Financials from 10-25-15
Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

90
134

Budget Received (includes $250 IMO Margo Campbell)
[Budget Requirement for the Week]

Offertory Prayer: Michael Lail
KidsOwn: (through 1st grade)
Anthony and Betty Collins

$4,992.50
$10,029.24

Designated Offering Total
Capital Improvement
Lottie Moon
Youth Ministries
Cooperative Program
Compassion Coalition
Fountain City Ministry Center

$371.50
$40.00
$125.00
$77.00
$29.50
$50.00
$50.00

Overall Total for the Week
Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 43)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Ushers: Chris Kirby, James Davis, Michael Lail,
Kevin Broyles

Nursery:
Don and Donna J ett
Loretta Miller

Readers
Michael Major
Lori Major

This Week at Smithwood:
Sunday, November 1, 2015
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service

$5,364.00
$365,128.87
$431,257.24
<$66,128.37>

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
“Down Payment on the Future” project (year to date giving)

Van Driver:
Elmer Sharp

6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, November
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

$2,360.50
$0.00

Evening Worship
4, 2015
Children’s Activities
NO Adult Bible Study
Youth Bible Study
Choir Rehearsal

4914 Jacksboro Pike
Contact us at smithwood@smithwood.org
Knoxville, TN 37918
Check out our website
(865) 689-5448 Phone
www.smithwood.org
(865) 689-0448 Fax

The Spire

November 2 — Elmer Sharp
November 4 — Pam Nolen, Faye Smith

Hiking Outing—Sunday November 8th
Everyone Welcome to Hike!

Immediately following the morning worship service we
will depart to hike House Mountain, the perfect way to relax
on a Sunday afternoon. Sack lunches will be provided.

THE SPIRE (U.S.P.S. 490-660) is published weekly (except last week of year) by Smithwood Baptist
Church, 4914 Jacksboro Pike, Knoxville, TN 37918; (865) 689-5448; www.Smithwood.org. Periodical
postage paid at Knoxville, TN. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Spire, 4914 Jacksboro
Pike, Knoxville, TN 37918.

Sunday AM, November 1 — Hebrews 12:1-3
“The Great Cloud of Witnesses”
Sunday PM — Joshua 3:1-17; 4:14-24
“Seeing God Work and Remembering It”
Wednesday PM, November 4 — No Adult Bible Study

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.
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From the Pastor’s Perspective . . .
Back in October 2009, I attended a gathering of Baptist pastors in
Oklahoma City that was convened to have a conversation about how
churches can collaborate in new and more effective ways to fulfill the
mission Christ has given his church.
Bill O’Brien, a former vice-president of what was then the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board and of the Baptist World Alliance, and
husband of former WMU executive director, the late Dellana O’Brien,
was the facilitator for the meeting. At one point he was talking about a
meeting some years earlier where he asked the leaders of several different missionary organizations three questions:
1. If your agency closed tonight, would anybody miss it?
2. Would it have to be restarted?
3. If it was restarted, how would it have to be different?

Those are tough questions. I think they’re important questions for a
church to ask as well.
If for some reason the Smithwood Baptist Church had to close
down tonight—not just the buildings, but the actual congregation—
would anybody other than those of us who are actively involved miss it?
How would it affect the community around us if this congregation
ceased to be?
Would this church have to be restarted or another church started in
this community? Is the need right around us great enough and are there
enough lost people right here in Fountain City that there should be a
church worshiping and ministering and on mission here in this place?
If the need were clearly here, how would such a church have to be
different from what we’re like now? How different would our emphases need to be? How differently would we need to organize and do
things? How would our worship and our outreach and our ministries
need to be different in order to be on mission with Christ in this community and the communities surrounding us and throughout the world?
At our Knox County Association of Baptists Annual Meeting last
week, our Director of Missions, Dr. Phil Young, reminded us of two
questions he asked last year and proposed two more for the churches
that make up our association and for the association itself. Last year he
had proposed two of these questions with appropriate answers:
1. Who are we? We are the ekklesia, the “called out assembly,”
the church.
2. Why are we here? To participate in the missio Dei, to be on mission with God.
In other words, we are the church on God’s mission. This year Phil proposed these two questions in light of the changing cultural and religious
landscape around us:
3. Where are we?
4. Where are we going?
As I reflect on these seven questions, I can’t help but wonder . . .

What would happen if our greatest concern was not the survival and
perpetuation of the institution of the Smithwood Baptist Church, but rather that this church would be God’s instrument in this community to
“make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19), both here and around
the world?
What if instead of the usual numerical measurements, we really focused on being the church of Christ—authentic followers of Jesus—real
people in a real relationship with the real God through Christ, a community of faith on mission with our risen Lord as we love God, love people,
and make disciples,?
What if instead of focusing so inwardly on our survival as a church
we focused more outwardly toward God and toward reaching those outside the church?
What if we were, as George Bullard puts it, captivated by God’s vision or what he wants to do through us and pulled into the future by
God’s vision?
I wonder . . .

Packing Party on Saturday, Nov. 14th at 9:00 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall

Grace and peace,

There will be a benevolence offering at the
door this Sunday. The proceeds from this
offering will go towards helping the less
fortunate of our community.

WHERE: Smithwood Baptist Church
SPONSORED BY: University of Tennessee Medical Center
WHEN: Tuesday, December 1, 2015
Pre-Registration is required. Call 1-888-653-6450
Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings, will host their affordable, non-invasive and
painless health screenings on the above date. All five screenings
take 60-90 minutes to complete. To register for your appointment
and to receive a special $10 discount, please call 1-888-653-6450 or
visit www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners. Detailed information is available on handouts located at the Welcome Center.

The MOST important thing for a shoebox is to cover it with prayer!
This may be the great and only opportunity for that child and their
family to learn of the love of Jesus. If you would like to add a photo
with an address, some of the recipients have been able to return
notes to those who have sent shoeboxes to them. We will be praying for our boxes as a church on Sunday morning, November 15th.

Prayer Concerns:

Prayer Line— Call Lynn at 661-5726

Bobbie Mason, Allen and Starr Hutchison, Louise Brogan, Terry Lynn, Donald
Raby, Sharon Phillips, Missy Lantz, Mildred Burchfield, Jim Coram, Liz Roberts, Hadley Opal Lewis, Debbie Villarreal, Polly Blizzard, Steffan Dunbar,
Bradley Parker, Nancy Anfinson, Cayce Guy, David Fleming, Sue Beam, family of Ann Cooper, Vanita Holt, Kathy Brick, Kenneth Swafford, Tim Connors,
Alice Randall, family of Margo Campbell, Elizabeth Estes, Paul Caton.
Names will remain on the list for 3 weeks unless otherwise notified that the name
should remain on the list for a longer period of time.

