Financials through 1-13-19
Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

Schedule for Sunday, January 20, 2019
97
Unavailable

Budget Received
Budget Requirement for week

$6,682.00
$8,403.95

Designated Offering Total
Steeple Repair
Capital Improvement
Church Van
Club 180

Ushers: Ray Everett, Mike O’Neil, Don Jett, Jack
Holt
Offertory Prayer: Ray Everett
Children’s Worship: (through 5th grade)
Lori Major

$525.00
$125.00
$50.00
$250.00
$100.00

Overall Total for Week

Nursery:

Van Driver:
Larry Cregger

Readers:
Lisa Moore

David and Linda Smith, Stefanie Whicker

$7,207.00

Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (week 2)
+Over/<Under> for the Year
Capital Improvement (year to date giving)

This Week at Smithwood:

$20,163.30
$16,807.90
$3,355.40

Sunday, January 20, 2019
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service

$100.00

12:15 p.m.

Wednesday, January 23, 2019
5:30-7:00 p.m. JustLead Children’s Activities
6:00 p.m.
Youth Bible Study
6:00 p.m.
Adult Bible Study
7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

Sunday AM, January 20 — Mark 1:2-8
“John, the Baptizer”
Wednesday PM, January 23 —
Philippians 3:20- 4:1

Prayer Line— Call Bob Lay at 938-9466
Terry Lynn, Etta Sands, Nancy Matlock, Bonnie Reeser, Jim and Lula Martin,
Holly Henderson, Denise Fair, Bob Lay, Tom Reser, Jim Coram, Corbyn Skeen,
Sally Simone, Derek Winters, Kathryn Mitchem, Hollis Loveday, Julia Burnett,
Jack Bohanan, Joleen Dewald, Bill Isaacs, Charles Vaughn, Lib Lynch, Wanda
Yates, Lillie., June Hammer., family of Mark Bonds.
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Prayer Concerns:
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Saturday, January 26, 2019
9:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Study

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space
permitting, on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

January 22 — Paul Caton
January 24 — Deena French

Family Advisory Council

JANUARY

love god•love people•make disciples

From Your Pastor……..
What is the purpose of Smithwood Baptist Church? Why are we here,
what are we seeking to accomplish? These are some questions that I
would like for us to consider in this new year. As some of you know, the
church council is reading a book together called Autopsy of a Deceased
Church by Thom Rainer. In this book, Rainer investigates several
churches that have died and seeks to discover the reason for their death.
In other words, he performs a few church “autopsies”. This is not a fun
book to read, but it is a helpful book to read.
Each of these dead churches had 9 common problems. One problem was
that the churches had no clear purpose. Rainer says this about these dead
and dying churches: “The church was not really a church. It had no purpose. None of the members talked about fulfilling the Great Commission. None of the members spoke about carrying out the Great Commandment in the church. None ever came close to speaking with a burning passion about making a difference in the community. The churches
were purposeless.” (pg. 75) May that not be us!
Here’s the good news, several years ago our church identified 3 core purposes: Love God, Love People, Make Disciples. These three purposes
are rooted in the first and second great commandments (Matthew 22:3739) and the great commission (Matthew 28:18-20). This year I would
like for us to revisit these three things and perhaps define them more
clearly. In other words, I think that we have a good skeleton, but now is
a good time to start putting some meat on the bones. By the end of 2019,
I would like for us to have a document together that lays out our vision
and core purposes as a church. The goal is for this document to be affirmed by the whole congregation.
As we move in this direction together, I encourage all of us to do three
things. First, look at what the church is doing in the New Testament.
We need to be doing the same things. Here are some key passages to
look at: Matthew 22:34-40, Matthew 28:16-20, Acts 2:42-47, Ephesians
4:1-16, Colossians 3:12-17, Colossians 4:2-6, Hebrews 10:23-25. Of
course, there are many, many other passages that one can look at regarding the church’s purposes, but these are good ones to start with. Second,
consider what your part is in helping our church fulfill its purposes. As a
follower of Jesus, God has given you spiritual gifts. How are you using
your gifts to help this church fulfill its purposes? Finally, pray. Pray for
this process. Pray that our church will have a Biblically grounded purpose statement that gives shape to all that we do.

Please note that the following policy will be the one Smithwood will
adhere to in the event of winter weather:
Weekdays: In the event of snow or ice at night or early morning, the
office will be open as soon as possible, if possible. Please call the
church before going there or check the website.
Wednesday PM: We will follow the Knox County schools schedule. If
schools are closed, there will be no activities or Bible study that evening.
Sundays: Check our website at smithwood.org. You may also call the
church; a message will indicate whether we will be open. If you call and
receive the generic message, Sunday school and worship will take place
as scheduled.

“

In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action,
is dead.”
James 2:17 (NIV)

Do you feel like something is missing when you come to church? Are you
just attending service and then returning home? Are you missing out on the
fellowship that comes in serving Christ with others? Serving in a ministry or
support ministry connects you with other church members. You need not
commit to a weekly ministry. There are several opportunities that are
monthly or just occasionally. Listed below are some of the ways that you
can serve at Smithwood:
Readers: Read Scripture during morning worship. Readers are given the
Scripture by Thursday, so there is time to familiarize yourself with the reading.

I am looking forward to discussing our purpose together this year.

Van Drivers: Drive the church van to pick up our members who are unable
to drive. Many of our faithful widows depend on the van to get them to
church on Sunday mornings. You must have a clean driving record.

Grace and Peace,
Jeff

Nursery Workers: Minister to our littlest ones during Sunday school and
morning worship. You must pass a background check.
Office Volunteers: Answer phones and greet visitors when the secretary is
out of the office due to illness or time off.
For more information about any of the above, contact the church office!

Several of the women in our congregation have been participating
in a Bible study of James. If you would like to join us, we would
love to have you. Our next meeting is Saturday, January 26th at
9:30 a.m. in the Cobble Room.
“FOCUS ON MISSIONS” is a North American
Mission Board ministry that conducts eyeglass clinics in the U.S. and Mexico, and provides glasses to people who have no access
to eye care. God’s love and the good news of
the gospel are shared as glasses are distributed. Women on Mission are collecting prescription glasses to donate to this ministry.
There is a collection basket on the table in
the Welcome Center.

