Ushers: Hollis Loveday, Michael Kane, Larry
Cregger, Gib Galyon

Financials from 1-10-16
Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

100
146

Budget Received (includes $50 IMO Margo Campbell)
[Budget Requirement for the Week]

KidsOwn: (through 1st grade)
Anthony and Betty Collins

$6,184.50
$8,969.88

Designated Offering Total
Music Ministry
Cooperative Program
Capital Improvement
170th Anniversary (photo)

$197.12
$115.62
$29.50
$45.00
$7.00

Overall Total for the Week

$6,381.62

Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 2)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Offertory Prayer: Hollis Loveday

Nursery:
Don and Donna Jett, Susan Bennett

Readers
Judith Kelley
Lynn Bennett

This Week at Smithwood:
Sunday, January 17, 2016
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service

$12,671.66
$17,939.76
<$5,268.10>

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
“Down Payment on the Future” project (year to date giving)

Van Driver:
Michael Major

$90.00
$0.00

4:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

Trustees Meeting
Business Meeting

Wednesday, January 20. 2016
5:00 p.m.
JustLead Children’s Activities
6:00 p.m.
Adult Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study
7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

4914 Jacksboro Pike
Knoxville, TN 37918
(865) 689-5448 Phone
(865) 689-0448 Fax

Contact us at smithwood@smithwood.org
Check out our website
www.smithwood.org
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Weekdays: In the event of snow or ice at night or early morning, the
office will be open as soon as possible, if possible. Please call the
church before going there.
Wednesday PM: If the roads are clear by late afternoon, evening activities will take place as scheduled.
Sundays: Check our website at smithwood.org or monitor WATE Channel 6 TV or WBIR Channel 10’s website. (WBIR no longer lists churches
on TV.) You may also call the church; a message will indicate whether
we will be open.

THE SPIRE (U.S.P.S. 490-660) is published weekly (except last week of year) by Smithwood Baptist
Church, 4914 Jacksboro Pike, Knoxville, TN 37918; (865) 689-5448; www.Smithwood.org. Periodical
postage paid at Knoxville, TN. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Spire, 4914 Jacksboro
Pike, Knoxville, TN 37918.

Thus far this winter, we have been blessed with warmer than usual
weather in east Tennessee. However, January and February have traditionally been the months we experience true winter weather. To
avoid confusion in the event of snow or ice, Smithwood will adhere to
the following policy:

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

Sunday AM, January 17 — John 3:1-18
“Through Birth and Belief”
Sunday 6:00 PM — Business Meeting
Wednesday PM, January 20 — 2 Corinthians 2:14-4:15

JANUARY

love god•love people•make disciples

From the Pastor’s Perspective . . .
In this space I’ve often had to share with you news that wasn’t so
good. I’m happy to be able to share some good news with you this week!
Over the past couple of years, our church has faced staff transitions,
financial shortfalls, and other difficulties that have been rather challenging. But God is good, and he has seen us through these things.
Though our staff is smaller than in previous years, we have an excellent group of persons serving as our ministry and support staff. They are
committed to the Lord and to Smithwood, and they do what they do well.
Some might say we have downsized; to borrow a phrase from a pastoral
colleague and friend, I would say we have “right-sized.” Our youth director is developing a youth ministry that combines discipleship that has biblical, theological, and ethical substance with a relational emphasis. Our
music minister and musicians lead us into worship each Sunday and in
special events through meaningful choral and congregational musical offerings presented with excellence that glorify God and build up the
church. Our office and other support staff are effective and efficient in
their duties, enabling the ministry staff, committees, and other groups and
individuals to be more effective in what they do in our church. And all on
our staff genuinely work well together with a common purpose. I appreciate each one who serves, and encourage you to speak a word of appreciation to them as you have opportunity.
Over the past several years, lower attendance has been accompanied
by significant financial shortfalls, and we have reduced our budget accordingly each year. Again, while some might call this downsizing, I
again think the better term is “right-sizing.” In 2013, we undertook the
sanctuary basement waterproofing project. Despite the shortfall in regular
giving, by drawing on reserves and through gifts toward the project, we
were able to pay as we went and did not have to borrow any of the
$300,000 plus that we spent on this project. Of course, the downside was
that this nearly depleted our reserves. Nevertheless, I believe that this was
a cause for thanksgiving and celebration! God had provided, and we can
always trust him to provide what we need to accomplish his purpose as
we follow him into the future.
I’m happy to report to you that though we did not meet our budget
goal in 2015, we did give 90% of the budget, while spending 85.5% of the
budget. In practical terms, that means that we while we had a budget deficit of 10%, we had a cash surplus of around $23,000, which helps to replenish our cash reserves for future expenditures. We reduced our budget
goal again for 2016, and actually received in offerings in 2015 about
$2,500 more than the amount of our budget for 2016. In other words, our
budget for 2016 is now in line with the rate of our annual offerings, and
we should be able to meet that budget goal for this year. In addition, we
gave a significant amount of our Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for
North American Missions goal, and exceeded our goals for the Golden
Offering for Tennessee Missions and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
for International Missions. And we gave 685 Operation Christmas Child
shoeboxes! Along with all this, we were also able to make some needed
renovations to our fellowship hall and to deal with some other deferred
maintenance items. Thanks be to God for his blessings and for the generosity of his people at Smithwood! I commend you for your generosity!

Let me hasten to add, though, that while our annual budget and our offering goals are important, we should not be giving to support a budget or to
simply to meet an offering goal. The motive behind our regular and special
giving should be a spirit of generosity, giving of our material possessions to
fund ministry and missions as we seek to be on mission with Christ in the
world—loving God, loving people, and making disciples.
Still another piece of good news—our JustLead ministry to children has
had a good start in the fall and has resumed for the rest of the school year.
Five new children from our surrounding communities attend regularly on
Wednesday evenings, and several of these frequently attend Sunday School
and Worship on Sunday mornings. Our JustLead banners have also brought
in a few middle school youth to our Wednesday evening youth group meeting. Volunteer support and involvement is strong, and the children’s participation is good. Pray for JustLead, that God will indeed use it as a vehicle to
reach children and their families in our surrounding communities.
As I have said before, even though some of our members have moved,
others are no longer able to be involved, and some have chosen to find another church home, I believe that the Lord is moving among us, and that despite these challenges, Smithwood has a bright future. Sometimes we have
to go through difficulties, challenges, adjustments, and even heartache to be
prepared for God to work through us. I firmly believe, in the spirit of Jeremiah 29:11-14, that the Lord has plans for us, to prosper us and not to harm us,
to give us hope and a future. For all this I say, Thanks be to God!
Grace and peace,

There are no Smithwood birthdays to celebrate this week!!
Sunday, January 17, 5:00 p.m.
Please note that this month’s business meeting
will be held at 5:00 p.m. Please plan to attend
and be a part of your church’s decisions.

Hugh B. Martin Memorial Scholarship







Purpose and History: Established by A. David Martin in memory of his
father, Hugh B. Martin, this fund benefits graduating seniors who
attend Smithwood Baptist Church in Knoxville, Tennessee.
Scholarship Amount: $1,000 one-time award for 1 year
Eligibility Requirements:
 Graduating seniors or current college students
 Full-time enrollment in an accredited public or private not-for-profit
four year college or university
 Attendance at Smithwood Baptist Church in Knoxville, Tennessee
Students may apply for scholarship numerous times
Applications are due by March 31 and can be made online on the ETF
web site at:
http://www.easttennesseefoundation.org/receive/scholarships/
how_to_apply.aspx

Please bring soup, other canned foods, or staples to be sent to Western Heights and Montgomery Village Baptist Centers for distribution to
those in need. There is a collection bin in the
Welcome Center and one near the elevator entrance. Deadline is Sunday, February 7. Thank
you for helping!
Prayer Concerns:

Prayer Line— Call Lynn at 661-5726

Bobbie Mason, Allen and Starr Hutchison, Terry Lynn, Donald Raby, Sharon
Phillips, Missy Lantz, Liz Roberts, Debbie Villarreal, Polly Blizzard, Bradley
Parker, Cayce Guy, Sue Beam, Tim Connors, Elizabeth Estes, Paul Caton, Paul
Galyon, Jim Coram, Larry and Marilyn Mustard, Michael Kane’s family.
Names will remain on the list for 3 weeks unless otherwise notified that the name
should remain on the list for a longer period of time.

