithwood family.
Finally, thank you to everyone who has helped us get settled in our new
house. Many of you freely gave up your time, as you descended on our
home to help us move items, put together beds, unpack boxes, and care for
three children while everything was going on.
As I begin serving as your Senior Pastor, I want you to know that I am
committed to four things. First, I am committed to the gospel. Our church
was started because two men, John Smith and Charles W. Karnes, had a desire to see people in this area come to know Christ. The church grows when
lives are transformed through the good news of Jesus Christ. We also grow
spiritually as the truths of the gospel become impressed more and more
deeply on our hearts.
Second, I am committed to faithfully preaching and teaching God’s
word. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good
work.” God’s people are made to look more and more like Christ as they sit
under the preaching and teaching of His word.
Third, I am committed to prayer. The leaders of the ancient church were
men of prayer (Acts 6:4) and as they prayed the Spirit of God moved. Know
that I will continually be praying for you as individuals, and I ask you to
pray for me as well. Together we can also pray for the lost in our community and ask God to show us how to effectively reach our part of town with the
gospel of Jesus Christ.
Finally, I am committed to loving this congregation as its pastor. A pastor is called to visit the sick, counsel those in crisis, comfort the grieving,
and encourage the flock. I am looking forward to getting to know all of you
more deeply. If anyone would like to meet with me personally, call the
church office so that we can schedule a time to sit down together. Also,
once we get settled, Angela and I are looking forward to hosting many of
you in our home.
As I said, there is a lot to be encouraged about at Smithwood. God is
working and we want to see Him work more and more. So, I ask all of you
to turn my four commitments into commitments of your own. In other
words, what does a commitment to the gospel, the Word of God, prayer, and
loving service to those in our church look like in your own life? I am convinced that God will be pleased with us as we commit ourselves to these
things.
Grace and Peace,
Jeff

Please join us as we celebrate the Christmas season with opportunities to worship through music, giving and fellowship.
Sunday, December 3rd at 10:45 AM
Regular Morning Worship Service

Our new pastor, Rev. Jeff Lane’s first sermon with us will come
from Matthew’s account of the angel’s announcement to Joseph.
Sunday, December 10th —
Exciting Morning Worship at 10:45 AM
Sunday Evening, 6:00 PM
Carols and Classics Christmas Musical

Our sanctuary choir, accompanists, soloists and children’s choir
will be joined by Knoxville Symphony players to present beautiful
and worshipful carol arrangements, Christmas anthems and classics. You are invited to join us for fellowship and refreshments
afterwards.
Sunday, December 17th — 10:45 AM
Christ Tree Service

Families will have the opportunity to bring their wrapped monetary gifts for Jesus to be placed under the Christmas tree.
Sunday, December 24th — Morning Worship at 10:45 AM
(This will be our special Christmas service)

Our Church Goal — $14,000
Well over 100 years ago, a single missionary named Lottie Moon, while
serving in China, began writing letters challenging the American church
to send and support more workers to go there. After her death on the
field, her challenge was heeded in the formalization of an offering in
her name. Even if you’re not a Southern Baptist who has given to the
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, her life is a reminder of why we must
give to send and support missionaries serving among unreached peoples in unreached places.
“Pocketbooks with redefined priorities are just as important to sending
a multitude of missionaries as individuals who are eager to go.”
Lottie Moon

A special Christmas concert will
be presented in our Sanctuary by
the Homeschool Choir on Monday,
December 4th at 6:30 p.m.

Join us as we celebrate in worship with preaching from the Word,
singing of Carols, special music, and Christmas communion.

Our annual choir Christmas program will be held on
Sunday, December 10th at 6:00 p.m. We realize
that there are those who are unable to drive after
dark. We would not want anyone to miss this wonderful evening because of this. If you need a ride to
or from the program, please call the church office
by noon on Thursday, December 7th and we will
arrange for one of our deacons to pick you up that
evening.

This will be a special 90 minute program to kick off the holiday season
with music, dancing, poetry, and more, featuring The Webb School of
Knoxville Madrigal Singers, Holston Middle School Kids Show Choir with
Natalee Beeler Elkins, Ensemble Swing Time Band, and some very special guests. Sign up on the Keenager bulletin board.

