Financials from 9-18-16

Ushers: Hollis Loveday, Michael Kane, Larry
Cregger, Gib Galyon

Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

101
157

Offertory Prayer: Larry Cregger

Budget Received
[Budget Requirement for the Week]

$4,271.00
$8,969.88

KidsOwn: (through 1st grade)
Anthony and Betty Collins

Designated Offering Total
Golden Offering
Benevolence
Capital Improvement

$1,668.00
$1,420.00
$203.00
$45.00

Nursery:

Overall Total for the Week

$5,939.00

Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 38)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Readers
Don and Donna Jett, Lisa Moore

Jean Dunbar
Miki Cates

This Week at Smithwood:
Sunday, September 25, 2016
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service
12:15 p.m.
Youth Meeting for Club 180 Mission Trip

$307,878.76
$340,855.44
<$32,976.68>

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
Golden Offering To Date

Van Driver:
Terry Bennett

$4,035.00
$4,775.00

5-7:30 p.m.

Churchwide Fellowship with Tom Ogburn/
Evangelism Training

Monday, September 26, 2016
7:00 p.m.
Deacons’ Meeting

Sunday AM, September 25 — John 3:1-21
“How Jesus Dealt with People:
Nicodemus the Pharisee”
Sunday PM — Churchwide Fellowship with Tom Ogburn
“Telling Your Faith Story”
Evangelism Training (5-7:30 p.m.)

Prayer Concerns:
Prayer Line — Call Lynn at 661-5726
CP & Betty Tudor, Bill Fletcher, Terry Lynn, Donald Raby, Allen & Starr
Hutchison, Sharon Phillips, Tim Connors, Bill & Liz Roberts, Michelle Henry,
Debbie Villarreal, Anthony Collins, Jim Coram, Fred Wells, Harold Bryson,
Rhonda Cecchin, Glen Patton, family of Shirley Wallace, family of Harvey
Smeltzer, Violet Tudor, Jack Bohanan, Carolyn Gill, Donnie Beeler.

Names will remain on the list for 3 weeks unless otherwise notified that the
name should remain on the list for a longer period of time.
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September 23 — Doug Cox, Fischer Watson
September 25 — Larry Cregger
September 26 — Vanita Holt, Judith Kelley,
Lily Loveday, Ann Perrin
September 28 — Cooper Myers

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

The youth are planning a mission trip to Club 180 in
Kentucky from December 28-31. There will be a very
brief interest meeting following the morning worship
service this Sunday, September 25th.

Wednesday, September 27, 2016
5:30-7:30 p.m.
JustLead Children’s Activities
6:00 p.m.
Bible Study
6:30-7:30 p.m.
ASSEMBLY (Youth Bible Study)
7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal
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Join us this Sunday evening from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m.
For “Telling Your Faith Story”
a personal witnessing training opportunity
led by Dr. Tom Ogburn, Senior Pastor,
First Baptist Church of Knoxville
and former missionary to Southeast Asia.

A light supper will be served between the two sessions.

SEPTEMBER

love god•love people•make disciples

From the Pastor’s Perspective . . .
We’ve had a lot going on! And there’s still more to come.
This past Sunday was a moving time of worship as we celebrated both
baptism and Communion, welcoming Jacob Garner, who is a new believer,
and Leigh Loveday, who is a new Baptist, into our congregation. We still
have two children, Cooper and Zoe Myers, who are awaiting baptism as
new believers. We’ll baptize them sometime in October. For all this, we
rejoice and praise God!
Over the next month we will have several special events.
During October, we will be blessed with hearing from Jeff and Kim
Cruse, IMB missionaries to the Philippines who are on stateside assignment
here in Knoxville, and Roger and Judy Hansard, NAMB missionaries serving the tri-state area while based in Tazewell, TN. The Cruses will be with
us on October 16 speaking in our Sunday morning worship service and
again on Sunday evening sharing more about their work. The Hansards will
be with us on Saturday morning, October 29, 10:00 A.M. to noon to tell us
about their work. These opportunities are open to everyone of all ages! I
hope you’ll be here!
As a way of serving and building bridges into our surrounding communities, we will again host a Life Line Screening event on Monday, October
3. You can read more about that in the handouts located at the Welcome
Center.
And as an outreach to families with children in our surrounding communities, we will resume having a Trunk or Treat event this year on Sunday afternoon, October 30. More details will be forthcoming; in the meantime, you can contact Anthony Collins or the church office to volunteer to
help with this effort.
Like I said, we’ve had a lot going on, and there’s a lot more to come!
One of the most important opportunities we may have this year is coming up this Sunday evening, September 25. You’ve been hearing about it in
the announcements before worship. From 5:00 to 7:30 P.M. in the Cobble
Room, Dr. Tom Ogburn, senior pastor of the First Baptist Church of Knoxville, will be with us to lead a personal witnessing training opportunity
called “Telling Your Faith Story.” Tom has been a church planter in Cary,
NC, a missionary along with his wife Beth to Southeast Asia, and senior
pastor of the First Baptist Church of Oklahoma City and now First Baptist,
Knoxville. He has extensive evangelistic experience in dealing with all
kinds of people from all kinds of backgrounds. He will help us learn more
about how to share the gospel in an engaging, winsome way, firm in the
conviction that Jesus is the only way to the Father. It will be a two-session
study, with a light supper between sessions.
I can’t emphasize enough to you how important this training is. In the
not-too-distant past, an attractional form of evangelism was effective in our
culture. We invited people to come to church where they could hear the
gospel and be saved. Yes, we did do outreach visitation and learned ways
of sharing the gospel. But in many ways, the focus was still in effect on
attracting them to church so we could attract them to Jesus. Now we are in
a time much like that of the early church, where most unbelievers have no
interest in church or desire to come to church for any reason other than a
wedding or funeral. In fact, many today are often uneasy and uncomfortable around things religious. Like the early church, where unbelievers are
not likely to come among us, we must take the gospel to them. And while
there are times that intentional organized efforts are needed, often the most
effective way of sharing the gospel is in the context of daily encounters

with family, friends, neighbors, co-workers, fellow students, or acquaintances.
Relational evangelism coupled with deeds of love and mercy has always been
important, but in our current cultural setting, it’s perhaps more important than
ever. When we build relationships with individuals and groups, relating to them
in loving ways, ministering to spiritual, emotional, and physical needs, then in
the context of those relationships we gain a hearing for a verbal witness as we
share the good news that Jesus is God’s Son and Messiah-King, and that we can
enter His kingdom and experience eternal life by trusting and following Him,
and how that good news has impacted us.
Come Sunday evening and learn more about how to do this!
Grace and peace,

Telling Your Faith Story
Somewhere along the way the idea of telling our faith story became formulaic with names like “The Roman Road” and “Four Spiritual Laws.” The simple truth is that most of us found faith in Jesus because someone we knew
and trusted shared their story with us. Your story is important. How God has
been at work in your life and has spoken to you through the Bible is unique.
Come and join us Sunday evening from 5:00 to 7:30 in the Cobble Room to
discover how your story with God and Scripture can impact the lives of those
you love. A light supper will be served between the two sessions.
There will be a Christmas Workshop for the
Sanctuary Choir on Sunday, October 23rd
after the morning worship service. We will
have soup, salad and singing in preparation
for the Christmas musical worship. Bring a
friend to participate—new voices always
welcome. No experience needed!

The church van will leave
Smithwood at 11:00 a.m. A
sign-up sheet is located on
the Keenager bulletin
board.

11:11 Renewed Strength Through Writing, The Veterans’ Writing
Group, will meet this Friday, September 23, at 6:15pm, in the Conference Room. If you, or any of your Veteran loved ones are interested in attending, please contact Miki Cates @ (865) 888-0313 or
email her at mikicates@yahoo.com if you have any questions. You
do not have to be a creative writer or have any prior writing experience to attend!
*Prior meeting attendance is never a requirement. Spread the word and encourage your veteran loved ones to attend!

Bill and Liz Roberts will be moving to Memphis
to be with their daughter. They will be leaving
our area on Thursday, September 29th. Please
take a moment to drop them a card or give
them a call at 687-9177 before they leave.
They will treasure the memories they have
made with their Smithwood family through the
years. Their new address will be 6746 Garden
Oaks Drive, Memphis, TN, 38120.

We are collecting hygiene
items and peanut butter for
the Regional Education Center during September and
October. Learn more about
this center from Roger and
Judy Hansard on Saturday,
October 29 at 10:00 a.m.
This is an intergenerational
event for all Smithwood
folks.

