Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

99
115

Offertory Prayer: Phillip Beeler
KidsOwn: (through 1st grade)
Anthony and Betty Collins

$5,384.00
$8,969.88

Budget Received (includes $100 IMO Peggy Ray)
[Budget Requirement for the Week]
Designated Offering Total
Capital Improvement
Annie Armstrong
Cooperative Program
Benevolence

$107.00
$45.00
$12.00
$30.00
$20.00

Overall Total for the Week
Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 7)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Ushers: Ken Adams, Phillip Beeler, Fred Cannon,
David Smith

Nursery:
Kevin Broyles, JoAnn Gaskins, Loretta Miller

Sunday, February 21, 2016
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service

$5,491.00
$53,597.16
$62,789.16
<$9,192.00>

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
“Down Payment on the Future” project (year to date giving)

4:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

$315.00
$0.00

Wednesday, February 24, 2016
5:00 p.m.
JustLead Children’s Activities
6:00 p.m.
Adult Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study
6:00 p.m.
Handbell and Choir Practice

Wednesday PM: If schools are closed, there will be no evening activities.
Sundays: Check our website at smithwood.org or monitor WATE Channel
6 TV or WBIR Channel 10’s website. (WBIR no longer lists churches on
TV.) You may also call the church; a message will indicate whether we will
be open.

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

Weekdays: In the event of snow or ice at night or early morning, the office will be open as soon as possible, if possible. Please call the church
before going there.

Trustees Meeting
No Evening Worship—Family Time

Monday, February 22, 2016
7:00 p.m.
Deacons Meeting

Sunday AM, February 21 — John 9:1-41
“But Now I See”
Sunday 6:00 PM — No Service, Family Time
Wednesday PM, February 24 — 2 Corinthians 8:1-9:15

February 23 — Wendy Smith
February 24 — Bill Roberts

Van Driver:
Michael Major

Readers
Judith Kelley
Lynn Bennett

This Week at Smithwood:
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love god•love people•make disciples

As we have spent many weeks
going over major themes of the
Bible in hopes the students see
the Bible as one big story and
make the task of reading God's
word on their own less intimidating, we come to a major
theme amongst major themes,
THE CHURCH. We have been
spending one Wednesday night
per theme; however, for “The
Church” I have spread it out
over two Wednesday nights.
How important is it that the
church understand its identity?
Well, Francis Chan has this to
say in his book "Multiply," "If the church does not understand its identity
and its role in the world, then it is bound to be confused, paralyzed, and
ineffective." The church is God's chosen people that Jesus left in his place
to carry on His mission. If we do not understand who we are and what
we should be doing as the church, we are not taking Jesus's mission seriously. The plan of redemption rests on the church and thus understanding our identity and what we should be doing is crucial.
This article is not big enough to cover or give the topic justice as to a
full explanation of the Church. However, I will briefly go over some of the
areas I discussed with our youth on the first night. We focused on Acts
2:42-47. First, it is impossible to "love Jesus but hate the church." This is
a very prevalent idea in our culture today, the idea that I will do it on my
own because I do not love people or organized religion. I am not going to
say the church as a whole does not have its problems, but Jesus did not
give us the option to give up on her and would certainly not approve of
hating her. Let's remember, Jesus died to save the church!!!
Second, the early church devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching. Simple enough, right? We still have the apostles’ teaching to this day
in the form of the Bible. God's word is and always has been central to the
life of the church.
Third, the early church was devoted to fellowship. I am not talking
about church picnics, potlucks, or spending time in the "fellowship hall."
Our society has become so shallow that we put on our, what I like to call,
"Sunday face" and act like everything is okay. This is not the type of
fellowship the early church shared. They were real people sharing their
lives on a deep level, meeting needs and joining to fulfill a real mission.
They loved each other and cared deeply about God and His mission.
Fourth, they broke bread together. More often than not the Lord's
Supper was practiced as part of a larger shared meal and was an expression of their common faith. In taking communion we are proclaiming that
Jesus's sacrifice is central to our mission and our life together as the
church.
Finally, the church is devoted to prayer. The importance of prayer can
not be emphasized enough. It is our means of getting strength and

guidance from the Lord. Let us not lose our dependence on God and put
prayer aside. If God does not work through us, we will not able to do what
we are called to do. Devotion to prayer is a declaration of our dependence
on God as we seek his will in taking Jesus to the earth. May devotion to
prayer define the attitude of the church today!!
Talk to our youth and ask them to define or give some characteristics of
the church. Their understanding of God's chosen vessel to carry the name
of Jesus to the end of the earth depends on how well they understand their
identity as part of the church.
In His Service,
Jimbo
Prayer Focus: Ask God to guide and empower your church for the mission
He has given you. Pray that the church today would be everything that God
designed it to be.

Bon Voyage to
the Holmes
Beverly and Ted will be leaving
Knoxville to return to their mission field in Warsaw, Poland, on
March 6. We would like to send
them off with many Smithwood
good wishes for safe travel and
their mission work. You may
bring your own card or use one
of the Smithwood cards located
on the table in the Welcome Center. The deadline is Sunday, February 28th.
Prayer Concerns:

Prayer Line— Call Lynn at 661-5726

Bobbie Mason, Allen and Starr Hutchison, Terry Lynn, Donald Raby, Sharon
Phillips, Missy Lantz, Debbie Villarreal, Bradley Parker, Cayce Guy, Tim Connors, Elizabeth Estes, Paul Caton, Paul Galyon, Jim Coram, Sonny Miracle, family of Pam Nolen, Judy Cregger, Larry Mustard, Jim Keebler, Liz Roberts, family
of Dana Henegar, Doris Dalton, family of Peggy Ray, Bethany Chu, Etta Sands,
Angie Fair, Ethel Julian, Gib Galyon.
Names will remain on the list for 3 weeks unless otherwise notified that the name
should remain on the list for a longer period of time.

