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When He Makes All Things New 

Revelation 21:1-8 
 

 God has a way of doing new things. 

 When he created the universe—the heavens and the earth, God did a new thing. 

 When the serpent deceived Eve in the Garden of Eden and she and Adam chose their own 

way over God’s way, God did a new thing when he declared that one of Eve’s descendants 

would crush the serpent’s head even as the serpent bruised his heel. 

 When the LORD chose Abraham and called him into a covenant relationship, intending 

through Abraham and his descendants to bless all the families of the earth, God did a new thing. 

 When he brought Abraham’s descendants out of their slavery in Egypt, made his covenant 

with them at Mount Sinai, led them through the wilderness and into the land he had promised 

them, the LORD did a new thing. 

 And when God sent his only begotten Son, Jesus the Messiah, to live a perfect life, give his 

life as a perfect sacrifice on the cross, and rise from death victorious over sin and death and 

Satan, God did a new thing! 

 And in our text for today here in Revelation 21:1-8, he has promised to do a new thing—to 

make all things new! 

 Now doing something new can imply one of two things. It can mean doing something 

completely new—such as when God created the universe. Or it can imply renewing or re-

creating something that already exists. In the second case, there is consistency with the original, 

but God’s creative power renews it in such a way that its faults and shortcomings pass away and 

it’s endowed with a greater and higher quality and character.  

Think about that for a minute . . . 

 

Old and new . . . 

 When God created the universe, he created everything good. Genesis 1:31 tells us that when 

he finished creating the heavens and earth, “God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it 

was very good.”
1
   

Then we humans messed it up with our sin. Adam and Eve’s rebellious attempt to put 

themselves on a par with God by usurping his right to determine what’s good and evil infected 

all humanity. That infection affected all creation.  

C. S. Lewis got it exactly right when he said that “badness is only spoiled goodness. And 

there must be something good before it can be spoiled.”
2
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So sin has taken its toll on and spoiled not only on the human race, but this universe we live 

in as well! God entrusted it to us to be stewards to manage it for him, but we have mismanaged 

and abused it. 

And yet there is something within us that sometimes recognizes and admires the beauty of 

that goodness of God’s creation that’s been spoiled. In that beauty we catch a glimpse of 

something—of how it once was and how we long for it to be again. As the Russian religious and 

political philosopher Nicholas Berdyaev (1874–1948) put it in his work The Divine and the 

Human,
3
 “All beauty in the world is either a memory of Paradise or a prophecy of the 

transfigured world.” It points to the new creation!  

 Here in Revelation 21, and in other places in the Bible as well, God has promised to make all 

things new! 

Now as I said last Sunday when we looked at Revelation 7, to experience the Book of 

Revelation and its visions properly, we need to understand that it’s an ancient Christian 

apocalypse. New Testament scholars help us understand that apocalyptic was a literary genre 

that used vivid images, numbers, and such to paint a broad picture. 

In the book of Revelation, that picture is one that calls believers to faithfulness in the face of 

both persecution and prosperity, reminding them that Christ has won the victory and that God 

will ultimately have his way, and that what really counts is to be on his side, whatever that might 

cost us in this life. And while apocalyptic in general and the book of Revelation in particular 

often dealt with future events, it was never intended to be a detailed outline of a sequential 

chronology of those events. As one of my teachers put it, what Revelation gives us is not a video 

preview of what is to come, but a series of portraits of God’s ultimate victory.
4
 So to begin to 

grasp the meaning of Revelation, we have to employ what Bruce Metzger called “a disciplined 

imagination.”
5
 

 

 John’s final vision is glorious, especially when you look at all the havoc that he had 

previously described as being wreaked on the earth because of human sinfulness and God’s 

judgment within history. 

He saw a new heaven and a new earth. The first heaven and earth had passed away. What had 

been was no more. And in this new heaven and earth, there was no more sea. Now that might 

make beach lovers sad, but in apocalyptic, the churning waves made the sea a symbol of chaos 

and disorder. That’s why the beast came out of the sea (13:1). 

Then John saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

dressed like a bride for her husband. 

John heard a loud voice from God’s throne declaring that in this new heaven and earth with 

its new Jerusalem coming down from heaven, God’s dwelling is with humans. They will be his 

people. He will be with them as their God. 

In the Garden, God walked with Adam and Eve. In the wilderness, he dwelt among his 

people in the tabernacle. In Jerusalem, he dwelt among them in the temple. In Jesus, the Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us. Since Jesus’ ascension, God dwells in believers and in the 

church through his Holy Spirit. In the new creation, he will dwell among his people in the holy 

city, the New Jerusalem that will come down from heaven to the new earth, as God unites 

heaven and earth through Jesus Christ! 

And as he dwells with them, he will wipe away every tear from their eyes (echoing Isaiah’s 

vision in Isaiah 25:8 when God swallows up death and wipes the tears from all faces). There will 

be no more death, no more mourning, no more crying, and no more pain—all these former things 
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will have passed away! 

 And then John heard the one seated on the throne declare, “Behold, I am making all things 

new.”  

He also heard the command to write these things down because they are trustworthy and true, 

followed by the declaration, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 

end.” This one who is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, and who sits on the 

throne also offers the water of life free of charge, and promises to those who conquer a special 

father-child relationship. But he also warns about those who will be in the lake of fire rather than 

in the new Jerusalem. 

 

All things new . . . 

John saw a vision of the new Jerusalem where God makes all things new. When you read the 

description carefully, you see that the new Jerusalem is actually a picture of the glorified church 

in the new creation. It’s a very deliberate contrast to the great wicked city of Babylon—the 

embodiment of the evil and rebellion of this world’s system and order fighting against God that 

John saw in chapter 17. Despite her wealth and jewels, she fell and was destroyed (chapter 18). 

Now this vision describes what eternity will be like for the church, the bride of Christ! 

In other words, John tells us that as Christians, we look forward to when death, mourning, 

crying, and pain will pass away, and God will make all things new! If we’ll hear it, this truth 

gives us a perspective that’s realistic about both our present situation and our future expectation. 

It affirms four things . . . 

 

First, sorrow, suffering, and death are all part of the common lot of humanity in this present 

world. Though God created everything good, humanity’s fall into sin cast the whole creation into 

a fallen state. In a fallen world, sorrow, suffering, and death are very much with us! 

 Just think about the news in recent months—terrorist attacks, robberies, murders, dwelling 

fires with fatalities, accidental injuries and deaths, earthquakes in Japan and Ecuador, floods in 

Texas, tornadoes and other severe weather, and a host of other tragedies and evils. 

Sorrow, suffering, and death are all very much with us in this life—sometimes because we 

share in fallen humanity, sometimes because of our faith, sometimes because of others’ evil, 

sometimes as a mysterious part of God’s eternal purpose. But we can be sure that God is working 

in it all, often in ways we’ll never know until he explains it to us in glory. But they’re very much 

with us! 

 

 Second, all these things—sorrow, suffering, and death—will be no more when God makes all 

things new! The day will come when all this will change! When Christ returns, he will make all 

things new. This old order of things, this present fallen creation, will pass away. And when it 

does, there will be no more sorrow, suffering, or death. In this new creation, everything will be 

set right just as he intends it to be! 

In his commentary on Revelation Charles Talbert reminds us that “what is” is not all there is, 

and evil is not all-powerful!
6
 We look forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where there will 

be none of the former things, because all will be new! 

 

The third thing this truth of the new creation affirms is that being in God’s immediate 

presence forever is the ultimate destiny of faithful believers. Of all the promises of the new 

creation, this is the greatest—God will dwell with his people! We will experience his immediate 
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presence! That’s our ultimate destiny, and if he is with us, everything else will pale in 

significance! All the beauty and blessings of the new creation will be icing on the cake! 

But I have to be honest and point to the other side of this truth as well—that “as for the 

cowardly (in the sense of refusing or forsaking Christ to save their own skin), the faithless, the 

detestable, as for the murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters and all liars, their 

portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur”—what John has earlier identified as 

“the second death” (21:8). 

 

 Finally, the one who is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, has spoken, and 

his promises to us who trust him are as good as done! 

There was a time when a man’s word was his bond. If he made a promise and shook hands 

on it, it was as good as a written contract. 

It’s still that way with God! What he says, he will do and bring to pass! He has promised to 

make all things new, so it’s as good as done! 

 

Over the span of a decade, Michael Landon, Jr. made a series of movies based on a series of 

novels by Janette Oke. Love’s Enduring Promise is about one family’s life in the West during the 

1800s. 

Early in the film, Clark Davis, the patriarch of the family, is splitting wood. When his young 

son calls out just as he starts a downward swing, Clark accidentally splits his leg with the ax. It’s 

a serious wound. He would likely have bled to death had it not been for a mysterious young man, 

Nate, who happens to come by. Nate loads Clark into the wagon and takes him back to his 

family. 

A few days later, Nate visits to see how Clark is doing. He discovers that in spite of the 

family’s tender care, Clark’s wound has become badly infected. He has dealt with this sort of 

situation before, so he carefully lances and cleans the wound. After a while, Clark’s fever breaks 

and he begins to recover. 

As Nate gathers with the family in Clark’s bedroom for a meal, Clark prays. As he prays, he 

offers a praise for Nate as he give thanks, saying, “To Nate, my very own miracle, who has re-

opened our eyes to your enduring promise.” 

Later on, as Nate and Clark’s daughter, Missie, are riding, Nate asks, “Speaking of God, 

what did your Pa mean by his ‘enduring promise’?” 

Missie replies, “That someday he’ll wipe away all our tears, and that all pain and suffering 

and heartache will be gone. That evening when we were all together, feeling dreadful that Pa was 

in pain, you helped give us a glimpse of that promise.”
7
 

 

And so does John! 

 “Behold, I am making all things new!”  
MEG 
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