Ushers: Michael Kane, Elmer Sharp, Tom Wylie,
Doug Arnold

Financials from 11-8-15
Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

104
144

Offertory Prayer: Doug Arnold

$8,224.00
$10,029.24

KidsOwn: (through 1st grade)
Anthony and Betty Collins

Designated Offering Total
Capital Improvement
Lottie Moon
Love Offering/Thanksgiving Meal
Compassion Coalition
Fountain City Ministry
Club 180/KY

$1,142.00
$45.00
$100.00
$502.00
$145.00
$250.00
$100.00

Nursery:

Overall Total for the Week

$9,366.00

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
“Down Payment on the Future” project (year to date giving)

Sunday, November 15, 2015
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service

$389,933.37
$451,315.72
<$61,382.35>

6:00 p.m.

November 16 — Maddi Major
November 17 — Lee Berkley
BUSINESS MEETING
Sunday, November 15, 6:00 p.m.
The 2016 proposed budget has been completed and mailed out. Questions regarding the
budget will be addressed at the business meeting. On the following Sunday, November 22nd,
immediately following morning worship, the
2016 budget will be voted on without discussion.

Business Meeting

Tuesday, November 17, 2015
6:00 p.m.
Emerald Youth JustLead Training

$2,445.50
$0.00

Sunday AM, November 13 — Hebrews 13:1-19
“Instructions for Living the Christian Life”
Sunday PM — Business Meeting
Wednesday PM, November 18 —
1 Corinthians 11:2-16

Readers
Judith Kelley
Lynn Bennett

This Week at Smithwood:

Wednesday, November
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
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Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 45)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Jo Ann Gaskins, Nancy Kirby, Lisa Moore

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

Budget Received
[Budget Requirement for the Week]

Van Driver:
Michael Major

18, 2015
JustLead Children’s Activities
Adult Bible Study
Youth Bible Study
Choir Rehearsal

4914 Jacksboro Pike
Contact us at smithwood@smithwood.org
Knoxville, TN 37918
Check out our website
(865) 689-5448 Phone
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From the Pastor’s Perspective . . .
This Sunday evening, November 15, will be our regular bi-monthly
business meeting. There will be several very important items on our
agenda.
First, our Finance Committee will recommend the proposed 2016
budget. We will discuss this proposed budget at this meeting, and then
vote on it the following Sunday, November 22, in a called business
meeting at the end of the morning worship service. You should have
already received a copy in the mail. Please study it prayerfully so you
will be prepared for the discussion. While there are again significant
reductions in this proposal, it should “right-size” our budget to our
current offerings and expenditures. I want to commend our congregation for your continued faithfulness in giving. Our giving is actually
good for our current attendance, especially given the fact that we well
exceeded our goals on two of our three major missions offerings in
2015.
Second, our Trustees will bring a recommendation concerning an
opportunity that we believe God has brought our way. A group that
provides physical, occupational, and speech therapy to developmentally delayed children is looking for space in a church here in Fountain
City. They have been hosted by Fellowship North Knox Church that
meets next door, but the return of the Fountainhead College of Technology to that building makes it necessary for them to find another
location. They like a church setting because since the children spend
so much time in medical or clinical settings, a church setting is more
soothing and relaxed. In return for the use of several classrooms during the week, they would make a monthly donation to our church. This
is an excellent opportunity for us to bless families with special needs
children in Fountain City and to show our surrounding communities
that we care and that our facilities are used in service throughout the
week. More information will be available Sunday morning so you may
be informed before considering the proposal Sunday evening.
Third, several weeks ago we had a Sunday evening session in which
we presented and discussed a strategic plan for ministry for 20152016. At this Sunday evening’s business meeting, the Deacons and I as
pastor will ask the congregation to affirm this plan (we are asking for
affirmation rather than approval, since a strategic plan must necessarily be flexible and responsive to unforeseen circumstances that may
arise). If you were at that discussion meeting, you already have a copy;
if not, copies will be available for you to pick up Sunday morning. Incidentally, the opportunity to host the therapy group fits very well with
at least two points in this strategic plan—something our trustees took
note of in considering the request.
Finally, the Deacons and I as pastor will recommend that our
church license our youth director Jimbo Watson to the ministry. He is
serving well among us, as he did at Broadway Baptist for two years prior to coming back to serve at Smithwood. He senses God’s call to vocational ministry, so this is an appropriate step toward considering his

ordination at a later date. Historically, from our earliest days, Baptists
were reluctant to ordain anyone too hastily (see 1 Timothy 5:22). They
thought that a congregation should have the opportunity to observe
someone who had announced a call to the ministry exercising his gifts
before they set him aside as an official minister through ordination. To
accommodate this need, the practice arose of “liberating” or “giving license” to one who sensed God’s call, to engage in ministry activities, but
without the kind of authorization granted by ordination. It was a step,
and a very important one, on the road to ordination. Unlike ordination,
licensing confers no authority of any kind. Rather, it is the congregation’s public statement to and about one who believes he is called to the
ministry, that we accept his testimony and affirm him in it, and that we
grant him the liberty to engage in ministerial acts for which ordination is
not required. (For example, a licensed minister cannot legally marry anyone, nor is he authorized to baptize, preside over communion, etc., unless the congregation appoints him to do so for a specific occasion.) The
church moves to ordain the minister when three things come together:
(1) the congregation senses God’s leading to ordain the minister after a
thorough examination process, (2) the minister has received a call to a
definite work that requires ordination, and (3) the minister has met
whatever requirements the church holds (educational, etc.). On the other hand, if the church is not satisfied with what it sees from the licensee,
or licensee never receives a call to a definite work or is called to a work
that does not require ordination, there is no obligation to proceed to
ordination. As a church, we have seen Jimbo’s life and his work among
us. Your Pastor and Deacons believe it is appropriate to move to this
step at this time. Prayerfully consider this as you come to this business
meeting.
May all that we consider at this meeting bear good fruit in the work
of God’s kingdom in the years to come.
Grace and peace,

To the Fellowship of Smithwood,
The family of Margo Campbell appreciates the many kindnesses shown to us by your caring members. We will always
remember and cherish the many cards, calls, memorial gifts,
food, visits, and other expressions of condolence that you
showered on us during mother’s illness and passing. We also
wish to offer our deepest thinks to Rev. Mark Gaskins, Paul
Caton, Cathi Caddell, Charlotte Walton and the members of the Bereavement Committee who ministered to us during this difficult time.
God’s blessings be on each on you,
Becky Campbell Smeltzer

Packing Party on this Saturday, Nov. 14th at 9:00 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall
The MOST important thing for a shoebox is to cover it with prayer!
This may be the great and only opportunity for that child and their
family to learn of the love of Jesus. If you would like to add a photo
with an address, some of the recipients have been able to return
notes to those who have sent shoeboxes to them. We will be praying
for our boxes as a church on Sunday morning, November 15th.
If you cannot attend and wish to help in some way, we can accept
checks made out to Samaritans Purse to help with postage for the
boxes. Postage is $7.00 per box. Checks may be given to Teresa
Cooper, dropped off at the office, or placed in the offering plate.
Please remember to make your check out to Samaritans Purse and
write OCC Postage in the check memo line.

The Women on Mission group is
once again sponsoring "Coats for
the Cold". As you clean out your
closets and prepare for winter,
please bring us your unwanted
gently used coats and jackets. We
will take the coats to Prestige
Cleaners, who will clean and deliver them to KARM for distribution to the homeless. Please place
your donations in the box located beneath the WMU bulletin
board. The deadline is Sunday, November 29th.
Prayer Concerns:

Prayer Line— Call Lynn at 661-5726

Bobbie Mason, Allen and Starr Hutchison, Louise Brogan, Terry Lynn, Donald
Raby, Sharon Phillips, Missy Lantz, Mildred Burchfield, Jim Coram, Liz Roberts, Hadley Opal Lewis, Debbie Villarreal, Polly Blizzard, Steffan Dunbar,
Bradley Parker, Nancy Anfinson, Cayce Guy, David Fleming, Sue Beam, Kathy
Brick, Kenneth Swafford, Tim Connors, Alice Randall, Elizabeth Estes, Paul
Caton, Charles Sutton, Starr Hutchison.
Names will remain on the list for 3 weeks unless otherwise notified that the name
should remain on the list for a longer period of time.

