Ushers: Chris Kirby, Michael Lail, Kevin Broyles

Financials from 1-24-16
Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance

71
93

Budget Received
[Budget Requirement for the Week]

KidsOwn: (through 1st grade)
Anthony and Betty Collins

$4,011.00
$8,969.88

Designated Offering Total
KY/Club 180
Fountain City Ministry
Lottie Moon
Capital Improvement
Children’s Christmas Gifts
Annie Armstrong

$435.00
$110.00
$100.00
$100.00
$45.00
$30.00
$50.00

Overall Total for the Week

Nursery:
Aaron and Hannah Hankins
Susan Bennett

Sunday, January 31, 2016
8:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting—Conference Room
9:00 a.m.
Library Opens
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship Service

$21,473.16
$35,879.52
<$14,406.36>

6:00 p.m.

No Evening Worship—Family Time

Wednesday, February 3, 2016
5:00 p.m.
JustLead Children’s Activities
6:00 p.m.
Adult Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study
7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

$180.00
$0.00

Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
“Down Payment on the Future” project (year to date giving)

Readers
Michael Kane
Sarah Kane

This Week at Smithwood:

$4,446.00

Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 4)
+Over/<Under> for the Year

Van Driver:
Jack Holt

Offertory Prayer: Chris Kirby

4914 Jacksboro Pike
Knoxville, TN 37918
(865) 689-5448 Phone
(865) 689-0448 Fax

Contact us at smithwood@smithwood.org
Check out our website
www.smithwood.org
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Financials from 1-17-16
Sunday School Attendance
Worship Attendance
Budget Received
[Budget Requirement for the Week]
Designated Offering Total
Cooperative Program
Capital Improvement
Envelopes
Annie Armstrong
Overall Total for the Week
Budget Received for the Year
Budget Required for the Year (Week 3)
+Over/<Under> for the Year
Capital Improvement (year to date giving)
“Down Payment on the Future” project (year to date giving)

96
116
$4,790.50
$8,969.88
$125.50
$29.50
$45.00
$1.00
$50.00
$4,916.00
$17,462.16
$26,909.64
<$9,447.48>
$135.00
$0.00

THE SPIRE (U.S.P.S. 490-660) is published weekly (except last week of year) by Smithwood Baptist
Church, 4914 Jacksboro Pike, Knoxville, TN 37918; (865) 689-5448; www.Smithwood.org. Periodical
postage paid at Knoxville, TN. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Spire, 4914 Jacksboro
Pike, Knoxville, TN 37918.

January 30 — Jim Keebler, Barbara Winters
February 2 — Connie Arnold
February 3 — David Bryant

The weekly deadline for The Spire is 5 PM on Mondays. Items will be included, space permitting,
on a first -come, first-served basis. The Editor.

Sunday AM, January 31 — John 5:16-30
“Now and Later”
Sunday 6:00 PM — No Evening Worship—Family Time
Wednesday PM, February 3 — 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10

JANUARY

love god•love people•make disciples

From the Pastor’s Perspective . . .
Well, it took it a while to get here, but it’s finally winter! Last week
we had to cancel our Wednesday evening activities because of the snow.
Thankfully, the accumulation during the second round on Friday and Saturday were not as much as predicted. Thanks to the faithful efforts of
Kenneth Haynes clearing the entrances, the readiness of Terry Bennett to
clear the parking lot, the diligent work of the road crews, and the pavement’s absorbing enough heat from the sun (even though it was overcast
and below freezing), most roads and our parking lot and entrances were
all clear for Sunday morning. Our parking lot even soaked up enough
warmth (if you can call it that!) to melt off by itself without having to be
cleared.
I certainly understand that some of our folks were wisely hesitant to
get out Sunday because some side and neighborhood roads were not clear.
But our doors were open and there was the opportunity to worship for
those who were able to come. Indeed, bitter cold and then the snow the
past two weekends have made it difficult for some of our folks to be at
church. If you weren’t able to come, please remember to make up your
tithes and offerings from the past two Sundays, as the expenses of our
church’s ministry and mission are ongoing.
Though it’s so relaxing as it falls and beautiful as it accumulates, winter precipitation can also cause a lot of problems. Some love it, some hate
it.
As children, most of us loved “snow days,” because it meant a break
from school. Where Jo Ann and I grew up in southeastern North Carolina,
there were no snow plows or road salt spreaders. We just had to wait for
snow or ice to melt off the roads. We didn’t get a lot of snow, and it was
usually just a few inches. Occasionally we’d get a big snow or ice storm.
When we did get snow, even a small accumulation, almost everything
shut down. People took time to relax and enjoy this aspect of the beauty
of God’s creation. As an adult when we served churches in that area, I
was often glad to get a snow day so we could take some time to relax and
enjoy it. Before we got good at clearing the roads, I used to call snow
days a good Southern tradition.
From a theological perspective, I think we can learn a lot as we reflect
on snow and snow days. For one thing, snow reminds us that no matter
how “in charge” we think we are, there are still some things that we can’t
manufacture or control. Ski resorts may be able to “make snow” on their
slopes, but they can’t make enough to shut down an entire area. And when
snow or ice comes, our plans have to be altered—delays and/or cancellations, different routes, waiting for roads to clear or be cleared, etc.
Snow teaches us something about the magnificent intricacies and
beauty of God’s creation. We’re told that each snowflake is unique. And
all the atmospheric conditions have to be just right for snowflakes to form
and to survive as snowflakes all the way to the ground. If they fall through
a layer of warm air, they thaw into raindrops and refreeze after they reach
freezing temperatures again—either in the air becoming sleet or on the
surface becoming freezing rain. Any of these create an impressive scene.
But snow seems the purest form of winter precipitation, and calls to our
minds the promise of Scripture that though our sins are like scarlet, God’s
grace and forgiveness make them white as snow.

Finally, snow days remind us of the need for a sabbath rest, and may
even force us to take it.
So if we get snow again this year, don’t stress out about it. Keep warm,
enjoy some good food, and rest in God’s grace and care, giving thanks for
his creation and a sabbath rest.
Grace and peace,

TUESDAY, February 2, 2016

We will be feeding approximately 25 people. Setup will begin at 3:30 pm
at the school. Volunteers are needed to provide drinks, chips, and desserts. More than anything, Jimbo would like people to come and interact
with the girls. If you would like to volunteer, please contact Jimbo or Cathi
in the church office.

Procedures that are in place for notification of church activity cancellation or office closure seemed to work well and we will continue these
policies. They are as follows:
Weekdays: In the event of snow or ice at night or early morning, the
office will be open as soon as possible, if possible. Please call the
church before going there.
Wednesday PM: If schools are closed, there will be no evening activities.
Sundays: Check our website at smithwood.org or monitor WATE Channel 6 TV or WBIR Channel 10’s website. (WBIR no longer lists churches
on TV.) You may also call the church; a message will indicate whether
we will be open.

As has been our tradition, this past Christmas
we provided gifts for several needy families in
our community. We did not request donations
as we had some monies available to us for this
project. However, some of the children had
siblings we were unaware of. We did not want
to ignore these children so we spent more
than the designated amount. If you would like to offset this expense with a donation, simply designate your gift “Children’s
Christmas”. Thank you.

Please bring soup, other canned foods, or staples to be sent to Western Heights and Montgomery Village Baptist Centers for distribution to
those in need. There is a collection bin in the
Welcome Center and one near the elevator entrance. The deadline is Sunday, February 7.
Thank you for helping!
Prayer Concerns:

Prayer Line— Call Lynn at 661-5726

Bobbie Mason, Allen and Starr Hutchison, Terry Lynn, Donald Raby, Sharon
Phillips, Missy Lantz, Debbie Villarreal, Bradley Parker, Cayce Guy, Sue Beam,
Tim Connors, Elizabeth Estes, Paul Caton, Paul Galyon, Jim Coram, Michael
Kane’s family, Sonny Miracle, family of Pam Nolen, Judy Cregger, Larry Mustard, Jim Keebler, Liz Roberts, family of Dana Henegar.
Names will remain on the list for 3 weeks unless otherwise notified that the name
should remain on the list for a longer period of time.

