Financials from 1-31-16
Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

99
142

Ushers: Michael Major, Randy Pyne, Steve Moore,
Maynard Nordmoe
Offertory Prayer: Michael Major
KidsOwn: (through 1st grade)
Anthony and Betty Collins

$10,009.00
$8,969.88

Designated Offering Total
Cooperative Program
Fountain City Ministry
Literature
Capital Improvement
Children’s Christmas Gifts
Churchwide Fellowship
Flowers
Children’s Ministry
WMU

$749.00
$30.00
$100.00
$15.00
$45.00
$50.00
$4.00
$50.00
$435.00
$20.00

Overall Total for the Week

Nursery:
Lori Major, Brenda Adams,
Stefanie Whicker

Sunday, February 7, 2016
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service

$10,758.00

5:00 p.m.

$31,482.16
$44,849.40
<$13,367.24>

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
“Down Payment on the Future” project (year to date giving)

$225.00
$0.00

Sunday AM, February 7 — John 6:25-35
“The Bread of Life”
Sunday 6:00 PM — Communion Service
Wednesday PM, February 10 — Ash Wednesday Service
February 8 — Madge Robinson
February 9 — Glenda Hatfield
February 10 — James Davis
February 13 — Jack Bohanan

Weekdays: In the event of snow or ice at night or early morning, the office will be open as soon as possible, if possible. Please call the church
before going there.
Wednesday PM: If schools are closed, there will be no evening activities.
Sundays: Check our website at smithwood.org or monitor WATE Channel
6 TV or WBIR Channel 10’s website. (WBIR no longer lists churches on
TV.) You may also call the church; a message will indicate whether we will
be open.

Communion Service

Wednesday, February 10, 2016
5:00 p.m.
JustLead Children’s Activities
6:00 p.m.
Ash Wednesday Service

Miki Cates
Anthony Collins

4914 Jacksboro Pike
Knoxville, TN 37918
(865) 689-5448 Phone
(865) 689-0448 Fax

Contact us at smithwood@smithwood.org
Check out our website
www.smithwood.org
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Van Driver:
Hollis Loveday

FEBRUARY

love god•love people•make disciples

From the Pastor’s Perspective . . .
From the early centuries of the Christian Church and throughout its
history, Christians have prepared to celebrate Easter by observing a season that came to be known as “Lent.” For the churches originating in the
West, Lent will begin this week with Ash Wednesday on February 10 (the
Eastern Orthodox churches’ observance of Lent varies in some ways from
the churches in the West).
In the Western churches, Lent is a period of 40 days, interspersed with
six Sundays, leading up to Easter. The Sundays, which are all “little Easters” (resurrection celebrations), are not included in calculating the 40
days. The span of 40 is an important theme in Scripture—Moses was on
the mountain with the LORD for 40 days and nights, writing down the covenant for the second time after the people had gone astray worshiping the
golden calf. After the people refused to enter the Promised Land, they
wandered in the wilderness for 40 years before God finally brought them
into the land. The 40 days of Lent echo those 40s, but specifically correspond with Jesus’ 40 days and nights of fasting and prayer in the wilderness.
As I have pointed out before, throughout our history, Baptists in general have given little attention to the Christian calendar (except for Christmas and Easter). This is especially true of Lent. Nevertheless, in recent
decades, a growing number of Baptists have begun to find great meaning
in observing the rhythm of the Christian Year, especially the seasons of
Advent and Lent. I’m grateful that Smithwood is among that number!
Whereas Advent prepares us to celebrate the coming of Christ and to
look for his promised return, Lent is a period of self-examination and penitence, prayer, and fasting that prepares us to remember Jesus’ Passion
and death and to celebrate the victory of his resurrection. This is the reason for the custom of “giving up” something (fasting) during Lent. Lent
reminds us that Jesus calls us to deny ourselves, take up our crosses, and
follow him through death to resurrection. Observing Lent can help us
grow deeper in our relationship with Christ as his disciples and with his
church as fellow members of the body of Christ.
Though it may be relatively new to us, Christians in the West have
observed Ash Wednesday at least since the 8th century. It begins the season of Lent with self-examination and repentance. In ancient times inward
repentance was often expressed through wearing sackcloth and putting
ashes on one’s head. In Ash Wednesday services, many Christians receive
the sign of the cross on their foreheads made with ashes as an outward
sign of penitence.
In 2013 we had what was, I believe, our first Ash Wednesday service
at Smithwood. It was very well received and appreciated by those who
participated. The same was true in 2014 when we had this service. Last
year we had to cancel our Ash Wednesday service because of snow. We
first delayed it a week, then had snow again the following week and
couldn’t have it.
The Lord willing, we will observe Ash Wednesday and the beginning of
Lent this year with a special worship service in the sanctuary at 6:00 p.m.
on February 10 in place of our regular Wednesday evening Bible study
(resuming our current study, Treasure in Jars of Clay (2 Corinthians), the
following Wednesday in the Cobble Room). As in previous years, the opportunity to receive the sign of the cross made with ashes of the palms

of a previous year’s Palm Sunday service will be available in our service.
But the most important way of participating in this service will be engaging
in self-examination and repentance, both individually and corporately.
As we move through the Lenten season toward Easter, on Sunday mornings we’ll be focusing on some key passages from the Gospel according to
John. In our worship and in your daily devotionals, take some time to take a
spiritual inventory. Ask yourself frankly, and respond to yourself and the
Lord honestly, “Am I truly seeking to follow Jesus Christ as Lord and grow
toward maturity in him as a part of his church? Am I truly seeking to be on
mission with him in the world? Am I living faithfully in authentic covenant
community with his church?”
As God continues his work among us, I pray that this season of reflection and remembrance, confession and commitment, will prepare us to celebrate joyfully the victory of Christ’s glorious resurrection at Easter!

We wish to take this opportunity to thank our church
family for all of the love and
support you have shown us
during the recent passing of
Michael’s father, Hugh
“Bud” Kane and his aunt.
Your cards and words of
sympathy were of great comfort to our family.

Grace and peace,

Michael and Sarah Kane

Please bring soup, other canned foods, or staples to be sent to Western Heights and Montgomery Village Baptist Centers for distribution to
those in need. There is a collection bin in the
Welcome Center and one near the elevator entrance. The deadline is Sunday, February 7.
Thank you for helping!
Prayer Concerns:

Prayer Line— Call Lynn at 661-5726

Bobbie Mason, Allen and Starr Hutchison, Terry Lynn, Donald Raby, Sharon
Phillips, Missy Lantz, Debbie Villarreal, Bradley Parker, Cayce Guy, Sue Beam,
Tim Connors, Elizabeth Estes, Paul Caton, Paul Galyon, Jim Coram, Sonny Miracle, family of Pam Nolen, Judy Cregger, Larry Mustard, Jim Keebler, Liz Roberts, family of Dana Henegar, Doris Dalton, Peggy Ray, Bethany Chu.
Names will remain on the list for 3 weeks unless otherwise notified that the name
should remain on the list for a longer period of time.

