Financials from 7-3-16

Ushers: Ray Everett, Dennis Fair, Don Jett, Jack
Holt

Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

83
unavailable

Budget Received (includes $75 IMO Willie Kate Trent, $50 IMO Dr.
Joe Hutton and $50 IMO Frances Cinnamon)
[Budget Requirement for the Week]

$16,428.00

KidsOwn: (through 1st grade)
Anthony and Betty Collins

$8,969.88

Designated Offering Total
Benevolence
Cooperative Program
Fountain City Ministry
Children’s Dept.
Operation Christmas Child

$2,582.00
$177.00
$30.00
$150.00
$425.00
$1,800.00

Overall Total for the Week

$19,010.00

Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 27)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Offertory Prayer: Ray Everett

Nursery:
Jay and Estera Jordan, Sheila Sharp

Sunday, July 10, 2016
8:45 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

$3,565.00
$0.00

Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
Library Opens
Sunday School
Morning Worship Service
Finance Committee
No Service — Family Time

Monday, July 11, 2016
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Lifeline Health Screenings

Prayer Concerns: Prayer Line— Call Lynn at 661-5726
CP & Betty Tudor, Bill Fletcher, Terry Lynn, Donald Raby, Bobbie Mason,
Allen and Starr Hutchison, Debbie Villarreal, Tim Connors, Doris Dalton,
Fred Collis, Larry and Marilyn Mustard, Susie Cox, Sue Beam, family of Willie Kate Trent, Vanita Holt, Sharon Phillips, family of Marie Thompson, family of Shirley Barnes Craig.

Names will remain on the list for 3 weeks unless otherwise notified that the
name should remain on the list for a longer period of time.
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There will be a business meeting next Sunday,
July 17 at 6:00 p.m. Please plan to attend.

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

Wednesday, July 13, 2016
6:00 p.m.
Bible Study
6-7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

Sunday AM, July 10— 1 Samuel 12
“What to Do When You Miss God’s Will”
Sunday PM — No Service, Family Time
Wednesday PM, July 13 —
Zephaniah 3:6-20

Readers
Lori Major
Lynn Bennett

This Week at Smithwood:

$223,728.77
$242,186.76
<$18,457.99>

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
“Down Payment on the Future” project (year to date giving)

Van Driver:
Michael Major

4914 Jacksboro Pike
Knoxville, TN 37918
(865) 689-5448 Phone
(865) 689-0448 Fax

Contact us at smithwood@smithwood.org
Check out our website
www.smithwood.org
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From the Pastor’s Perspective . . .
In every age, change is a part of life. And it seems to be an even
greater part of life now than in previous generations. The pace of change
is probably more rapid now than at any other time in the history of humanity. In the past 120 years, we have gone from traveling by horse and
buggy and trains to traveling by automobiles, airplanes, rockets and
space shuttles. The Hubble Telescope has given us incredible pictures of
parts of our universe that are many light years away. Computers used to
fill rooms; now we carry them on our belts or in our pockets or wear
them on our wrists (smartphones and smartwatches). There have been
incredible advances in medicine as well, not to mention developments
that have made life much more comfortable and far more convenient.
The values and morals of the society around have also changed—
some for the better (attitudes about race and ethnicity, women’s equality, etc.—though there is still a long way to go), some for the worse (the
moral decay resulting from the societal revolutions of the 1960s, the
growing unwillingness to take personal responsibility for one’s own life
and actions, etc.). Sin has always been around, but in recent decades, it
seems many people have become proud of it.
Another significant change is that religious commitment and church
participation have seen a significant decline over the past several decades. I recently received a copy of an “Evangelscape Profile” of Knox
County that was prepared for the First Baptist Church of Concord by the
Intercultural Institute for Contextual Ministry. It was published in
March of this year, and shows a much different picture of Knox County
than we might think.
In the not-so-distant past, church participation was pretty much a
given for the majority of the population in an area like ours. That is no
longer true. Out of a population of 428,561 people in Knox County,
19.26% “actively attend any kind of Christian church” (active is defined
as attending a religious service one time a week). This includes Evangelical (Southern Baptists are counted in this category), Mainline
Protestant, Black Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Eastern Orthodox
churches.
A very disturbing finding of this report is that 40.82% on the Knox
County population fall into the category of “Dones,” defined as “the
dechurched or ‘lapsed’ religious people who are ‘becoming fed up with
the church and are leaving it.’” In other words, they have an affiliation
with a church, but have chosen no longer to be involved. Granted, some
may be participating in alternative forms of Christian community—
Bible studies, informal house churches, etc.—but most have simple
ceased participating actively in any kind of Christian church. To put this
into perspective, of the people in Knox County who have some kind of
church affiliation (either official membership or self-identified), more
than twice as many do not actively participate in a church as do. That is
disturbing.
The third category is the “Nones.” These are “those who have no
religious affiliation. They are not members or attenders of any religious
organization.” This group makes up 39.34% of the Knox County population. Nationwide, the Nones are at the highest percentage they have
ever been. Though some of them may consider themselves “spiritual,”
they have no interest in any kind of organized religion.

The last category is World Religions, which in Knox County include
those of the Muslim, Jewish, Baha’i, and Hindu faiths. They make up
0.53% of the county population, with a significant majority not actively
participating in their religion at this time.
My hunch is that this is a very different picture of Knox County than
the 1950s, 60s, 70s, 80s, and 90s, or even 2000. The fact is that our county
is in some ways more like the mission field than the county it was just a
few decades ago. What does that mean for us as we seek to be the church
of Jesus Christ and to be on mission with Him in the world?
I hope to explore that question with you in this space and in conversations over the next several weeks. I would be interested in hearing your reactions to this information and what you think it means for us as a church.
Please feel free to call me or email me (mgaskins@smithwood.org). I’d be
happy to talk with you face to face as well. This is a crucial question for the
future of the Lord’s church here at Smithwood. Let’s prayerfully explore it
together.
Grace and peace,

July 9 — Carolyn Housley
July 10 — Mary Kirk
July 11 — Katherine Loy,
Jacob Arnwine
July 12 — Teresa Cooper
July 13 — Jay Jordan

Calling All Youth!!
Wednesday, July 20, 6:00-8:30 p.m.
Meet at Hollis and Betsy Loveday’s house at 6:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, July 20th for some fun in the sun. Drinks and
hot dogs will be provided. Don’t be all wet—come join the
fun!

