Financials from 7-10-16

Ushers: Chris Kirby, Jay Jordan, Michael Lail,
Woody Johnson

Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

90
132

Offertory Prayer: Chris Kirby
KidsOwn: (through 1st grade)
Anthony and Betty Collins

$5,010.00
$8,969.88

Budget Received (includes $200 IHO Ray Everett and Elmer Sharp)
[Budget Requirement for the Week]
Designated Offering Total
Capital Improvement
Trustees

Nursery:

$600.00
$50.00
$550.00

Overall Total for the Week

Susan Bennett and Brandon McWhirter

$5,610.00

Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 28)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Sunday, July 17, 2016
8:45 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

$3,615.00
$0.00

4:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

CP & Betty Tudor, Bill Fletcher, Terry Lynn, Donald Raby, Bobbie Mason,
Allen and Starr Hutchison, Debbie Villarreal, Tim Connors, Doris Dalton,
Fred Collis, Larry and Marilyn Mustard, Susie Cox, Sue Beam, family of Willie Kate Trent, Vanita Holt, Sharon Phillips, family of Marie Thompson, family of Shirley Barnes Craig.

Names will remain on the list for 3 weeks unless otherwise notified that the
name should remain on the list for a longer period of time.
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Prayer Concerns: Prayer Line— Call Lynn at 661-5726

Trustees Meeting
Business Meeting

Saturday, July 23, 2016
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Parents Day Out

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

July 16 — Phillip Beeler
July 18 — Hannah Hankins
July 20 — Gib Galyon
July 21 — Margaret Brown

Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
Library Opens
Sunday School
Morning Worship Service

Wednesday, July 20, 2016
6:00 p.m.
Bible Study
6-7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

Sunday AM, July 17— Amos 7:1-8:14
“Portraits of God’s Judgment”
Sunday PM — Business Meeting
Wednesday PM, July 20 —
Micah 1:1-16

There will be a business meeting this Sunday, July 17, at 6:00
p.m. Please plan to attend.

Readers
Lisa Moore
Miki Cates

This Week at Smithwood:

$228,738.77
$251,156.64
<$22,417.87>

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
“Down Payment on the Future” project (year to date giving)

Van Driver:
Terry Bennett

4914 Jacksboro Pike
Knoxville, TN 37918
(865) 689-5448 Phone
(865) 689-0448 Fax

Contact us at smithwood@smithwood.org
Check out our website
www.smithwood.org
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love god•love people•make disciples

From the Pastor’s Perspective . . .
Last week in my column I reflected on how change is a part of life
in any age, and how the pace of change has so accelerated in our day
that it is perhaps more rapid now than at any other time in human history. We’ve seen incredible technological changes just over the past three
decades, and major changes in the values and morals of our society over
the past 50 years, and particularly over the past two decades.
I also shared with you some disturbing information about the significant decline in religious commitment and participation here in Knox
County, drawn from a recently published “Evangelscape Profile” prepared for FBC Concord by the Intercultural Institute for Contextual
Ministry. To summarize briefly, only 19.26% of Knox County’s
428,561 population attend any kind of Christian church once a week,
40.82% fall into the category of “Dones” (those who have some kind of
affiliation with a Christian church, but have chosen no longer to be involved), and 39.34% identify as “Nones” (those who have no religious
affiliation). The other 0.53% belong to World Religions (Muslim, Jewish, Baha’i, or Hindu). You might say that this is not your grandparents’
Knox County!
Change has been thrust upon us, whether we want it or not. We have
to accept that such change is real—just look at the community and
world around us! And that can be scary. It’s unfamiliar, and it threatens
what we’ve always been accustomed to and how we have done things
for years. But we have to realize that change is inevitable. Things can
never stay exactly the same. People who have been here leave or die.
New people come in. New challenges arise. Old resources or programs
dwindle or come to an end. And in some ways, change is often necessary. It is built in to how we do things. We rotate lay leadership. We add
new ministries. We baptize new believers and receive new members.
Ministry and support staff members come and go over the years. With
all these things, there is change.
Now we can deal with change in a variety of ways.
We can react to it in fear and hunker down, resisting it. Indeed,
some types of change should be resisted, such as the constant call for
the church to change its views on certain theological, moral, and ethical
issues—views that are grounded in Scripture and the 3,500 year history
of God’s people, views that the church throughout the world continues
to hold, except for some in the “enlightened” West. But this kind of resistance should be based on Biblical and theological principle rather
than fear, and should be loving rather than hateful or degrading.
Sometimes we resist change because we fear we will lose control of
things, or maybe just because it’s unfamiliar. Someone has aptly said
that the seven last words of a Baptist church are, “We never did it that
way before.” Sometimes we reluctantly yield to change, but we go along
with it “kicking and screaming.”
Not all change is negative, even if may be painful at first. Yet we
often resist even positive change. You know the old adage—“If it ain’t
broke, don’t fix it.” Sometimes things aren’t broken, but they can be improved with appropriate change. And sometimes we have trouble seeing
that some things are broken because we’ve become so accustomed to
them as they are. So we resist change.

There is a better way to respond to appropriate change—the kind of
changes we may need to consider if we are to reach out to a community
around us that is very different than it was even just ten years ago. We can
embrace change—we can be proactive rather than reactive. Knox County
has become a mission field, much more like where our North American and
international missionaries serve than it’s been since it was first settled.
What we need is a missionary mindset—a deliberate change in how we
think, so that we begin to think like missionaries both as a congregation
and as individual disciples.
Now understand that when we embrace change, it should never be
change for the sake of change or novelty. It should only and always be in
response to the movement of the Holy Spirit. Change in the church must be
Spirit-led and Spirit-guided. This kind of change will respect and honor our
history and heritage, remembering how God has moved in the past and
holding on to the best of who we are and what we do. While some new
ministries may be added or may replace other ministries that are no longer
effective, and how we do some things may change, they will all be consistent (though not identical) with how God has worked in the past in
Scripture, in history, and in our experience as a congregation.
Even then, change may be uncomfortable at first, and may continue to
be for a while. But when we’re following Jesus fearlessly into the future
loving God, loving people, and making disciples, the changes God leads us
into will be life-giving and revitalizing.
Next week I want to share with you some shifts in thinking that a congregation needs to make to be healthy and vital.
Grace and peace,

Thanks to each of you for your prayers, cards and
expressions of sympathy shown to the family during
the recent death of my sister, Shirley Barnes Craig.
She was baptized and married at Smithwood. We
often talked of our many memories from childhood
days at church. It was there that both of us started
our walk with the Lord and it was so comforting to
know that many still remembered her as she ended
her journey here on earth.
Barbara Ironside

Calling All Youth!!
Wednesday, July 20,
6:00-8:30 p.m.
Meet at Hollis and Betsy
Loveday’s house at 6:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, July 20th for some
fun in the sun. Drinks and hot
dogs will be provided. Don’t be
all wet—come join the fun!

