Financials from 10-16-16
Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

91
140

Ushers: Donny Black, Elmer Sharp, Tom Wylie,
Doug Arnold
Offertory Prayer: Doug Arnold

Budget Received (includes $400 IMO Bill Housley)
[Budget Requirement for the Week]

$5,830.00
$8,969.88

KidsOwn: (through 1st grade)
Anthony and Betty Collins

Designated Offering Total
Golden Offering
Capital Improvement
Cooperative Program
Operation Christmas Child
Fountain City Ministry

$2,040.00
$110.00
$50.00
$30.00
$1,750.00
$100.00

Nursery:

Overall Total for the Week

$7,870.00

Readers
David and Linda Smith, Nancy Kirby

Sunday, October 23, 2016
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service

$343,849.76
$376,734.96
<$32,885.20>

12:15 p.m.

$4,235.00
$5,510.00

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
Golden Offering To Date

Wednesday, October 26, 2016
5:30-7:30 p.m.
JustLead Children’s Activities
6:00 p.m.
Bible Study
6:30-7:30 p.m.
ASSEMBLY (Youth Bible Study)
7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

Names will remain on the list for 3
weeks unless otherwise notified that the
name should remain on the list for a
longer period of time.

Saturday, October 29, 2016
10 a.m.—Noon
NAMB Missionaries Presentation and Fellowship
The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

There will be a Christmas Workshop for the Sanctuary Choir on
Sunday, October 23rd after the
morning worship service. We will
have soup, salad and singing in
preparation for the Christmas musical worship. Bring a friend to participate—new voices always welcome.
No experience needed!

CP & Betty Tudor, Bill Fletcher,
Terry Lynn, Donald Raby, Allen &
Starr Hutchison, Sharon Phillips,
Bill & Liz Roberts, Michelle Henry,
Debbie Villarreal, Jim Coram, Fred
Wells, Harold Bryson, Rhonda Cecchin, Glen Patton, Violet Tudor,
Jack Bohanan, Carolyn Gill, Donnie Beeler, family of Sharlene
Keyes, Sue Beam, Katherine Loy,
Gladys Ybarra, Ray Everett, family
of Tim Connors, family of Joe Everett.
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Thursday, October 27, 2016
6:45 p.m.
Veterans’ Writing Group

Wednesday PM, October 26 — TBA

Prayer Concerns:
Prayer Line — Call Lynn
at 661-5726

Choir Christmas Workshop

Monday, October 24, 2016
7:00 p.m.
Deacons Meeting

Sunday AM, October 23 — Revelation 1:9-20
“The Lord Among His Churches”
Sunday PM — No Service

October 23 — Cathy Cannon
October 26 — Frankie Lay

Judith Kelley
Lynn Bennett

This Week at Smithwood:
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Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 42)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Van Driver:
Michael Major

OCTOBER

love god•love people•make disciples

From the Pastor…...
The Lord’s Day, October 16, 2016
To the Saints at Smithwood:
Four years ago, you as a congregation extended to me a call to become your Pastor. In your call, Jo Ann and I heard God’s call. We
came over the mountains from North Carolina confident that we
were following God’s will and anticipating what He was wanting
to do.
Our journey together has been a challenging one. An underlying
division came to a head before we arrived on the field. Its continued fallout combined with the departure of several staff members
resulted in a number of people leaving Smithwood over the next
two to three years. The sanctuary basement waterproofing project
began shortly after we arrived at the cost of over $300,000.00.
Thanks be to God, we paid for that work without borrowing any
money. However, our reduced reserves and lower tithes and offerings resulted in the necessity to “right-size” our budget by significant spending cuts, including the restructuring of the ministry staff.
Nevertheless, by God’s grace we have weathered those storms and
continue to serve the Lord as a congregation. Despite all the loss,
we have seen God at work as the situation has stabilized. Spiritual
health is returning, and we are seeing lives transformed as God
works His kingdom purpose through us. Though we may be smaller, Smithwood is in a good place spiritually.
During these four years, some in our family back in North and
South Carolina have faced significant health challenges because of
injury or illness. For that reason and other secondary reasons, Jo
Ann and I became prayerfully open to the possibility of moving
back to North Carolina if God should so lead, and shared that openness with a few trusted friends. A pastor search committee that one
of those friends shared my name with contacted me some time back
and we began a prayerful conversation. Some things they shared
with us about how God had moved in their process confirmed for
us what we were sensing about how God was leading us.
Last Sunday, the congregation of the Temple Baptist Church of Wilmington, North Carolina voted unanimously to extend to me a call
to become their Pastor. With the firm conviction that God has been
leading throughout this process, I have accepted that call.
It is therefore my sad duty to submit to you my resignation, effective Sunday, November 13, 2016. I will assume my duties as Pastor
of Temple Baptist Church in late November.
It has been an honor to serve as your Pastor. I am grateful for our
time here with you, and look forward to how God will work
through this wonderful local expression of the body of Christ as

you follow Him fearlessly into the future—loving God, loving people, and making disciples. God has plans for Smithwood, “to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
(Jeremiah 29:11, NIV).
Grace and peace,
Senior Pastor

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30,
4:00-6:00 p.m.
We can still use more people to decorate the
trunks of their cars and provide candy to the
children who come to our Trunk or Treat. If
you would be interested in serving in any
capacity, please see Anthony Collins or call
the office.

Tuesday, November 1st
10:00 a.m.
The Keenagers are going to
Carvers Orchard and Apple
House Restaurant in Cosby. We
will leave the church at 10:00
a.m. Sign up on the Keenagers’
bulletin board.
The Fountain City Lions Club Christmas bicycle
drive has begun! This event partners with Mission
of Hope and is in memory of Michael Williams.
Each bicycle is $50 and checks should be made payable to: Fountain City Lions Club and mailed to:
P.O. Box 5276, Knoxville, TN, 37928, or checks can
be dropped off at the church office. For more information, please call Gib Galyon at 414-4630.

My grateful thanks to my Lord and family at Smithwood. I lost my
hearing aid on Sunday. I was unaware of it until bedtime when I
went to remove my hearing aid. Where could it be? My first thought
was either in church or in the van. I called my van driver but got an
answering machine. I called the church with the same results. I
checked all areas in my home with a friend’s help with negative results. I talked with my Lord—He has promised me that He would
never leave or forsake me. I went to bed with prayer on my lips.
My phone rang about 9:00. It was my van driver. He said a hearing
aid had been found at church and suggested that I call on Monday
morning. I did and Cathi answered. I told her that I had lost my
hearing aid and she responded that it was on her desk. She offered
to bring it to me on her lunch break. She did, and I popped it back in
my ear. I thank everyone involved in returning my hearing aid.
Wilma Berggren

October 29, 10:00 a.m. to noon
Church-wide Intergenerational Missions Session
(sponsored by WMU)
Rev. Roger and Judy Hansard, Mission Service Corps missionaries with the
North American Mission Board and leaders of the Regional Education Center Ministries in Tazwell, TN will be at Smithwood to tell us about their
work. Light refreshments will be served.

Club 180 Mission Trip
Tuesday, October 25th
6:30 p.m.
This Tuesday at 6:30 pm
we will have a get together at Michael and Lori
Majors house. We are
going to have some fun
together and eat some
pizza as well as briefly discuss what God is laying on
our hearts as we prepare
spiritually for this trip.

