Financials from 2-21-16
Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

101
128

Budget Received (includes $75 IMO Peggy Ray)
[Budget Requirement for the Week]

$4,494.00
$8,969.88

Designated Offering Total
Capital Improvement
JustLead ($20 IMO Peggy Ray)
KY Mission/Club 180
Operation Christmas Child
Music Min. (includes $100 IMO Nancy Cameron)

$585.00
$45.00
$20.00
$20.00
$400.00
$100.00

Overall Total for the Week

Ushers: Hollis Loveday, Michael Kane, Larry Cregger, Gib Galyon
Offertory Prayer: Michael Kane
KidsOwn: (through 1st grade)
Anthony and Betty Collins
Nursery:
Don and Donna Jett
Lisa Moore

Sunday, February 28, 2016
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service

$58,091.16
$71,759.04
<$13,777.88>

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
“Down Payment on the Future” project (year to date giving)

Readers
Jean Dunbar
Miki Cates

This Week at Smithwood:

$5,079.00

Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 8)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Van Driver:
Terry Bennett

6:00 p.m.

$360.00
$0.00

No Evening Worship—Family Time

Wednesday, March 2, 2016
5:00 p.m.
JustLead Children’s Activities
6:00 p.m.
Adult Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study
6:00 p.m.
Handbell and Choir Practice

4914 Jacksboro Pike
Knoxville, TN 37918
(865) 689-5448 Phone
(865) 689-0448 Fax

Contact us at smithwood@smithwood.org
Check out our website
www.smithwood.org
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In the last quarter of 2016, the
people of Smithwood Baptist
Church shared 26 donations
with Karm Stores. These donations helped provide 620 meals
to guests at the Knox Area Rescue Ministries. Thank you,
Smithwood, for your donations.
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March 1 — Sally Bishop, Nell Alfaro, Angie Fair
March 3 — Michael Lail

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

Sunday AM, February 28 — John 11:1-46
“When His Ways Don’t Make Sense”
Sunday 6:00 PM — No Service, Family Time
Wednesday PM, March 2 — 2 Corinthians 10:1-18

FEBRUARY

love god•love people•make disciples

From the Pastor’s Perspective . . .
In his book, The Cost of Discipleship, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German pastor-theologian who was executed for his resistance to Hitler and
the Third Reich during World War II, wrote:
The cross is laid on every Christian. The first Christ
-suffering which every man must experience is the
call to abandon the attachments of this world. It is
that dying of the old man which is the result of his
encounter with Christ. As we embark upon discipleship we surrender ourselves to Christ in union
with his death—we give over our lives to death.
Thus it begins; the cross is not the terrible end to an
otherwise godfearing and happy life, but it meets us
at the beginning of our communion with Christ.
When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.
It may be a death like that of the first disciples who
had to leave home and work to follow him, or it
may be a death like Luther’s, who had to leave the
monastery and go out into the world. But it is the
same death every time—death in Jesus Christ, the
death of the old man at his call. Jesus’ summons to
the rich young man was calling him to die, because
only the man who is dead to his own will can follow Christ.
“When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.” What a reminder in
the midst of Lent! Bonhoeffer was talking about exactly what Jesus told
those who gathered around him to hear his teaching in Luke 9:23-24
(ESV):
23 And

he said to all, “If anyone would come after
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and
follow me. 24 For whoever would save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.

In the ancient Mediterranean world, a cross was designed for one thing,
and one thing only. It was an instrument of execution. It was for dying.
Jesus was saying that if we want to follow him, we must be willing to
die to ourselves, certainly spiritually, and if necessary, physically. We are
to be so trusting in him and so loyally committed to him, that if remaining
faithful to him means giving up our physical life, we are willing to give it
up. Luke’s account of Jesus’ words remind us that this is a commitment
we must renew each day—we must deny ourselves and take up our cross
daily and follow him. In the midst of correcting their misunderstandings
about the resurrection at the last day, Paul told the Corinthians, “I die every day!” (1 Corinthians 15:31, ESV).
In his book, Mere Christianity, C. S. Lewis put it rather bluntly:
Christ says, “Give me All. I don’t want so much of
your time and so much of your money and so much
of your work: I want You. I have not come to torment your natural self, but to kill it . . . . I will give
you a new self instead. In fact, I will give you Myself: my own will shall become yours.”

That is indeed Christ’s intention—that we die to ourselves so that he might
live through us.
As we move through our Lenten journey focusing on following Jesus,
don’t lose sight of this reality: we must die to self to experience life in
Christ. As one of my teachers often put it, “You can’t have a resurrection
until somebody dies.” So if we want to participate in the life Christ gives, we
must die to ourselves, just as we must die physically to share with Christ in
the resurrection of the body at the last day (unless we’re living when Jesus
returns).
When you think of it from that perspective, then the words of another of
my teachers comes to mind: “If you know that you’re going to live again,
then it really doesn’t matter if you die.”
Grace and peace,

Please feel free to pick up a copy of
“A Guide to Lent” to help you understand the meaning and spirituality of
the Lenten season. Copies are available at the Welcome Center.

Thank you so much for
all Smithwood has done
for our family during
Pam’s passing. We appreciate all your prayers
and thoughts during this
difficult time.
Respectfully,
The Nolen Family

The 2nd Annual Golf Tournament (to benefit FCMC) will be held on
Saturday, May 28th. Golfers, save the date!
Did you know . . .the Ministry Center served 1210 seniors, 4636
adults, and 2782 children in 2015. 3722 bags of groceries were distributed. Clothing was given to 924 children, including shoes to 845
and coats to 458. The total value of services was $168,963.
Volunteers are needed to manage the warehouse and oversee some
renovation work to the facility. If interested, please contact Bill
Keeler at BKeeler1@comcast.net.
Donations of gently-used spring clothing for children are always appreciated. Deliver clothing any time during regular hours of operation.
Prayer Concerns:

Prayer Line— Call Lynn at 661-5726

Bobbie Mason, Allen and Starr Hutchison, Terry Lynn, Donald Raby, Sharon
Phillips, Missy Lantz, Debbie Villarreal, Bradley Parker, Cayce Guy, Tim Connors, Elizabeth Estes, Paul Caton, Paul Galyon, Jim Coram, Sonny Miracle, family of Pam Nolen, Judy Cregger, Jim Keebler, Liz Roberts, family of Dana Henegar, Doris Dalton, family of Peggy Ray, Etta Sands, Angie Fair, Ethel Julian, Gib
Galyon, family of Ken Ruffner.
Names will remain on the list for 3 weeks unless otherwise notified that the name
should remain on the list for a longer period of time.

