Ushers: Hollis Loveday, Michael Kane, Larry
Cregger, Gib Galyon

Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

102
153

Budget Received
[Budget Requirement for the Week]
Designated Offering Total
Capital Improvement
Children’s Department
Operation Christmas Child
Cooperative Program

Offertory Prayer: Gib Galyon
KidsOwn: (through 1st grade)
Chris and Nancy Kirby

$6,253.51
$10,029.24
$914.50
$45.00
$670.00
$170.00
$29.50

Overall Total for the Week

Nursery:
David and Linda Smith, Kelly Wallace

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
“Down Payment on the Future” project (year to date giving)

$396,186.88
$461,344.96
<$65,158.08>

6:00 p.m.

$2,490.50
$0.00

Designated Offering Total
Capital Improvement
Children’s Department
Operation Christmas Child
Overall Total for the Week
Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 47)
+Over/<Under> for the Year
Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
“Down Payment on the Future” project (year to date giving)

$2,370.00
$10,029.24
$175.00
$45.00
$100.00
$30.00
$2,545.00
$398,556.88
$471,374.20
<$72,817.32>
$2,535.50
$0.00

Sunday AM, November 29 — Jeremiah 33:14-16; Luke 21:34-36
“While We Wait”
Sunday 6:00 PM — Hanging of the Green
Wednesday PM, December 2 — 1 Corinthians 12:1-13:13

Hanging of the Green—Sunday, November 29th at 6:00 p.m.

Hanging of the Green

Wednesday, December 2, 2015
5:00 p.m.
JustLead Children’s Activities
6:00 p.m.
Adult Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study
7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

97
129

4914 Jacksboro Pike
Contact us at smithwood@smithwood.org
Knoxville, TN 37918
Check out our website
(865) 689-5448 Phone
www.smithwood.org
(865) 689-0448 Fax
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Thursday, December 3, 2015
10:30 a.m.
Women On Mission Meeting and Luncheon

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

Budget Received
[Budget Requirement for the Week]

Michael Kane
Sarah Kane

Tuesday, December 1, 2015
8:30 a.m.– 5 p.m. Lifeline Screenings
7:00 p.m.
Homeschool Choir Concert

Financials from 11-22-15
Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

Readers

Sunday, November 29, 2015
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service

$7,168.01

Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 46)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Van Driver:
Jack Holt

This Week at Smithwood:

THE SPIRE (U.S.P.S. 490-660) is published weekly (except last week of year) by Smithwood Baptist
Church, 4914 Jacksboro Pike, Knoxville, TN 37918; (865) 689-5448; www.Smithwood.org. Periodical
postage paid at Knoxville, TN. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Spire, 4914 Jacksboro
Pike, Knoxville, TN 37918.

Financials from 11-15-15

NOVEMBER

love god•love people•make disciples

From the Pastor’s Perspective . . .
By the time you read this article, Thanksgiving will be past, and the
season of Advent will be about to begin. Advent prepares us for and leads
us toward the celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus, God’s promised
Messiah. Advent begins yet again the cycle of the Christian Year.
For much of our history, Baptists have given little attention to the
Christian Year. In fact, in some cases, some Baptists did not even recognize or celebrate Christmas or Easter. Coming out of the Reformation tradition, they completely rejected the Christian Year.
In the 20th century, many Protestant churches began to see the value of
the Christian Year and began to observe it once again. Until about the
1970s, almost all Baptist churches that observed any calendar observed the
denominational calendar supplemented by the secular calendar (civic holidays) and what someone has called the “Hallmark calendar” (Valentine’s,
Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, etc.), plus Christmas and Easter.
But in the 1960s and 70s, a small number of Baptist ministers and
churches began to see the value of the Christian Year, of marking time
with the remembrance of the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus, the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the church, and God’s continued work in
and through the church. The number of Baptist churches who follow the
Christian Year in some way and to some degree continues to grow.
Here in our church, we focus on the major days and seasons of the
Christian Year. As a new Christian Year will start this Sunday with the
First Sunday of Advent, I think it’s good for us to be reminded of its
meaning and significance.
The biblical foundation for the idea of a Christian Year includes the
Jewish festivals and fasts that we find in the Old Testament (Passover and
Unleavened Bread, Pentecost or Weeks, Trumpets or Rosh Hashanah, Day
of Atonement or Yom Kippur, Tabernacles or Booths, Dedication or Lights
or Hanukkah, and Purim or Lots), along with the weekly Sabbath day. In
the New Testament we find references to Easter (as in 1 Corinthians 5:7-8)
and to the Lord’s Day or first day (Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2; Revelation 1:10)—the annual and weekly celebrations of Christ’s resurrection.
The Christian Year developed over several centuries. In the 1st century,
churches were observing the Lord’s Day and Easter. Jewish Christians in
the 1st century continued to observe the Jewish festivals as well, and associated Jesus’ death and resurrection with Passover. By the 2nd century,
Christians celebrated Easter for seven weeks. At least by the 4th century
Christians celebrated Pentecost as a remembrance of the descent of the
Spirit. Lent began to be observed as a time of preparation, first for those
who would be baptized at Easter, then for all Christians to celebrate Easter. Epiphany originally celebrated both the birth of Jesus and His manifestation to the magi (and thus to the Gentiles); later the manifestation to the
magi became the focus. Christmas marked the birth of Jesus from the 4th
century onward; both Christmas and Epiphany were deliberately placed on
the same date as pagan festivals as appropriate alternative celebrations for
Christians who had come out of pagan backgrounds. Advent later developed as a time of anticipation both of the celebration of Jesus’ birth and
His return in glory. Thus all the major seasons were developed and observed by the 4th or 5th century.
The Christian Year is, in a very real sense, a powerful discipleship formation tool. Observing it helps us enter into the story of the Bible and the

history of the people of God. The regular repetition of this narrative year after year helps us to learn our faith more deeply and enriches our worship significantly. It helps us to hear the story as a whole, not just bits and pieces of
it. And it helps us to order our lives by a Christian sense of time, rather than
being controlled by the secular calendar. I pray you will find our use of it
helpful in your walk with Christ and our life together as a church!
On a related note, this Advent and Christmas season is our fourth with
you. This first week of Advent marks the completion of my third and beginning of my fourth year as your pastor. Though things have been very different from what we anticipated when we came, we are grateful that God
brought us here. We pray that He will empower us as a congregation to seek
Him with all our hearts so that He might bring to fulfillment the plans He
has for us as a church. After all, this is His church, not ours. So it’s about
His plans, His power, His mission, and our obedience.
Advent blessings to you all!
Grace and peace,

We Wait in Hope!
This is our theme and emphasis for worship
and music this Christmas season and we will
offer numerous opportunities to worship
through music, giving and fellowship.

The Hanging of the Green Service
Sunday, November 29th at 6:00 pm
Join us this Sunday evening for a special service
of music and symbols of Christmas as we prepare
our hearts and adorn the house of worship for the
Advent and Christmas season.

Carols and Classics
Sunday, December 13th at 6:00 pm
Our sanctuary choir, accompanists, adult ensemble, soloists and children’s choir will be joined
by Knoxville Symphony players to present beautiful
and worshipful carol arrangements as well as
Christmas anthems. This is one of the best times all
year to invite neighbors and friends to come visit
and worship with you.

Everyone is invited to join us at 10:30 on Thursday, December 3rd for
our next Women On Mission meeting. Beverly Bond Holmes will be
our guest speaker, and following her presentation, we will have a covered dish luncheon, including birthday cake for Beverly. There will be a
basket to collect birthday cards for her. Bring a dish and a friend to
enjoy this time with us!

November 29 — Liz Roberts
December 2 — Dennis Fair
Prayer Concerns:

Prayer Line— Call Lynn at 661-5726

Bobbie Mason, Allen and Starr Hutchison, Louise Brogan, Terry Lynn, Donald
Raby, Sharon Phillips, Missy Lantz, Mildred Burchfield, Liz Roberts, Hadley
Opal Lewis, Debbie Villarreal, Polly Blizzard, Steffan Dunbar, Bradley Parker,
Nancy Anfinson, Cayce Guy, David Fleming, Sue Beam, Kathy Brick, Kenneth
Swafford, Tim Connors, Elizabeth Estes, Paul Caton, Starr Hutchison, Paul
Galyon, Jim Coram.
Names will remain on the list for 3 weeks unless otherwise notified that the name
should remain on the list for a longer period of time.

