Ushers: Donnie Black, Elmer Sharp, Tom Wylie,
Doug Arnold

Budget Received ($150 IMO Frances Cinnamon)
[Budget Requirement for the Week]
Designated Offering Total
Fountain City Ministry Center
Benevolence (Lord’s Supper)
Capital Improvement
Operation Christmas Child
Lottie Moon ($100 IMO Frances Cinnamon)
Children’s Dept.
KY Mission/Club 180
Overall Total for the Week
Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 18)
+Over/<Under> for the Year
Capital Improvement (year to date giving)

Sunday AM, May 8 — John 17
“The Last Will and Testament of Jesus Christ”
Sunday 6:00 PM — No service, family time
Wednesday PM, May 11 — Ephesians 4:1-32

Prayer Concerns: Prayer Line—
Call Lynn at 661-5726
CP & Betty Tudor, Bill Fletcher,
Terry Lynn, Donald Raby, Bobbie
Mason, Allen and Starr Hutchison,
Sharon Phillips, Debbie Villarreal,
Tim Connors, Doris Dalton, Ethel
Julian, Fred Colis, Larry and Marilyn Mustard, John Cooper, Dr. Joe
Hutton, family of Christine Miller,
family of Frances Cinnamon, Willie Kate Trent, Robert Norris, Jean
Dunbar, Fletcher Dudney, Susie
Cox.
Names will remain on the list for 3
weeks unless otherwise notified that
the name should remain on the list
for a longer period of time.

99
142

Offertory Prayer: Doug Arnold
KidsOwn: (through 1st grade)
Anthony and Betty Collins

$12,954.00
$8,969.88
$2,079.00
$50.00
$207.00
$75.00
$1,200.00
$100.00
$435.00
$12.00

Nursery:
David and Linda Smith, Nancy Kirby

Van Driver:
Terry Bennett

Readers
Lisa Moore
Miki Cates

This Week at Smithwood:
Sunday, May 8, 2016
8:45 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

$15,033.00
$146,864.02
$161,457.84
<$14,593.82>

6:00 p.m.

Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
Library Opens
Sunday School
Morning Worship Service
No Service—Family Time

Tuesday, May 10, 2016
10:00 a.m.
Women on Mission

$3,290.00

Wednesday, May 11, 2016
5:00 p.m.
JustLead Children’s Activities
6:00 p.m.
Adult Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study
7-8:00 p.m.
Handbell and Choir Rehearsal

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

THE SPIRE (U.S.P.S. 490-660) is published weekly (except last week of year) by Smithwood Baptist
Church, 4914 Jacksboro Pike, Knoxville, TN 37918; (865) 689-5448; www.Smithwood.org. Periodical
postage paid at Knoxville, TN. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Spire, 4914 Jacksboro
Pike, Knoxville, TN 37918.

Financials from 5-1-16

4914 Jacksboro Pike
Knoxville, TN 37918
(865) 689-5448 Phone
(865) 689-0448 Fax

Contact us at smithwood@smithwood.org
Check out our website
www.smithwood.org

The Spire
Vol. 66 Friday, May 6, 2016 no. 18

MAY

love god•love people•make disciples

From the Pastor’s Perspective . . .

All Smithwood ladies are cordially invited to the Women on Mission meeting Tuesday, May 10 at
10:00 a.m. Susan Conners will be our
guest to share about her recent visit
with the Holmes in Poland, and she
will also give us an update on her missionary daughter,
Leslie. Our project for this month will be making donations to
Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes.

The following story has circulated through the years in various
venues. While I can’t cite a source for it, it is indeed instructive, and
deserves our consideration.
A member of a certain church, who previously had been attending services regularly, stopped going. After a few weeks, the
pastor decided to visit him.
It was a chilly evening. The pastor found the man alone at
home, sitting before a blazing fire. Guessing the reason for his
pastor’s visit, the man welcomed him, led him to a comfortable
chair near the fireplace and waited.
The pastor made himself at home but said nothing. In the
grave silence, he contemplated the dance of the flames around
the burning logs.
After some minutes, the pastor took the fire tongs, carefully
picked up a brightly burning ember, and placed it to one side on
the hearth all alone.
Then he sat back in his chair, still silent. The host watched all
this in quiet contemplation. As the one lone ember’s flame flickered and diminished, there was a momentary glow and then its
fire was no more. Soon it was cold and dead.
Not a word had been spoken since the initial greeting. The
pastor glanced at his watch and realized it was time to leave. He
slowly stood up, picked up the cold, dead ember and placed it in
back in the middle of the fire.
Immediately it began to glow once more with the light and
warmth of the burning coals around it. As the pastor reached the
door to leave, his host said with a tear running down his cheek,
“Thank you so much for your visit and especially for the fiery
sermon. I shall be back in church next Sunday.”
In these difficult days, we need to remember that we as believers
need the fellowship of God’s people. We experience it in many
ways—Sunday School, fellowship meals, get-togethers, etc. But the
most important way we experience it is when we come together as
the body of Christ for corporate worship—praying together, lifting
up our songs of praise and thanksgiving together, and hearing God’s
Word and responding to it together.
On another note, let me remind you to continue to pray for our
JustLead children’s program, our upcoming Vacation Bible School
and other summer ministry activities with the children, and our ongoing youth ministry efforts.
I hope to see you Sunday as we experience the warmth of God’s
Spirit and our fellowship together in Him.
Grace and peace,

Thank you for the consolation you and
the Smithwood congregation gave to us
during our time of grief.
Enclosed is a check for the Lottie
Moon Offering, in memory of Frances
Cinnamon.
Vacation Bible School will be here before
you know it! Already the signs are
here...upstairs in the children’s hall, there
are already barnyard animals dangling
from the ceiling……
We need volunteers to help make our VBS
a success. We need helpers to lead the
children from class to class, fix snacks, assist with crafts, direct music and games,
and share the Bible lesson. If you are not
available to help during the evenings, you
can pitch in to help decorate or do other
things ahead of time.

The Cinnamon Family

May 6—Greta Pearson
May 8—Katie Garrett

Visit https://vbsmate.com/
SmithwoodBaptistVBS to sign up, call the
office, or sign up on the VBS bulletin
board (across from the Welcome Center).
Questions? See Susan Bennett.

Honor Fountain City Day—Monday, May 30th
As has been our tradition, Smithwood will have a tent
so that we can reach out to our community. Volunteers
are needed and appreciated. Sign up at the Welcome Center.

