Financials from 10-23-16
Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

102
142

Budget Received (includes $200 IMO Wayne Kirk)
[Budget Requirement for the Week]
Designated Offering Total
Golden Offering
Capital Improvement
Operation Christmas Child
Fountain City Ministry

Ushers: Ken Adams, Phillip Beeler, Fred Cannon,
David Smith
Offertory Prayer: David Smith
KidsOwn: (through 1st grade)
Anthony and Betty Collins

$4,975.95
$8,969.88

Readers

$298.00
$20.00
$50.00
$128.00
$100.00

Overall Total for the Week

Nursery:
Kevin Broyles, JoAnn Gaskins, Susan Bennett

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
Golden Offering To Date

Anthony Collins
Lori Major

This Week at Smithwood:

$5,273.95

Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 43)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Van Driver:
Terry Bennett

Sunday, October 30, 2016
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service with Baptism and Communion

$348,825.71
$385,704.84
<$36,879.13>
$4,285.00
$5,530.00

4:00-6:00 p.m.

Trunk or Treat

Wednesday, November 2, 2016
5:30-7:30 p.m.
JustLead Children’s Activities
6:00 p.m.
Bible Study
6:30-7:30 p.m.
ASSEMBLY (Youth Bible Study)
7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

Sunday AM, October 30 — Romans 12:1-5
“Belonging to the Body”
Sunday PM — Trunk or Treat
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Thursday, November 3, 2016
6:45 p.m.
Veterans’ Writing Group

October 28 — Stefanie Whicker
October 29 — Bob Zachary
November 1 — Rodney Loveday
November 2 — Elmer Sharp
November 3 — Bob Lay
Prayer Concerns:
Prayer Line — Call Lynn
at 661-5726
CP & Betty Tudor, Bill Fletcher, Terry Lynn, Donald Raby, Allen & Starr
Hutchison, Sharon Phillips, Bill & Liz Roberts, Michelle Henry, Debbie Villarreal, Harold Bryson, Violet Tudor, Donnie Beeler, Sue Beam, Katherine
Loy, Gladys Ybarra, family of Tim Connors, family of Joe Everett.
Names will remain on the list for 3 weeks unless otherwise notified that the
name should remain on the list for a longer period of time.
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There will be a benevolence offering at the
door this Sunday. The proceeds from this
offering will go towards helping the less
fortunate of our community.

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

Wednesday PM, November 2 — TBA

OCTOBER

love god•love people•make disciples

From the Pastor’s Perspective . . .
I love autumn.
It’s not just because my birthday is in October and our wedding anniversary is in November—though those are two very good reasons!
I love the refreshing crisp cool of the autumn air after a long hot summer. You know what I mean—it’s not cold yet, but there’s a little nip in
the air. It has taken a while to get here, but we’ve finally had some of that
over the past week, and I am enjoying it!
I also love the changing leaves. The spring is beautiful when everything is budding and blooming, and the trees and grass turn from winter’s
brown to vernal green. But to me, the variegated vibrant colors of the fall
foliage are even more beautiful with their golden, red, and orange hues.
Due to the drought, we haven’t seen as much of that this year, but there are
still some beautiful splashes of color here and there.
Have you ever thought about the fact that what makes those leaves so
beautiful is that they are in the process of dying? While they’re living,
most of them are green. But as they start to die in the fall, they begin to
change colors, to take on a completely different hue, and in doing so they
provide us with a beautiful blaze of glory.
That can remind us of what Jesus said, can’t it? “For whoever wants to
save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the
gospel will save it” (Mark 8:35, NIV®). It’s in dying to ourselves and giving our lives to and for Christ and the gospel that our lives become truly
beautiful. When we give ourselves away in serving Christ and being on
mission with Him in the world, our lives bring glory to Him.
We flesh this truth out in our lives and our life together as a church in
many ways.
We give ourselves away in worship. It’s when we come to worship offering ourselves to God rather than trying to see what we can get out of a
service that we truly worship God. It’s when we lay aside our own agendas
and preferences and yield them to God and His purpose that we experience
His presence among us most fully. It’s when we are genuine worshipers
rather than grasping consumers that we find our deepest need—a right relationship with God overflowing into a right relationship with our brothers
and sisters in Christ—most fully met.
We give ourselves away in service. Whether it’s in some official or informal capacity in our congregation, or simply in the course of our everyday walk with Jesus as His disciples, we are to be committed to serving
Christ in faithful obedience. He is our Lord, we belong to Him, and He has
claims over our lives. So we serve Him by joining Him on His mission in
the world, extending grace and ministering to those in need—sometimes
physical need, sometimes spiritual need, sometimes both. We give of our
time and talents and spiritual gifts to carry on the Lord’s work through His
church. And it’s in this serving Christ that we find genuine fulfillment.
We give our time and possessions away in generous stewardship. The
Bible teaches us that as followers of Jesus, we are stewards who’ve been
entrusted with our time, talents, spiritual gifts, and financial resources to
be used for His kingdom and purpose. We often approach Christian stewardship from the perspective of “What am I required to do or give?” In 2
Corinthians 8 – 9, Paul encouraged the Corinthian church (and us today!)
to approach it from the perspective of “Let me do or give as much as I
can!”—Christian generosity. In Romans 12 he says that the one who gives

should do so with generosity. Christian stewardship reminds us that whatever spiritual and material resources we have really belong to God. He has entrusted them to us, and is concerned not only that we give at least a tenth of
them to Him and His work, but that we use them all in ways that are pleasing to Him. Generosity reminds us that our eager desire to share what we
have blesses God’s heart, “for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians
9:7, NIV®).
So how are you doing? Are you dying to yourself and living to Christ,
giving yourself, your time, and your resources away, remembering that by
doing so you are laying up treasure in heaven (Matthew 6:19-21)? And how
are we doing as a congregation?
Or to put it another way, how bright and brilliant will our spiritual foliage be this fall?
Grace and peace,

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30,
4:00-6:00 p.m.
We can still use more people to decorate the
trunks of their cars and provide candy to the
children who come to our Trunk or Treat. If you
would be interested in serving in any capacity,
please see Anthony Collins or call the office.

October 29, 10:00 a.m. to noon
Church-wide Intergenerational Missions Session
(sponsored by WMU)
Rev. Roger and Judy Hansard, Mission Service Corps missionaries with the
North American Mission Board and leaders of the Regional Education Center Ministries in Tazwell, TN will be at Smithwood to tell us about their
work. Light refreshments will be served.

Tuesday, November 1st at 10:00 a.m.
The Fountain City Lions Club Christmas bicycle drive has begun! This
event partners with Mission of Hope and is in memory of Michael Williams. Each bicycle is $50 and checks should be made payable to:
Fountain City Lions Club and mailed to: P.O. Box 5276, Knoxville, TN,
37928, or checks can be dropped off at the church office. For more
information, please call Gib Galyon at 414-4630.

Thank you so much to our
Smithwood Church family for
your love and support during
Ray's surgery and the loss of
his brother, Joe. Your cards,
visits and prayers were expressions of love at a difficult
time, and we appreciate being
a part of such a caring congregation.
In Christian Love,
Nancy and Ray Everett

The Keenagers are going to Carvers
Orchard and Apple House Restaurant
in Cosby. We will leave the church at
10:00 a.m. Sign up on the Keenagers’
bulletin board.

On Sunday, November 13th, we
will be serving a special Thanksgiving meal following the morning
service. We would like to ask people to bring a dessert; the rest of
the meal will be provided. Please
sign up at the Welcome Center if
you plan to attend. We would like
to ensure that enough food is prepared. There will be no charge to
attend the meal; however, donations will be gratefully accepted.
This will also be Dr. Gaskins’ and
JoAnn’s last Sunday with us so this
will be an opportunity to say goodbye and wish them well.

